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Are you prepared for this Holiday Season???

Crooks love the holidays as
much as everyone else, but
primarily because it is an
opportune time for crime!
This holiday season, don'’t
let the season Iull you into
becoming a target of a
crime. The criminals are
counting on you to be busy,
stressed out, careless, and

rushing around.

Here are a few tips on how
to celebrate safely this sea-

son:

IF YOU'RE TRAVELING

Get automatic timers for

your lights inside and out

Ask neighbors to watch your
home, pick up your mail and
packages when you are

gone. (if they are piled up in
your driveway, that is a sure

sign you’re not home!!)

Sign up for a vacation home
check with the San Ramon
Police Department (form

available on the web)

Make sure to keep a close
eye on your vehicles
gauges. You do not want to
get stranded on the side of
the road with no cell service,
gas, or fluids. Check these
prior to going on any long
trip or drive.

Don'’t take off for a long

drive not properly rested.

You will be putting yourself

and others in danger.

IF YOU ARE OUT FOR THE
EVENING

®  Turn on lights and a radio or
TV so it looks like someone
is home

®  Be extra cautious about
locking doors and windows
when you leave, EVEN if
just for a few minutes.
e Do NOT display gifts where

they can be seen from outside

e DO NOT DRINK AND DRIVE

IF YOU ARE OUT SHOPPING

e  ALWAYS stay alert and be
aware of what's going on

around you

e  AVOID carrying large
amounts of cash; pay with a
credit or debit card whenever

possible.

e DO NOT carry a large purse
with you while shopping, try a
cross body bag with just the
necessities. Carry a wallet in
an interior coat pocket or front
pants pocket to avoid pick-

pockets.

e  Parkin well light areas and be
sure to lock the car, close all
windows, and hide all per-
sonal effects and shopping
bags in the trunk. If you are in
a SUV use the pull shade in

the rear to hide these items.

e REMEMBER to have your
keys ready and stay alert
when walking to your vehicle.
Do not walk to your vehicle
distracted or on a cell phone
with your hands full, that
makes you an easily dis-
tracted TARGET.

®  Shopping with children?
Teach them to go to a store
clerk or security guard if you
get separated. Also teach
them your cell phone number,
or keep it written down on a
piece of paper in their pocket.
It is not uncommon for people to
try to take advantage of others’
generosity during the holidays by
going door-to-door for a charitable
donations when there’s no charity
involved. REMEMBER that solicit-
ing in San Ramon is prohibited
without a permit. Call the San
Ramon Police department immedi-
ately if there are solicitors in your
neighborhood. These could be
potential burglars looking for an

unoccupied home to shop in.

Don't let the holiday season stress
get the best of you. Celebrate with
family and friends and neighbors.
Do your part to make the holidays
a safe and happy time for every-
body— EXCEPT CRIMINALS!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM THE
SAN RAMON POLICE DEPT.

TO REPORT A CRIME
EMERGENCY
9-1-1
Non- Emergency
(925) 973-2779

Abandoned Vehicles
(925) 973-2700

Neighborhood Watch
(925) 973-2796

To report other miscella-
neous complaints to the
Police Department or
other offices in the city try

our website at :

www.sanramon.ca.gov

CRIME PREVENTION UNIT
Lt. Liz Gresham
(925) 973-2794

Sgt. Tom LaRocque
(925) 973-2788

Corporal Lance Santiago
(925) 973-2727

Officer Joe Hinkston
(925)973-2725

Darlene Kittredge
Crime Prevention
Specialist
(925) 973-2796
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CITY WIDE-PROPERTY CRIME STATISTICS FOR 08/01/10-10/31/10

TYPE TOTAL BYTYPE
Stolen Vehicles 9
Recovered Stolen Vehicles 7
Auto Burglaries 40
Commercial Burglaries 27
Residential Burglaries 23
Grand/Petty Thefts 140

The Check is in the Mail

Don’t leave any mail in your mailbox. Thieves work in groups and drop off members in neighborhoods to
walk the streets looking for the mailboxes with red flags up. Even retail businesses that leave their outgo-
ing mail on the front countertop for the mailman to pick up take the risk of a visiting criminal just waiting
for their partner to divert store personnel’s attention so that they can help themselves to some of all of the
outgoing mail (usually bills being paid).

That check you were mailing to pay a bill can be acid “washed” to change the dollar amount and the
payee, thereby enabling them access to your entire bank account. Also, they can use the preprinted infor-
mation on the check along with your signature to steal your identity by applying for credit in your name.
Be safe and secure by dropping off all outgoing mail in a U.S. mailbox or at a U.S. Post Office.

On the incoming side, get your mail out of your mailbox as soon as possible. If you’re home during the
day and know what time mail is usually delivered on your street, take your mail out before a visiting crimi-
nal gets the chance. If you travel or go on vacation, have the post office hold your mail until your return,
or have a trusted neighbor pick it up. You can also purchase a locking mailbox or locking insert.

If your monthly bank, brokerage or credit card statements don’t arrive at their normal time during the
month, contact the financial institution immediately to find out when they were sent
out.

With the holiday season upon us, a lot of people like to shop online out of conven-
ience. However, these packages left on your porch are also prime targets for crimi-
nals. If you have a package that is to be delivered and you know you will not be
home, ask a neighbor to keep an eye out for it or pick it up for you. Or have it deliv-
ered to that neighbors house that is home, with their permission of course. If you
don’t have a neighbor, have the post office hold it and pick it up on your way home.
Better to be safe than sorry!

THE SAN RAMON POLICE DEPARTMENT NEWSLETTER

IS PUBLISHED BY THE CRIME PREVENTION UNIT.
EDITOR: DARLENE KITTREDGE
PHONE (925) 973-2796 * FAX (925) 830-2859 EMAIL: DKITTREDGE@SANRAMON.CA.GOV

YOUR IDEAS AND SUGGESTIONS ARE WELCOME.

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT WWW.SANRAMON.CA.GOV/POLICE
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