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3.6 - Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

3.6.1 - Introduction 
This section describes the existing hazards and hazardous materials setting and potential effects from 
the implementation of the Specific Plan on the Specific Plan area and its surroundings.  Descriptions 
and analysis in this section are based on the City of San Ramon General Plan 2030 and a database 
search performed by Environmental Data Resources, Inc. included in this EIR as Appendix C. 

3.6.2 - Environmental Setting 
Hazardous Materials 

Hazardous materials, as defined by the California Code of Regulations, are substances with certain 
physical properties that could pose a substantial present or future hazard to human health or the 
environment when improperly handled, disposed, or otherwise managed.  Hazardous materials are 
grouped into the following four categories, based on their properties: 

• Toxic – causes human health effects. 
• Ignitable – has the ability to burn. 
• Corrosive – causes severe burns or damage to materials. 
• Reactive – causes explosions or generates toxic gases. 

 
A hazardous waste is any hazardous material that is discarded, abandoned, or slated to be recycled.  
The criteria that define a material as hazardous also define a waste as hazardous.  If improperly 
handled, hazardous materials and hazardous waste can result in public health hazards if released into 
the soil or groundwater or through airborne releases in vapors, fumes, or dust.  Soil and groundwater 
having concentrations of hazardous constituents higher than specific regulatory levels must be 
handled and disposed of as hazardous waste when excavated or pumped from an aquifer.  The 
California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Sections 66261.20-24 contains technical descriptions of 
toxic characteristics that could cause soil or groundwater to be classified as hazardous waste. 

Record Search 
Environmental Data Resources (EDR) conducted record searches in June 2009 of federal, state, and 
local databases associated with hazardous materials usage.  The search yielded numerous records for 
properties within the Specific Plan boundaries.  Many of the records reflected low-level or routine 
activities (e.g., a facility that is on file with the Contra Costa County Hazardous Waste Generator 
Program & Business Plan database).  Table 3.6-1 summarizes selected sites that are notable in terms 
of hazardous materials activities or release events.  
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Table 3.6-1: Selected Hazardous Materials Sites 

Source Address Database(s) Remarks 

Electro Test 3470 Fostoria Way CERCLIS NFRAP, 
RCRA CORRACTS, 
RCRA non-CORRACTS 
TSD, LUST, RCRA-
NonGen, HIST 
CORTESE 

National Priorities List site; 
Corrective Action Site; leaking 
UST; case closed in 1997. 

Toyota Motor 
Distributors 

2451 Bishop Drive RCRA-SQG, HIST UST, 
SWEEPS UST, 
CONTRA COSTA CO. 

Small-quantity generator of 
hazardous wastes; USTs present 
onsite; no spills or leaks reported 

Biogenex 
Laboratories 

4600 Norris Canyon 
Road 

RCRA-SQG, CONTRA 
COSTA CO. 

Small-quantity generator of 
hazardous wastes; no spills or 
leaks reported 

San Ramon Valley 
Imaging 

3160 Crow Canyon 
Road 

RCRA-SQG Small-quantity generator of 
hazardous wastes; no spills or 
leaks reported 

Shell Service 
Station (a.k.a. BP) 

3048 Crow Canyon 
Road 

RCRA-SQG, HIST UST, 
SWEEPS UST, 
CONTRA COSTA CO. 

Small-quantity generator of 
hazardous wastes; leaking UST; 
case active 

San Ramon 
Unified School 
District 

3280 Crow Canyon 
Road 

RCRA-SQG, LUST, 
AST, SWEEPS UST, 
HIST CORTESE, 
CONTRA COSTA CO. 

Small-quantity generator of 
hazardous wastes; leaking UST; 
case closed in 2008 

BPS Ramon 2230 Camino Ramon RCRA-SQG Small-quantity generator of 
hazardous wastes; no spills or 
leaks reported 

Aerotest 
Operations 

3455 Fostoria Way RCRA-SQG Small-quantity generator of 
hazardous wastes; no spills or 
leaks reported 

Thornally Property 3333 Crow Canyon 
Road 

LUST, HIST UST, 
SWEEPS UST, HIST 
CORTESE, CONTRA 
COSTA CO. 

Leaking UST; case closed in 1993

Rhodes & 
Jamieson (former 
RMC cement plant 
site) 

4700 Norris Canyon 
Road 

LUST, SWEEPS UST, 
HIST CORTESE 

Leaking UST; case closed in 1997

United Parcel 
Service 

4500 Norris Canyon 
Road 

UST, SWEEPS UST, 
RCRA-NonGen, 
CONTRA COSTA CO. 

USTs present onsite; no spills or 
leaks reported 
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Table 3.6-1 (cont.): Selected Hazardous Materials Sites 

Source Address Database(s) Remarks 

Notes: 
UST = Underground storage tank 
CERCLIS NFRAP = Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Information System.  The 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has determined that no further steps will be taken to list this site on the 
National Priorities List (NPL).  
RCRA CORRACTS = Resource Conservation and Recovery Act Corrective Action Sites 
RCRA non-CORRACTS = Resource Conservation and Recovery Act Non-Corrective Action Sites 
RCRA-SQG = Resource Conservation and Recovery Act Small Quantity Generator.  Small-quantity generator of 
hazardous wastes governed by RCRA. 
LUST = Leaking Underground Fuel Tank Report.  Contains records of reported leaking underground storage tank 
incidents. 
UST = Underground Storage Tank.  Regulated under Subtitle I of the RCRA. 
AST = Aboveground Petroleum Storage Tank Facilities.  Registered aboveground storage tanks. 
HIST UST = Hazardous Substance Storage Container Database.  Historical listing of underground storage tank sites. 
SWEEPS UST = Statewide Environmental Evaluation and Planning System.  Lists underground storage tank locations.  
No longer updated. 
HIST CORTESE = Hazardous Waste & Substance Site List.  Cross-listed with LUST database. 
CONTRA COSTA CO. = Contra Costa County.  Sites are from the Underground Tank Program, Hazardous Waste 
Generator Program & Business Plan 12185 Program. 
Source: Environmental Data Resources, 2009. 

 
The information in the table above indicates that there are a number of properties within the Specific 
Plan boundaries that currently use or formerly used reportable quantities of hazardous materials.  Of 
these properties, the ones of most concern are those with reported spills and leaks, specifically, the 
five sites that contained leaking underground storage tanks (USTs).  Note that four of the cases are 
closed and one is the subject of ongoing remediation.  None of the other sites listed in the table have 
reported spill or leak incidents. 

Past Uses 

Based on aerial photographs, topographical maps, and the EDR record searches, Michael Brandman 
Associates identified past land uses that were present within the Specific Plan boundaries that may be 
of concern as they relate to hazards and hazardous materials.  The land uses are listed below. 

• San Ramon Branch Line: The Southern Pacific Railroad San Ramon Branch Line formerly 
occupied the Iron Horse Trail corridor.  The single-track line originally extended from 
Martinez to Pleasanton and was in service between 1891 and 1978.  San Ramon was served 
with a station, known as San Ramon Siding, near the present-day Iron Horse Trail crossing at 
Crow Canyon Road.  The line was formally abandoned in 1978, and the counties of Alameda 
and Contra Costa acquired ownership of the right-of-way within their respective jurisdictions.  
The Iron Horse Trail was later developed within the right-of-way in the 1990s.  Hazardous 
materials are commonly found in soils surrounding railroad lines.  

 

• Aerojet General/Aerotest Facility: The Aerojet General facility occupied the block bounded 
by Camino Ramon (west), Fostoria Way (north), Iron Horse Trail (east), and Crow Canyon 
Road (south).  The Aerojet General facility opened in 1957 and engaged in atomic research.  
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Aerial photographs indicate that the facility had changed over time, and by the early 1990s, 
much of the site was occupied by different uses, including the San Ramon Valley Unified 
School District maintenance facility, various automotive-related uses (e.g., maintenance, 
repair, and sales), fast food, and other retail and service uses.  Aerotest, a corporate affiliate of 
Aerojet General, occupies a small portion of this site.  Several uses within the former Aerojet 
General site are recorded on hazardous materials databases for spills, leaks, and clean-up 
activities (e.g., Electrotest, the school district maintenance facility). 

 

• RMC Pacific Materials Cement Plant: The former RMC Pacific Materials (CEMEX) cement 
plant was located at 4700 Norris Canyon Road.  As indicated in Table 3.6-1, the site contained 
a leaking UST.  The case was closed in 1997.  The facility was demolished in 2008; at the time 
of this writing, the site is currently be redeveloped as a residential development. 

 
Nearby Uses 

The PG&E Technological and Ecological Services Research laboratory, located at 3400 Crow 
Canyon Road, is immediately adjacent to the Specific Plan boundaries.  The PG&E facility was 
developed in the late 1960s and is used for equipment testing.  The EDR record search indicates that 
the PG&E facility is listed on several databases, including those pertaining to large-quantity 
hazardous materials generators and hazardous materials spills and leaks. 

Radon 
Radon is a carcinogenic, radioactive gas resulting from the natural breakdown of uranium in soil, 
rock, and water.  The EPA has established a safe radon exposure threshold of 4 picoCuries per liter of 
air (pCi/l). 

The California Department of Health Services indicates that indoor radon tests in the 95483 zip code, 
which encompasses the Specific Plan boundaries, found that one of 35 samples (3 percent) contained 
radon concentrations above 4.0 pCi/l.  The California Department of Public Health classifies zip 
codes with 0 to 6 percent of samples exceeding 4.0 pCi/l to be areas of low radon potential. 

Electromagnetic Fields 
Electromagnetic fields (EMFs) have been alleged to cause cancer, although scientific research has 
never conclusively established such a link.  High voltage power lines are the most common source of 
EMFs in urban settings.  An existing 230-kilovolt PG&E power line is located within the Iron Horse 
Trail corridor.  The line serves the PG&E research facility. 

Jet Fuel Pipeline 
A 10-inch-diameter, underground, pressurized, jet fuel pipeline is located within the Iron Horse Trail 
corridor.  The pipeline is owned by Kinder-Morgan Energy Partners and links Concord and San Jose. 



City of San Ramon – North Camino Ramon Specific Plan 
Draft EIR Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates  3.6-5 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2491\24910011\3 - Draft EIR\24910011 Sec03-06 Hazards.doc 

Emergency Operations Plan 

The City of San Ramon has an existing Emergency Operations Plan, which was updated in 2011.  The 
plan identifies the appropriate actions to take when an event occurs due to a major earthquake, 
hazardous materials incident, flood, national security emergency, wildfire, landslide, and other events.  
The Emergency Operations Plan identifies the City’s emergency planning, organizational, and 
response policies and procedures, while integrating and coordinating these with other governmental 
levels when required.  The Emergency Operations Plan institutes the Incident Command System, the 
Standardized Emergency Management System, and the National Incident Management System, 
which provide a common system that is recognized throughout the State of California as a basis for 
managing large emergency incidents that could involve multiple agencies and jurisdictions. 

3.6.3 - Regulatory Framework 
Federal 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
Discovery of environmental health damage from disposal sites prompted the U.S. Congress to pass 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA or 
Superfund).  The purpose of CERCLA is to identify and clean up chemically contaminated sites that 
pose a significant environmental health threat.  The Hazard Ranking System is used to determine 
whether a site should be placed on the National Priorities List for cleanup activities. 

Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act  
The Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act pertains primarily to emergency management 
of accidental releases.  It requires formation of state and local emergency planning committees, which 
are responsible for collecting material handling and transportation data for use as a basis for planning.  
Chemical inventory data is made available to the community at large under the “right-to-know” 
provision of the law.  In addition, the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act also requires 
annual reporting of continuous emissions and accidental releases of specified compounds.  These 
annual submissions are compiled into a nationwide Toxics Release Inventory. 

Hazardous Materials Transportation Act  
The Hazardous Materials Transportation Act is the statutory basis for the extensive body of 
regulations aimed at ensuring the safe transport of hazardous materials on water, rail, highways, 
through air, or in pipelines.  It includes provisions for material classification, packaging, marking, 
labeling, placecarding, and shipping documentation. 

State 
California Hazardous Waste Control Law  
The Hazardous Waste Control Law is the primary hazardous waste statute in the State of California.  
The Hazardous Waste Control Law implements RCRA as a “cradle-to-grave” waste management 
system in the State of California.  The law specifies that generators have the primary duty to 
determine whether their waste is hazardous and to ensure their proper management.  The Hazardous 



 City of San Ramon – North Camino Ramon Specific Plan 
Hazards and Hazardous Materials Draft EIR 
 

 
3.6-6 Michael Brandman Associates 
 H:\Client (PN-JN)\2491\24910011\3 - Draft EIR\24910011 Sec03-06 Hazards.doc 

Waste Control Law also establishes criteria for the reuse and recycling of hazardous waste used or 
reused as raw materials.  The law exceeds federal requirements by mandating source reduction 
planning, and a much broader requirement for permitting facilities that treat hazardous waste.  It also 
regulates a number of types of waste and waste management activities that are not covered by federal 
law with RCRA. 

Local 
City of San Ramon 
General Plan 2030 
General Plan 2030 sets forth the following guiding and implementing policies that are relevant to 
hazards and hazardous materials: 

• Implementing Policy 7.5-I-7: Provide options for the safe disposal of hazardous waste and 
materials. 

• Implementing Policy 7.5-I-5: Comply with State requirements for proper handling and 
storage of solid waste, recyclables, and hazardous materials, diversion of solid waste from 
landfills, and provision of programs to make these activities feasible. 

• Guiding Policy 9.3-G-1: Minimize the risk of property damage and personal injury resulting 
from the production, use, storage, disposal, or transportation of hazardous materials. 

• Implementing Policy 9.3-I-1: Promote the reduction, recycling, and safe disposal of 
household hazardous wastes through public education and awareness. 

• Implementing Policy 9.3-I-2: Continue to investigate options for establishing household 
hazardous waste drop off locations that are convenient to San Ramon residents. 

• Implementing Policy 9.3-I-3: Require the clean-up of sites contaminated with hazardous 
substances. 

• Implementing Policy 9.3-I-4: Support and implement policies contained in the Contra Costa 
County Hazardous Waste Management Plan that encourage and assist the reduction of 
hazardous waste from businesses and homes in San Ramon. 

• Implementing Policy 9.3-I-5: Require businesses generating hazardous waste to pay 
necessary costs for local implementation of programs specified in the County Hazardous Waste 
Management Plan, as well as the costs associated with emergency response services for a 
hazardous materials release. 

• Implementing Policy 9.3-I-6: Work with the San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District to 
minimize potentially dangerous conditions from storing, dispensing, using and handling of 
hazardous materials. 

• Guiding Policy 9.5-G-1: Minimize the risks to lives, property, and natural environment due to 
fire hazards. 

• Implementing Policy 9.5-I-1: Require site design features, which are based on a wildfire risk 
assessment, and fire retardant building materials to reduce the risk of fire within the City. 



City of San Ramon – North Camino Ramon Specific Plan 
Draft EIR Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
 

 
Michael Brandman Associates  3.6-7 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2491\24910011\3 - Draft EIR\24910011 Sec03-06 Hazards.doc 

• Implementing Policy 9.5-I-2: Require the completion of a Fire Protection Plan for new 
development adjacent to a Fire Hazard Area in order to determine which mitigation measures 
are appropriate to minimize fire hazard. 

• Implementing Policy 12.5-I-2: Evaluate potential handling, storage, and transport of 
hazardous materials in new commercial and industrial developments to minimize public 
exposure to hazardous air pollutants. 

 
Contra Costa County Hazardous Materials Program 
Contra Costa County’s Hazardous Materials program serves area residents by responding to 
emergencies and monitoring hazardous materials.  The 2005 Contra Costa County Hazardous 
Materials Area Plan is a comprehensive document that includes the identification of hazardous 
materials incident planning, operations, organization, and responsibilities for handling a hazardous 
materials incident that may impact Contra Costa County.  It also provides support for hazardous 
materials management in Contra Costa County, including the coordination of data management, 
business plans, and facility inspections.  The Plan is a dynamic document designed to protect human 
health and the environment through hazardous materials emergency planning and community right-
to-know programs within the County. 

The Contra Costa Health Services - Hazardous Materials Programs (CCHS-HazMat) is authorized by 
the California Environmental Protection Agency to be the Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA) 
for all cities and unincorporated areas within Contra Costa County.  As the CUPA, CCHS-HazMat is 
the local agency responsible for administering the six elements of the Unified Hazardous Waste and 
Hazardous Materials Management Regulatory Program (Unified Program). 

3.6.4 - Methodology 
Michael Brandman Associates evaluated potential impacts on hazards and hazardous materials through 
review of the City of San Ramon General Plan 2030 and the EDR database search (Appendix C).  

3.6.5 - Thresholds of Significance 
According to Appendix G, Environmental Checklist, of the CEQA Guidelines, hazards and hazardous 
materials impacts resulting from the implementation of the proposed project would be considered 
significant if the project would: 

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine transport, use, 
or disposal of hazardous materials? 

 

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable 
upset and accident conditions involving the likely release of hazardous materials into the 
environment? 
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c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or 
waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school?  (Refer to Section 7, Effects 
Found Not To Be Significant.) 

 

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant 
to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to 
the public or the environment? 

 

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project result in 
a safety hazard for people residing or working the project area?  (Refer to Section 7, Effects 
Found Not To Be Significant.) 

 

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project result in a safety 
hazard for people residing or working in the project area?  (Refer to Section 7, Effects Found 
Not To Be Significant.) 

 

g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan? 

 

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death involving wildland 
fires, including where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are 
intermixed with wildlands?  (Refer to Section 7, Effects Found Not To Be Significant.) 

 
3.6.6 - Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
This section discusses potential impacts associated with the development of the project and provides 
mitigation measures where appropriate. 

Routine Use/Risk of Upset 

Impact HAZ-1: Development and land use activities contemplated by the Specific Plan would not 
create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine 
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials. 

Impact Analysis 
The Specific Plan area contains numerous reported users of hazardous materials.  Generally, nearly 
all users handle, store, and dispose of hazardous materials in accordance with federal and state 
regulations such that public safety is not exposed to undue risk. 

Short-Term Impacts 
Buildout of the Specific Plan would facilitate the redevelopment of the plan boundaries to support 
higher density mixed uses.  Projects constructed as a result of the Specific Plan may involve the use 
and transport of hazardous materials.  These materials may include fuel, oils, mechanical fluids, and 
other chemicals used during construction.  Transportation, storage, use, and disposal of hazardous 
materials during construction activities would be required to comply with applicable federal, state, 
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and local statutes and regulations.  Compliance would ensure that human health and the environment 
are not exposed to hazardous materials.  No significant impacts would occur during construction 
activities.  

Long-Term Impacts 
Hazardous Materials 
The commercial, office, and residential uses envisioned by the Specific Plan would not be large-
quantity users of hazardous materials.  Small quantities of hazardous materials would likely be used 
within the plan area by individual businesses, including cleaning solvents (e.g., degreasers, paint 
thinners, and aerosol propellants), paints (both latex- and oil-based), acids and bases (such as many 
cleaners), disinfectants, and fertilizers.  The use of such substances must occur in compliance with 
applicable storage, handling, usage, and disposal requirements.  The potential risks posed by the use 
and storage of these hazardous materials are primarily limited to the immediate vicinity of the 
materials.  Transport of these materials would be performed by commercial vendors who would be 
required to comply with various federal and state laws regarding hazardous materials transportation.  
As such, they are not expected to expose human health or the environment to undue risks associated 
with their use.   

Businesses that store or intend to store 55 gallons of hazardous materials as liquid, 500 pounds of 
hazardous materials as solids, or 200 cubic feet of hazardous materials as gas onsite within the 
Specific Plan area would be required to submit a Hazardous Materials Business Plan to the Contra 
Costa Health Services Hazardous Materials Program.  Furthermore, compliance with the CUPA 
program would be a part of building permit and fire clearance review for proposed uses within the 
plan boundaries.  

Electromagnetic Fields 
An existing 230-kilovolt PG&E power line is located within the Iron Horse Trail corridor within the 
Specific Plan area.  The line is located within an easement, and the Specific Plan does not 
contemplate new development within this area. 

There are no required or recommended buffering distances for residential or non-residential 
development from high-voltage power lines.  There are numerous local examples of where power 
lines of similar or higher voltage exist close to residential or non-residential development without any 
known adverse affects.  Therefore, it is reasonable to conclude that the uses contemplated by the 
Specific Plan would not be at greater risk for risk of upset associated with EMFs than any other 
similar land use in the project vicinity. 

Jet Fuel Pipeline 
A 10-inch-diameter, underground, pressurized jet fuel pipeline is located within the Iron Horse Trail 
corridor.  The line is located within an easement, and the Specific Plan does not contemplate new 
development within this area. 
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There are no required or recommended buffering distances for residential or non-residential 
development from pressurized pipelines.  There are numerous local examples of where pressurized 
pipelines exist close to residential or non-residential development without any known adverse affects.  
Therefore, it is reasonable to conclude that the uses contemplated by the Specific Plan would not be at 
greater risk for adverse impacts associated with risk of upset from pressurized pipelines than any 
other similar land use in the project vicinity. 

Conclusion 
In summary, the proposed project would not have the potential to create a significant hazard to the 
public or the environment from routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials or through 
the reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions.  Impacts would be less than significant.  

Level of Significance Before Mitigation 
Less than significant impact.  

Mitigation Measures 
No mitigation is necessary.  

Level of Significance After Mitigation 
Less than significant impact. 

Prior Contamination  

Impact HAZ-2: Development and land use activities contemplated by the Specific Plan may be 
exposed to undue risk as a result of prior contamination from past uses. 

Impact Analysis 
Buildout of the Specific Plan would facilitate higher-density mixed uses within the plan boundaries.  
Projects constructed as a result of the Specific Plan may be exposed to existing contamination.   

A number of land uses within the Specific Plan area currently use or formerly used hazardous 
materials.  Most of these activities involve infrequent use or small quantities of materials and do not 
pose a threat to human health and the environment; only a few properties have reported spill or leak 
incidents.  Those with reported spills and leaks, specifically, the five sites that contained underground 
strange tanks (USTs), may present contamination issues during redevelopment of the Specific Plan 
area if proper remediation actions have not occurred.   

Government Code Section 65962.5 
Several properties within the Specific Plan boundaries are listed on hazardous materials sites 
compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5.  This includes the following properties: 
Electrotest, San Ramon Unified School District, the Thornally property, the RMC cement plant site, 
and the Shell Service Station.  As shown in Table 3.6-1, the first four properties are listed as “Case 
Closed,” which signifies that all necessary remediation has been completed.  Therefore, they are not 
considered risks to public health or safety. 
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The remaining site (Shell Service station) is listed as “Active” and remediation efforts are ongoing.  
The San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) is overseeing the 
remediation efforts with this property.  The most recent action that occurred with this property 
involved RWQCB approval of a Soil Vapor Investigation Work Plan in June 2011.  The property 
owner is legally responsible for completing the remediation efforts to the satisfaction of the RWQCB.  
The remediation of contamination associated with this site is independent of the proposed Specific 
Plan and will continue to occur whether the plan is adopted or not.  Therefore, there is certainty that 
the proposed project would not interfere with remediation of this site. 

Other Sites of Concern 
Other sites of concern identified within or near the Specific Plan area include the former San Ramon 
Branch Line, the Aerojet General/Aerotest Facility, and the PG&E Technological and Ecological 
Services Research Laboratory.  Each is discussed separately.  

The San Ramon Branch Line railroad formerly occupied the Iron Horse Trail corridor located within 
the Specific Plan area.  Residue from hazardous materials is sometimes found in soils surrounding 
railroad lines.  However, in this case, railroad activities ceased in the late 1970s and all railroad-
related equipment (rails, ties, switches, etc) was removed.  Furthermore, significant disturbance has 
occurred within the Iron Horse Trail corridor, including the development of the trail and installation 
of utilities, landscaping, and fencing since the cessation of railroad activities.  Because of the passage 
of time and the disturbance that has occurred within the trail corridor, it is unlikely that significant 
quantities of hazardous materials residue are present.   

The Aerojet General/Aerotest Facility originally housed atomic research facilities and other uses, 
including the San Ramon Valley Unified School District maintenance facility, various automotive 
related uses, fast food, and other retail and service uses.  Several uses within the former Aerojet 
General site are recorded on hazardous materials databases for spills, leaks, and clean-up activities 
(Electrotest, the school district maintenance facility, etc.).  Given such past activities, the block 
bounded by Camino Ramon (west), Fostoria Way (north), Iron Horse Trail (east), and Crow Canyon 
Road (south) is an area of concern related to hazardous materials.  As such, mitigation is proposed 
that would require a site-specific Phase I Environmental Site Assessment to be conducted for any 
development proposed within this area.  

The PG&E Technological and Ecological Services Research Laboratory is immediately adjacent to 
the Specific Plan boundaries, northeast of the Crow Canyon Road and Iron Horse Trail intersection.  
The PG&E facility is listed on several databases, including those pertaining to large-quantity 
hazardous materials generators and hazardous materials spills and leaks.  However, the Specific Plan 
does not propose any commercial or residential development immediately adjacent to this facility.  
Additionally, the nearest commercial contemplated by the Specific Plan would be located at least 100 
feet from the property line, and the nearest residential uses would be located at least 500 feet from the 
property line.  In addition, these uses would be physically separated from the facility by the Iron 
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Horse Trail Corridor and Crow Canyon Road.  Although not required by any federal, state, or local 
regulation, these buffering distances would generally be adequate to protect development and land 
use activities associated with the Specific Plan from adverse impacts associated with this facility. 

Asbestos and Lead 
A number of structures within the Specific Plan boundaries pre-date the federal bans on asbestos-
containing building materials and lead-based paint, which were instituted in the late 1970s.  As such, 
removal of structures that were constructed prior to this time period has the potential to result in 
exposure to these materials.  Mitigation is proposed requiring structures constructed prior to 1978 to 
be evaluated for the potential presence of asbestos-containing building materials and lead-based paint.  
If such materials are determined to be presence, the mitigation measure requires proper removal and 
disposal in accordance with federal and state regulations. 

Conclusion 
In summary, implementation of mitigation would ensure that development within the Specific Plan 
would not be exposed to undue risk as a result of prior contamination from past uses.  As such, 
impacts would be less than significant.  

Level of Significance Before Mitigation 
Potentially significant impact. 

Mitigation Measures 
MM HAZ-2a Prior to the issuance of demolition, grading, or building permits (whichever comes 

first) for new development or significant expansion of existing development within 
the block bounded by Camino Ramon (west), Fostoria Way (north), Iron Horse Trail 
(east), and Crow Canyon Road (south), the project applicant shall prepare and submit 
to the City of San Ramon a site-specific Phase I Environmental Site Assessment to 
assess the presence of hazards or hazardous materials.  Recommendations from the 
site assessment shall be incorporated into development plans and implemented to the 
satisfaction of the City of San Ramon to ensure future land uses are not adversely 
affected by any identified onsite hazards. 

MM HAZ-2b Prior to the issuance of demolition permits for any structure constructed prior to 
1978, the property owner or applicant shall retain a qualified contractor to determine 
the presence or absence of asbestos-containing materials or lead-based paint.  If 
either material is found to be present, the property owner or applicant shall retain a 
certified hazardous waste contractor to properly remove and dispose of all materials 
containing asbestos or lead paint in accordance with federal and state law.  The 
property owner or applicant shall submit documentation to the City of San Ramon 
demonstrating that this contractor has been retained as part of the demolition permit 
application.  Upon completion of removal and disposal, the project applicant shall 
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provide documentation to the City of San Ramon demonstrating that these activities 
were successfully completed. 

Level of Significance After Mitigation 
Less than significant impact. 

Emergency Response and Evacuation  

Impact HAZ-3: Development and land use activities contemplated by the Specific Plan would not 
impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan. 

Impact Analysis 
The City’s existing Emergency Operations Plan addresses emergency response and evacuation 
procedures during events such as earthquakes, hazardous materials incidents, floods, national security 
emergencies, wildfires, and landslides.  The Specific Plan area is located in an area where existing 
emergency response times for police and fire meet adopted standards.  The Specific Plan does not 
contain any characteristics that would impair or otherwise interfere with emergency response, 
evacuation, or the policies of the Emergency Operations Plan.  Moreover, the Specific Plan includes 
plans for an additional network of streets that would increase circulation in the area, thereby 
increasing potential emergency vehicle access and evacuation routes.  As such, the Specific Plan’s 
development and land use activities would not impair implementation of or physically interfere with 
the emergency plan.  Impacts would be less than significant.  

Level of Significance Before Mitigation 
Less than significant impact.  

Mitigation Measures 
No mitigation is necessary.  

Level of Significance After Mitigation 
Less than significant impact.  

 






