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October is Crime Prevention Month

In 1984, the National Crime Prevention Council designated October Crime Prevention Month, a month in
which citizens celebrate the practice of crime prevention by focusing their awareness of important issues

such as victimization, volunteerism, and creating safer, more caring communities.
Here are some ways that you can promote crime prevention—and Halloween safety—this October.

Link to crime prevention websites. The main NCPC site, www.ncpc.org, offers tips on personal and com-

munity safety, and information on the Crime Prevention Coalition of America.

Visit the “Stop Bullying Now!” campaign at http://stopbullyingnow.hrsa.gov/kids/ to download free re-
sources such as tip sheets for adults and cartoon webisodes for youth to unite and inform communi-

ties about the importance of bullying prevention.

Crime Prevention Month is also the month in which Halloween is celebrated. Learn how to celebrate

both together.
Halloween can be fraught with fright for parents, with candy given to their kids by strangers and a legion of

masked and costumed trick-or-treaters at the door. Following a few safety tips can ensure safe fun for kids

and candy-givers alike.

If a costume involves any sort of fake weapon, make sure that it is made of a flexible material such as
cardboard or foam. Or, avoid the whole problem of weapons by challenging your child to design a

costume that is scary without one.
Clear your yard and sidewalk of any obstacles or decorations that may be hard to see in the dark.
Keep your house well lighted, both inside and out.

Ask your Neighborhood Watch or Walking Patrol Group to patrol the community.

Older kids should trick-or-treat in groups; kids walking around alone are never as safe as those in groups,

and especially not at night. Younger kids should be accompanied by a parent or trusted neighbor.

Review the route for trick-or-treating beforehand and set a time set when kids should be home. Also,

have a plan if your child gets separated from his or her friends or from you.
Remind your children not to enter strange houses or cars.
Report any suspicious or criminal activity to your local police department, for SRPD 973-2779

After a safe night around the neighborhood, remember that the treats still need scrutiny before any-

one eats them.

Remind your children not to eat treats until they’ve come home. To help ensure this, feed them a meal or a

substantial snack before they go out.

Check all treats at home in a well-lighted place. Be especially wary of anything that is not wrapped by the

factory or that is no longer sealed.

Remind kids not to eat everything at once, lest they turn green even without the makeup. :)

TO REPORT A CRIME
EMERGENCY
9-1-1
Non- Emergency
(925) 973-2779

Abandoned Vehicles
(925) 973-2700

Neighborhood Watch
(925) 973-3303

To report other miscella-
neous complaints to the
Police Department or
other offices in the city try

our website at :
http://www.sanramon.ca.go
vipolice/online.htm
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CITY WIDE-PROPERTY CRIME STATISTICS FOR Jan. |,-Sept. 30,201 1

TYPE TOTAL BYTYPE
Stolen Vehicles 41
Recovered Stolen Vehicles |7
Auto Burglaries 138
Commercial Burglaries 73
Residential Burglaries 55
Grand/Petty Thefts 318

TIME TO TARGET HARDEN, SO YOU ARE NOT TAKEN BY A THIEF!

The San Ramon Police Department is going to be out in full force this last quarter of the year. It is our job to make sure all citi-
zens visiting, shopping and living in San Ramon don’t fall victim to thieves. This is the time of year thieves do their best busi-
ness, by hitting easy targets! Don’t be a target!! How you wonder? The answer is EASY, by target hardening or practicing a
TLC.

This quarter we will have teams of Volunteers In Policing (VIP’s) going around to strip malls and parking lots checking vehicles
for target hardening. What does this mean you ask? Basically this means clearing the interior of your vehicle of anything visible
that can be taken. This could be a phone, charger, garage door opener, gym bag, ANYTHING! By removing all of these items
from your vehicle you are making a thieves job that much more difficult, or non existent actually. Which is the core behind “ If |
Were A Thief, You Would Be A Victim”. This is the catchy phrase used on the tickets that will be left behind for every vehicle in-
spected. On these tickets is a check list of items that “could be” in ones vehicle. The more checks the easier a target! However,
there is a special check box at the bottom that is checked for the target hardened who pass the inspection with a nice congratu-

lations on it!

So when you are out and about , running errands, or going about your usual business be conscientious of what you keep visible
in your vehicle and make the effort to take it out or keep it out of sight. If it can be seen, it can be taken. Thieves do not dis-
criminate and will take anything! So practice your TLC, Take all items our of your car, Lock your vehicle, and remember to Close

your doors and windows.

A big THANK YOU for the front article provided, courtesy of “Volunteer of the Year” Bill Jaffin

THE SAN RAMON POLICE DEPARTMENT NEWSLETTER

IS PUBLISHED BY THE CRIME PREVENTION UNIT.
EDITOR: DARLENE KITTREDGE
PHONE (925) 973-3303 » FAX (925) 803-0694 EMAIL: DKITTREDGE@SANRAMON.CA.GOV

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT WWW.SANRAMON.CA.GOV/POLICE
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