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CITY OF SAN RAMON
OPEN SPACE TASK FORCE

January 09, 2012
Regular Meeting

FINAL/APPROVED

1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 5:33pm.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE

3. ROLL CALL
Present:

Chair Carol Lopez; Vice Chair David Ernest; Donna Kerger; Phil O’Loane; Harry Sachs;
Dominique Yancey; John Youngblood

Staff: Phil Wong, Planning/Communinty Development Director; Debbie Chamberlain,
Planning Services Division Manager; Maria Fierner, Engineering Services Director; Lauren
Barr, Senior Planner; Cindy Yee, Associate Planner; Ryan Driscoll, Assistant Planner; Robin
Bartlett, Engineering Services Division Manager; Jeff Gault, Maintenance Operations
Division Manager; and Christina Buna, Recording Secretary

Absent:

None

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

5. CONSENT ITEMS

None
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

6.1 Summary of Actions from December 12, 2011 Meeting
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Task Member Kerger moved to accept the minutes of December 12, 2011 - Summary of
Actions; Task Member Yancey seconded the motion which passed 6 - 0; GHAD Liaison
O’Loane abstained.

7. TASK FORCE BUSINESS

7.1  Overview of the Westside Specific Plan

Ms. Yee gave a PowerPoint presentation that provided an overview of the Westside Specific
Plan Update. Ms. Yee stated that the Westside Specific Plan was required to be prepared as
part of the City’s first General Plan in 1986 with the intent to guide the preservation of the
orderly growth of the Westside plan area. Ms Yee stated that the Westside Specific Plan was
adopted in 1989 and amended in 1997. The Westside Specific Plan encompasses about
3,300 acres within the plan area, 498 acres are within the City’s Limits and 2,800 acres are
outside of the City’s limits but within the City’s Sphere of Influence. Ms. Yee stated that the
overall goal of the Westside Specific Plan is preserve the open space character of the area
and create a high quality community of lasting value.

Ms Yee stated the Irongate Ranch Project is driving the Westside Specific Plan Update. Ms.
Yee stated that the delay in moving forward withthe Irongate Ranch Project is that the
General Plan 2030 was not adopted until spring 2011 and the project applicants wanted to
see the outcome of the General Plan 2030 as there were UGB changes that affected the
Labor’s Property as a whole. With the General Plan 2030 now adopted the applicant’s are
refining their site plan.Ms. Yee stated that only 21 units are proposed.

Ms. Chamberlain stated the explanation for the increase of residential units from 1289 to
1325. Ms. Chamberlain stated 6 of the 21 homes were already permitted under the 1997
Westside Specific Plan and the additional 15 residential units were included through
working with the General Plan Review Commission in exchange for 80 acres of open space.
Ms Chamberlain stated in exchange for the 80 acres of open space, 13 acres are designated
for a passive park.

Ms. Yee stated the Labor’s Union area, Gelderman Ranch area and El Nido Property have
been designated to allow residential development. Ms Yee stated of the 1289 units there is
approximately 1180 built.

Ms. Chamberlain stated a passive park does not have sport field amenities.

Ms. Yee stated the Iron Gate Ranch Project has been filed and included an application to
update the Westside Specific Plan. Ms. Yee stated the General Plan policy specifies if there
is any new development it will be necessary for those new developments to fund the

Westside Specific Plan update.

Mr. Barr stated the Williamson Act is a preservation technique for agricultural land. Mr.
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Barr stated when a property is put into Williamson Act for the purpose of restricting
specific parcels of land to agricultural or related open space use, landowners receive tax
assessments which are lower because they are based upon the land valued as open space.

Mr. Wong stated that while the housing units have not been built, opportunity sites must be
identified to accommodate them. Mr. Wong stated the City must plan for the number of
housing units required by the Regional Housing Needs Allocation in order to have the
Housing Elements certified.

Ms. Chamberlain stated once the Sustainable Community Strategy is adopted and the
Regional Housing Needs Allocation is updated and adopted the General Plan will be
updated which is anticipated to begin in 2015 or 2016 with a horizon year beyond 2030.

Mr. Wong stated the sphere of influence is probable physical boundary and service area of
the City. Ms. Kerger requested a glossary of terms for the members for the next meeting.

7.2  Overview of the Westside Open Space Properties and Opportunities for
Preservation

Mr. Bartlett gave a PowerPoint presentation that gave an overview of open space within
and contiguous to the City.

Ms. Yancey stated that she received a letter from Mr. Adams from Save Mt. Diablo dated
November 8th, 2011 stating that Mr. Adams offered to address the committee. Ms. Yancey
stated she left a message for Mr. Adams extending an offer for him to address this
committee. Ms. Lopez stated that Save Mt. Diablo does receive every agenda and is invited
to attend each meeting. Ms. Chamberlain stated she sent an email to Save Mt. Diablo and a
response was sent stating a representative could not make the January 9t meeting.

7.3 Overview of the Draft Hillside and Creek Protection Ordinance

Mr. Barr gave a PowerPoint presentation that provided an overview of the Draft Hillside
and Creek Protection Ordinance with reference to the staff report.

Mr. Barr stated a Planning Commission workshop on the Zoning Ordinance Text
Amendment, including the Draft Hillside, Creek, and Ridgeline Area provisions has been
scheduled for January 17, 2012 to solicit additional comments. Additional public hearings
are schedule for the spring of 2012.

8. CONTINUED ITEMS

None

9. ADJOURNMENT
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The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. to a Regular Meeting on February 13, 2012.

Submitted by Christina Buna, Recording Secretary
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