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WHAT ARE GREENHOUSE GASES?

Greenhouse gases (GHGs) are released through natural 
and human activities.

GHGs trap heat in the atmosphere and warm the Earth’s    
surface and atmosphere (the Greenhouse Effect).

Fossil fuel combustion and                                      
changing land surface are key                                   
causes of GHG increases.

Increased GHG concentrations                                    
in the atmosphere cause                                         
temperatures to rise. 



Established 1990 GHG emissions as 
target by 2020 = 15 % reduction 
from 2005 emissions.

Scoping Plan: Actions to reduce 
GHGs through regulations, market, 
and other mechanisms.

Air Resources Board adopting rules 
implementing Scoping Plan to reduce 
GHGs.

Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006

AB 32



California Air Resources Board to establish regional GHG 
reduction targets for passenger vehicles.

Each Metropolitan Planning Organization (MTC here) prepares 
a new section of the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).

Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) (prepared by ABAG) 
to meet GHG target.

Alternative Planning Strategy (APS) if SCS will not meet target.

Some CEQA relief for residential or mixed-use projects 
consistent with SCS or APS.

SB 375



SCS is technically a subset of the 
Regional Transportation Plans (RTPs) 
and transportation projects identified 
in the RTP must be consistent with 
growth shown in the SCS.

Regional Housing Needs Allocations 
(RHNA) now prepared at the same 
time as and consistent with the SCS.

Changes RHNA/Housing Element 
cycle to be every 8 years.

HOW DOES SCS RELATE TO RTP AND RHNA?

SCS

RTP

RHNA



ABAG/MTC land use and 
transportation GHG reduction 
target is 7% per capita by 2020 
and 15% per capita by 2035 

ABAG/MTC preparing SCS by 
2013.

SCS will prioritize 
transportation efficiency, 
locating jobs and housing along 
transit corridors and in Priority 
Development Areas.

WHAT IS THE CURRENT STATUS OF THE SCS?



Initial Vision Scenario (IVS) showed potential 25-year 
growth pattern based on current regional plans and 
unconstrained by funding availability for transit.

70% of growth in Priority Development Areas and 
Growth Opportunity Areas.  Remaining 30% in other 
areas.

Only 5% expected outside urban footprint.

Region-wide population growth of 900,000 households 
projected by 2035.

WHAT IS THE CURRENT STATUS OF THE SCS?



ABAG/MTC working on next iteration: Alternative 
Scenarios

WHAT IS THE CURRENT STATUS OF THE SCS?

North Camino Ramon PDA

San Ramon City Center PDA

•154,000 new households 
by 2035.
•133,000 new jobs by 2035.



SAN RAMON IVS GROWTH

1,463North Camino 
Ramon PDA

12,62914,721Total*

9,604Remainder*

3.654City Center PDA

Jobs

(2010-2035)

Households

(2010-2035)

*  Represent the City’s Subregional Study Area total—includes 
growth in City limits plus Sphere of Influence



CCTA submitted letter:

Establish a more realistic and balanced regional growth forecast.

Place employment where the necessary market and development 
capacity exist and also close to existing and emerging population 
centers.

Concentrate development in all Priority Development Areas, 
identified Growth Opportunity Areas and other urbanizing areas. 

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY IVS RESPONSE



ABAG/MTC working on next iteration: 

Five Alternative Scenarios representing a 
range of options.

Existing Plans and Projections

Initial Vision Scenario

Core Concentration

Focused Growth

Outer Bay Area Growth

Expected to be released in October.

WHAT IS THE CURRENT STATUS OF THE SCS?



ABAG is working on housing allocation methodology.

Previous methodology: 

+ 45% HH 

+ 22.5% Emp. Growth 

+ 22.5% Existing Emp. 

+ 5% Emp. Growth Near Transit 

+ 5% HH Growth Near Transit

WHAT IS THE CURRENT STATUS OF THE RHNA?



Possible new housing methodology:

50 to 70% of growth in Priority Development Areas 
and Growth Opportunity Areas, following same 
pattern as SCS.

30 to 50% of growth in other areas.

Possible emphasis or weighting based on schools, past 
RHNA performance, employment, and transit

Upper and lower thresholds based on household 
formation growth.  Upper 110-125%; Lower 40%.

WHAT IS THE CURRENT STATUS OF THE RHNA?



WHAT IS THE CURRENT STATUS OF THE RHNA?

Previous income allocation methodology: 175% 
Difference between regional and local (AKA the 
‘Rubber Band’).

Expected to continue for this RHNA cycle.



County Congestion Management Agencies (CMAs), 
(including CCTA) are gathering suggested transportation 
projects:

Transit

Local Streets and Roads

Freeway/Interchange

Bicycle

Draft RTP will be written up in 2012, along with the SCS. 

WHAT IS THE CURRENT STATUS OF THE RTP?
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