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New Laws for Child Safety Seats, Are You in Compliance?

The California Law that took effect on January 01, 2012 basically states that children un-
der the age of 8 must be secured in a car seat or booster seat in the back seat. Children

under the age of 8 who are 4'9” or taller may be secured by a safety belt in the back seat.

Thousands of children are injured or killed every year by safety seats that are improperly
fastened by parents, or caretakers. Remember, most collisions occur within a mile of the

home—so buckle your child in a safety seat for every trip, no matter how short.

If you are not confident of how to property secure your child in a safety seat, contact the
San Ramon Police Department and set up an appointment for an inspection. Most police

departments offer this service as well as the California Highway Patrol.

There are a few exceptions to this law. Children may ride in the front seat if:

* Your vehicle has no rear seats

* Rear seats are side-facing jump seats (children should NEVER be placed on side-facing
vehicle seats.)

* The child restraint system cannot be properly installed in the rear seat.

* Children under age 12 occupy all rear seats.

* Medical reason (written by the pediatrician) requires that child not be restrained in the
back seat. All children are safer in the back seat, ask another adult to ride with the child
in the back.

There are many examples of these exceptions on the California Highway Patrol website

at www.chp.ca.gov.

Many police departments hold car seat events
throughout the year. Contact your local police de-
partment to find out when the next one is, or make
an appointment. The San Ramon Police Department
takes these by appointment only. You can schedule

one by contacting us at 925-973-2700 during regular

business hours.
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CITY WIDE-PROPERTY CRIME STATISTICS FOR Jan. |,-Dec. 31,2011 (year)

TYPE TOTAL BYTYPE
Stolen Vehicles 57
Recovered Stolen Vehicles 20
Auto Burglaries 173
Commercial Burglaries 92
Residential Burglaries 70
Grand/Petty Thefts 442

DO NOT BE SO TRUSTING ON THE PHONE, SO YOU ARE NOT TAKEN BY A THIEF!

Written by Officer Heuerman

The holiday season has come and gone, somehow the scams just never stop. Scam artists continue their game to
take what they can get. The San Ramon Police has received several reports from local residents that have received
emails and actual phone calls from people claiming to be close friends or family members in need of money. The
callers usually know several bits of personal information they have gleaned from the internet. As examples, Face-
book, MySpace, like everything else posted on the internet, have created a treasure trove of information available
for all to see. Unfortunately, not all the viewers are just browsing. Crime groups from both within the United States
and outside the country collect information to work these scams. Often the information the thieves have is enough to
easily convince the victim the call is legitimate. One constant that seems to be prevalent in all of these cases is the
caller is wanting the money sent via Western Union, rather than through one’s bank accounts. If you receive such a
call, or you know a relative or someone that has, confirm with other family members or get hold of the person on
your own to confirm this “crisis”. Thousands of dollars have been collected by these criminals preying on the willing
to help! Don’t become a victim of this scam or anything via the phone, email or internet. If your gut tells you some-
thing is not right, you are probably right. Call a mutual friend or relative, confirm then call the non emergency police
department line at 925-973-2700 for additional advice PRIOR to doing anything you feel uncomfortable with. You
will be happy you were precautious and so will your bank account!

THE SAN RAMON POLICE DEPARTMENT NEWSLETTER
IS PUBLISHED BY THE CRIME PREVENTION UNIT.
EDITOR: DARLENE KITTREDGE
PHONE (925) 973-3303 * FAX (925) 803-0694 EMAIL: DKITTREDGE@SANRAMON.CA.GOV
YOUR IDEAS AND SUGGESTIONS ARE WELCOME.

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT WWW.SANRAMON.CA.GOV/POLICE
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