
ITEM #8.2  

 
 

Parks and Community Services Commission 
 
 
 
Date:  August 14, 2013 
 
From:  Karen McNamara, Public Services Director 
 
Subject: Public Hearing:  Review and Consider Approval of the Proposed Master Plan for  
  the Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park and Rose Garden  
 
  
Recommended Action:  
 
It is recommended that the Parks and Community Services Commission hold the public hearing on 
the proposed master plan for the Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park and Rose Garden and approve 
the park master plan or provide input and direction to staff and the landscape architect for 
consideration of changes for approval at a subsequent meeting of the Commission. 
 
Background:  
 
In July and December 2006, the Parks Commission reviewed the overall Faria Preserve development 
and the Northwest Specific Plan. The planning documents included the conditions of approval 
required for the parks and open space elements of this project site. The project included a 12.7 acre 
community park and a conceptual plan was shown. However, the development of this project was 
delayed and the property changed ownership hands several times.  A more detailed and refined 
design and parks master plan was more recently developed by the project owners through their 
landscape architect Gates and Associates.  The revised park design incorporates the .5 acre rose 
garden into the project for a total acreage of 13.2. 
 
The elements of the 2006 conceptual design have been included and are still contained within the 
revised design and master plan. The park dedication requirement for the project is met in terms of 
the required acreage based on 740 units as shown on this map and requires that the design, 
development and construction and dedication of park improvements will also satisfy the 
requirements.  Park design and improvements must be approved by the Parks and Community 
Services Commission and park improvements must be constructed to City of San Ramon standards 
and specifications.  No credits are given or considered for any private recreation provided in the plan 
  
 
The Facilities Committee reviewed the draft plan on March 27, 2013 and their comments were 
incorporated in the first review.  On May 8, 2013, the Parks and Community Services Commission 
held a public hearing to review and consider the park master plan and conceptual design.  No 
decision was made at that meeting, however the Commission recommended a workshop to allow 
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residents and the Commission to review in more detail the proposed plan, and provide additional 
input to the developer and architect regarding the proposed park master plan and site amenities. The 
workshop was held on Thursday, July 18, 2013 at the San Ramon Community Center.  
Approximately 20 people attended including several Commissioners, and City staff.  [Attachment E 
is the workshop sign in sheet].  
 
Tonight, the developer is seeking approval of the park design and master plan as the project moves 
forward.  The comments received and the workshop input were taken into consideration in the plan 
revision [Attachment B].  Notices [Attachment C] were sent out Friday, August 2 to the original 
mailing list plus anyone who provided input, as well as including those who attended the July 18 
workshop [Attachment D]. 
 
After the workshop, City staff met with the developer and the architect to make revisions to the site 
master plan and conceptual design based on the feedback received at the workshop and through 
correspondence received.  [Attachment G is the workshop notes. Attachment F is the written 
correspondence received to date].  During the workshop, City staff presented information relative to 
the entire City park system inventory in terms of the number and types of amenities and their 
distribution throughout the park system. [Attachment  J].  Additionally, for comparative purposes, a 
matrix showing all of the permitted field use over 12 months for three years, by all of the San Ramon 
sports user groups, was shown demonstrating the distribution and use of all city parks for organized 
sports purposes by local San Ramon youth and adult organizations [Attachment K].  The City has 
worked closely with all of the San Ramon groups to provide a balanced distribution for practice and 
league play so that no one park or facility is overly impacted.  This also addresses the need to have 
practice space within neighborhood parks for neighborhood teams.  The amount of available parking 
for the park is shown on Attachment I and the size of the parking lot (44) is comparable with Coyote 
Crossing (42) which has similar park features.  In addition, there are 109 on street parking spots 
which would put the parking total of 153 on comparison with Athan Downs.  
 
Fiscal Impact: 
 
The design and construction of this park are dedication requirements of the development and 
therefore, there is no fiscal impact to the City of San Ramon on the design or construction.  
Maintenance of this park, and other infrastructure in the development, may be funded by a special 
assessment district within the project boundaries. 
 
Steps Following Approval: 
 
The project developers and their landscape architect, Gates and Associates, will present the revised 
conceptual design and master plan to the Parks and Community Services Commission for approval.  
The approved park design elements, including the field and park lighting, will be a part of the 
environmental review process that will be undertaken on the project.  The Planning Commission will 
begin hearings on the revised development plan which includes the park site.  The Planning 
Commission will approve the total development project. 
 
If the Commission does not approve the master plan on August 14, 2013, further direction and input 
to the developer and the landscape architect should be provided on August 14, so that appropriate 
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revisions can be made to the design, and brought back to the Commission for approval at a 
subsequent Commission meeting. 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
Attachment A:  Project Site Plan and Surroundings 
Attachment B:  Revised Conceptual Design and Park Master Plan 
Attachment C:  Public Hearing Notice 
Attachment D:  Public Hearing Notice Boundary Area 
Attachment E:  Workshop Sign In Sheet  
Attachment F:  Emails and other written correspondence 
Attachment G:  Workshop Notes –Gates and Associates 
Attachment H:  Q&A on issues/questions during public meetings 
Attachment I:  Parking Lot and Street Parking Totals 
Attachment J:  Park and Facility Inventory 
Attachment K:  Field Usage Hours 2010-2013 
Attachment L:  Radius of proposed park site to Community and Neighborhood park 
Attachment M: Excerpt Minutes – Parks and Community Services Commission 5/8/13 
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ATTACHMENT B



 

                                             CITY OF SAN RAMON 
 

PARKS AND COMMUNITY 
SERVICES COMMISSION 

 
WE PROVIDE EFFICIENT DELIVERY OF QUALITY 

PUBLIC SERVICES THAT ARE ESSENTIAL TO THOSE 
WHO LIVE AND WORK IN SAN RAMON 

 
 

QUESTIONS: PLEASE CALL THE PARKS & COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR AT 973-2801 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS 
 

Workshop to review community input on  
Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park and Rose Garden 

Thursday - July 18, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. 
San Ramon Community Center, 12501 Alcosta Blvd. 

 
A workshop with the project landscape architect, City staff and the Parks and Community Services 
Commission will be held to review comments received to date and provide additional information and 
gather input for the purposes of finalizing the park program for presentation to the Parks and Community 
Services Commission for consideration of approval on August 14, 2013. 
 

Review and Consider Approval of the Proposed Master Plan for the  
Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park and Rose Garden 

Parks and Community Services Commission 
Wednesday - August 14, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. 

Council Chamber, 2222 Camino Ramon 
 
A Public Hearing will be held to review and discuss the proposed 12.7-acre Faria Preserve Park and 0.5-
acre Rose Garden within the Northwest Specific Plan Area’s revised Faria Preserve Project. The Parks 
and Community Services Commission is expected to receive public comment, deliberate and approve the 
proposed park master plan for the project or recommend further direction to the applicant and their 
landscape architect, and City staff for approval at another Commission meeting at a later date. 
 
Written comments can also be directed via mail or email below and any comments received by 5:00 p.m. 
on August 14, 2013 will be incorporated into the Commission’s record on this matter. 
 
Parks & Community Services   Karen McNamara, Parks & Community Services Director 
2226 Camino Ramon                                    (925) 973-2801 
San Ramon, CA  94583   kmcnamara@sanramon.ca.gov 
 
 I hereby certify the attached public meeting notice was posted 10 days prior to the noted meeting: 

 
 Dated:  July 1, 2013 

ATTACHMENT	C



 

      CITY OF SAN RAMON 
 

PARKS AND COMMUNITY 
SERVICES COMMISSION 

 
WE PROVIDE EFFICIENT DELIVERY OF QUALITY 

PUBLIC SERVICES THAT ARE ESSENTIAL TO THOSE 
                                                                                       WHO LIVE AND WORK IN SAN RAMON 

 
 

QUESTIONS: PLEASE CALL THE PARKS & COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR AT 973-2801 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

Review and Consider Approval of the Proposed Master Plan for the 
Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park and Rose Garden 

 
Parks and Community Services Commission 
Wednesday - August 14, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. 

Council Chamber, 2222 Camino Ramon 
 
A Public Hearing will be held to review and discuss the proposed 12.7-acre Faria Preserve Park and 
0.5-acre Rose Garden within the Northwest Specific Plan Area’s revised Faria Preserve Project. The 
Parks and Community Services Commission is expected to receive public comment, deliberate and 
approve the proposed park master plan for the project or recommend further direction to the 
applicant and their landscape architect, and City staff for approval at another Commission meeting 
at a later date.  Related written meeting materials and other documents that will be a part of this 
meeting will be available on the City website no later than 6:00pm on Friday, August 9, 2013, 
http://www.sanramon.ca.gov/faria/faria.htm. 
 
Written comments can also be directed via mail or email below and any comments received by 5:00 
p.m. on August 14, 2013 will be incorporated into the Commission’s record on this matter. 
 
Parks & Community Services Karen McNamara, Parks & Community Services Director 
2226 Camino Ramon                         (925) 973-2801 
San Ramon, CA  94583  kmcnamara@sanramon.ca.gov 
 
 
I hereby certify the attached public meeting notice was posted 10 days prior to the noted meeting: 

 
 Dated:  August 1, 2013 
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Attachment F
Emails and Other Written Correspondence

Correspondence is listed in alphabetical order by the respondent’s last name.



1

Buna, Christina

To: McNamara, Karen
Subject: Faria Preserve Park

From: Linda Adams [mailto:laladams@comcast.net]
Sent: Thursday, August 08, 2013 9:47 AM 
To: McNamara, Karen 
Subject: Faria Preserve Park 

Karen,

I’m writing to you to express my concern for the proposed approval of the 
Faria Preserve Park.  While I know that it is important to have parks in 
the city, I feel that the following must be addressed before any approval 
of the Faria Preserve Park can be made: 

1. The park will be close to homes in the Sunridge and Deerwood Heights 
developments.  The people in these developments have, for years, had 
a quiet neighborhood with no lights glaring into the home.  I feel 
that it is most important to protect the rights of the people with 
homes already in place.  This means they have the right to be 
protected from the noise and lights that a “lighted” field would 
bring to their neighborhoods.

2. An example of the lighted field problem can be found in the Diablo 
Vista Park on Crow Canyon.  Driving back from Blackhawk at night, the 
lights from this field are intense.  When you look for the road all 
you can see for a moment are the lights.  I am surprised that no 
traffic accidents have occurred in this area. 

3. The lights from this proposed facility will be very bright.  Thomas 
Ranch homeowners do not want to see these lights at night. It is one 
of the worst examples of “visual pollution” that I can think of.

Please address these issues before considering the approval of the park. 

Linda Adams 
220 Cascadas Court 
925-984-2123
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Buna, Christina

To: McNamara, Karen
Subject:  Faria Preserve: Parks & Community Services 

From: artur duko [mailto:artur_duko@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 2:22 PM 
To: McNamara, Karen 
Subject: Faria Preserve: Parks & Community Services  

Dear San Ramon Parks and Community Services Department,

I am a resident of Deerwood neighborhood and am asking you to oppose the 
current design of the Community Park, which a developer, Lafferty 
Properties is proposing to build at Faria Preserve site.
A soccer field is nice, but to have a full size of it is not necessary. 
There is almost never possible to have enough players to fill it. Another 
nuisance is a synthetic turf: it is very dangerous for competing players - 
if fallen, the bruises are very likely, bloody and bad (I know, as I am an 
ex-player myself and occasionally still play that game).
Better to have several tennis courts build to be used by all adjacent 
communities, as well as expanded children play area.

Regards,
Artur Duko
116 Woodcrest Drive
San Ramon, CA 94583
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Buna, Christina

To: McNamara, Karen
Subject: RE: Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park and Rose Garden: Public Hearing for Wednesday 

May 8, 2013

From: Robert Klingner [mailto:rkstpmn12@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 4:38 PM 
To: McNamara, Karen 
Subject: Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park and Rose Garden: Public Hearing for Wednesday May 8, 2013 

Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park and Rose Garden

Karen McNamara

Parks & Community Services Director

San Ramon, CA  94583

May 8, 2013 4:36 P.M. 

Karen McNamara

Please include the following comments as part of the Commission’s Record 
for the Public Hearing on May 8, 2013 for the Faria Preserve Neighborhood 
Park and Rose Garden.

Comment

It is my understanding that the San Ramon Parks & Community Services 
Department has never obtained comments from the public regarding the 
proposed Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park and Rose Garden.  The current 
map was drawn solely by the applicant with or without assistance from the 
Parks & Community Services Department.  In any case, no member of the 
public has provided input to the proposed Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park 

Page 3 of 28



2

and Rose Garden map prior to the Public Hearing on May 8, 2013.  The 
Public Hearing notice is dated April 26, 2013.  It was not received until 
May 2, 2013.  Therefore, the Public Hearing notice did not provide 
sufficient time for the public to prepare for the meeting.  My request is 
that the San Ramon Parks & Community Services Department schedule 
additional meetings to ensure that the public has adequate time to prepare 
comments.  Thank you.

The Synthetic Turf for the soccer field has dangerous environmental 
impacts.  Synthetic Turf has infill which consists of rubber particles 
made from recycled tires.  The infill has created health problems for 
children.  Synthetic Turf produces a gas-like smell which causes 
irritation.  Schools have policies which restrict use of fields when 
temperatures reach 90 degrees.  Outside temperatures of 90 degrees are 
reflected with temperatures of 120 to 130 degrees on the Synthetic 
Turf.  Synthetic Turf is not environmentally friendly.  It creates health 
risks to children.  It should not be included on the soccer field.

The proposed Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park and Rose Garden map is 
wholly inadequate in terms of the needs of the local communities.  The map 
is dominated by an oversized Soccer Field and a large Baseball field.  The 
needs of the local community include play areas for young children; a 
hiking path for exercise; and activity areas for Basketball, Tennis and 
Skateboarding.  These items are severely lacking in the proposed map.

Currently, in this community young children have no place to play.  A 
community park that included play areas with swings, climbing obstacles, 
etc. would be attractive to families with young children.

In the current community, literally hundreds of people (young and old) use 
Deerwood Drive each day as a hiking path.  It is the single most popular 
outdoor activity in the local community.  Hiking on Deerwood Drive is not 
safe because of problems with traffic.  The proposed map should include a 
hiking path that everyone could use.  The hiking path would attract both 
young and old citizens.  Young children could use the hiking path to ride 
bikes in a safe manner.  Senior Citizens, who live in the proposed Faria 
Preserve housing plan, could use the hiking path for daily exercise. 

In the current community, children of all ages play 
basketball.  Basketball is easily the most popular activity for children 
in this community.  There are basketball hoops on every street and in 
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every cul-de-sac.  The need for the Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park is to 
have 2 full-size basketball courts to serve about 750 children living in 
the immediate area.

Children in the community also use skateboards and scooters 
extensively.  If a skateboard park was included in the proposed Faria 
Preserve Neighborhood Park, it would attract many children.  It would 
provide a safe environment for these activities.  It would remove children 
from the streets where they compete with cars in an unsafe environment.

All residents of the community would benefit by the inclusion of at least 
2 Tennis Courts in the Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park.  The current 
allotment of a single Tennis Court is inadequate.

There is a need to take input from the local community to understand what 
constitutes a viable neighborhood park.  The neighborhood park is supposed 
to serve the needs of the local neighborhoods.  The neighborhoods are a 
diverse community with the presence of young children, teenagers, young 
adults, older adults and senior citizens.  To be effective, the park also 
has to be diverse.  It has to consider the diverse nature of the 
community.  The park needs to provide something for everyone.  It should 
not be a Soccer Field with a few trees and some amenities added 
haphazardly.

Sincerely,

Robert Klingner

102 Claremont Crest Ct.

San Ramon, CA 94583

(925) 362-9949

rksrca@hotmail.com
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Buna, Christina

From: McNamara, Karen
Sent: Friday, June 28, 2013 10:26 AM
To: Robert Klingner
Subject: RE: Faria Preserve Community Park
Attachments: Minutes_130508 Reg Commission.pdf

Robert – here are the approved minutes from the Commission meeting on May 8th.

Karen

From: Robert Klingner [mailto:rksrca@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2013 2:42 PM 
To: McNamara, Karen 
Subject: RE: Faria Preserve Community Park 

Karen,

I very much appreciate receiving your response.  It helps me understand where we 
are in this process.  Thank you. 

Could you please send me the list of comments that were raised at the previous 
meeting?  I could use those comments to help my neighbors better understand the 
issues.

Thank you!

Robert Klingner

From: McNamara, Karen [mailto:kmcnamara@sanramon.ca.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2013 11:21 AM 
To: Robert Klingner 
Subject: RE: Faria Preserve Community Park 

Hello Robert. A workshop to review community input on the Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park and Rose Garden is
being scheduled for
Thursday, July 18, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. at San Ramon Community Center, 12501 Alcosta Blvd. Notices are going out next
week.

This workshop with the project landscape architect [Gates], City staff and the Parks and Community Services
Commission will be held to review comments received to date and provide additional information and gather input for
the purposes of finalizing the park program for presentation to the Parks and Community Services Commission for
consideration of approval on August 14, 2013. We will be prepared to address the comments and see if and how any of
the requested revisions can be incorporated into the design. So in answer to your question, the plan has not been
revised but that will be an interactive process at this upcoming workshop.
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In response to your comments, the landscape architect is not authorized to simply make or incorporate the changes that
were brought up at the meeting, but those comments will be reviewed and addressed at both the workshop and the
commission meeting. The final determination as to the park master plan will be made in a public meeting by the
Commission. You and others will continue to have the opportunity to review and comment on those plans in these
public meetings.

Mr. Toohey is the project applicant, and as such, he is working closely with the City to finalize plans and be certain that
the park design is approved through the public process by the Parks Commission, which is the City’s planning body for
park design. Based on his comments at the Commission meeting, I expect that he will continue to be very cooperative in
ensuring a good planning process and excellent park design.

I hope this helps. Do expect a notice in the mail by end of week next week if not sooner, and also plan ahead for the
August 14 Commission meeting. Information will continue to be posted on the City website as well. We will be mailing
the notice to the same 900+ list that we previously did, plus any additional addresses from those who provided their
address to the City.

Karen

Karen McNamara
Public Services Director
Interim Director Parks and Community Services

(925) 973 2801 Phone
5000 Crow Canyon Road
San Ramon, CA 94582

From: Robert Klingner [mailto:rksrca@hotmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2013 11:07 PM 
To: McNamara, Karen 
Subject: Faria Preserve Community Park 

Karen McNamara 
Director, Parks & Community Services 
San Ramon, CA

Ref:  Faria Preserve Community Park 

Karen,

In a recent meeting, the Parks and Community Services Commission reviewed the 
Faria Preserve Community Park.  At the meeting, I believe the Commission advised 
the applicant to adjust the Faria Preserve Community Park plan.  At the meeting, 
there were discussions regarding the size of the soccer field; the lack of tennis 
courts; the lack of basketball courts; and a different and better plan to support
a hiking trail within the park.  I believe the Commission also considered the 
feasibility of including lights on the soccer and baseball fields. 

On average, I call Gates and Associates twice each week for updates on changes 
they may incorporate in the plan for this community park.  No one at Gates and 
Associates knows anything about the Faria Preserve Community Park.  The routine 
is to take my name and phone number to pass it along to someone who will respond 
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with additional information.  Then no one from Gates and Associates returns my 
calls.

I also meet regularly with the applicant in the person of Pat Toohey, VP 
Operations – Lafferty Communities, Inc.  Pat does not have any information on 
what is happening with the community park plan.

I request that you provide feedback on the above items.  I would like to give 
more information to the local community on what changes to the plan might be 
forthcoming.

Finally, I would request that you provide at least 3 weeks advance notice when 
the Faria Preserve Community Park will be on the agenda before the Parks and 
Community Services Commission.  I need to have discussions with residents about 
the community park.  It takes a few weeks to schedule such discussions.

I appreciate your interest, concern and support. 

Thank you! 

Robert Klingner

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This transmittal is a confidential communication or may otherwise be 
privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this transmittal 
in error and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this transmittal is strictly prohibited. If 
you have received this communication in error, please notify this office, and immediately delete this message 
and all attachments, if any.  
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Buna, Christina

From: McNamara, Karen
Sent: Monday, July 15, 2013 4:41 PM
To: Robert Klingner
Subject: RE: Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park & Rose Garden

Hi Robert – I will be sure that your comments are included in the workshop notes, although I assume that you will plan
to be there. While David Gates did work to add the larger basketball court size on the second draft of the park plan it
did not have to come at the expense of removing something else. And we were not able to include all of the comments
we received in the second draft without without starting to remove or alter other amenities.

So with that said, the workshop will be the most appropriate venue for that discussion to occur so that the participants
and the Commission can review the tradeoffs of adding or deleting or shrinking or expanding park amenities. So no
amenities have been removed or added as of yet. We plan to review each of those and show how it could work, and also
what change would need to be made to make it work – if that is a priority for the community and the Commission.

In the final conclusion, the Commission will review and evaluate all of the comments along with the final design, and
provide an approval at some point, possibly as early as their August 14 Commission meeting.

Karen

From: Robert Klingner [mailto:rksrca@hotmail.com]
Sent: Monday, July 15, 2013 11:32 AM 
To: McNamara, Karen 
Subject: Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park & Rose Garden 

Karen McNamara 

Karen,

I hope you are enjoying the summer in San Ramon.  I think the weather has 
been unusually hot but maybe some cool weather will come our way soon. 

I happen to see David Gates last week at the Architectural Review Board 
meeting.  In discussing, the Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park, David noted 
that he cannot make changes to the park design to accommodate additional 
Tennis Courts.  If this is true, I think it represents a sad 
situation.  Tennis Courts do not take up much room.  They are extremely 
valuable to the success of the park.  Could you please confirm for me that 
only a single Tennis Court will be included in the design? 

This past weekend, I happen to review the Tennis Courts located in Central 
Park.  They only take up a very small portion of the park.  The courts, 
which total 3 in number, are designed around a tall fence.  The 
approximate dimensions are 180 feet wide (each court is 60 feet wide) and 
120 feet long.

I did some calculations to compare the above dimensions for 3 Tennis 
Courts to the total area of the park.  Three Tennis Courts require 21,600 
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square feet.  The park itself has 544,500 square feet.  So the Tennis 
Courts represent 3.97% of the total space.

We have to be fair about how the land in the park is divided.  Much of the 
land is dedicated to children in terms of the soccer, baseball and 
playground areas.  That is fine but there needs to be sufficient space 
both for Tennis Courts and Basketball Courts. 

Note:  David indicated his design would replace the ½ Basketball Court 
with a full Basketball Court.  That is wonderful! 

Robert Klingner
Deerwood Ridge 
102 Claremont Crest Ct 
San Ramon, CA 
rksrca@hotmail.com
(925) 362-9949 
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Buna, Christina

From: Robert Klingner <rksrca@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2013 12:52 PM
To: McNamara, Karen
Subject: Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park:  Public Hearing July 18, 2013

Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park and Rose Garden 

Karen McNamara 
Parks & Community Services Director 
San Ramon, CA  94583 

July 18, 2013 12:51 P.M.

Karen McNamara: 

Please include the following comments as part of the Commission’s Record for the 
Public Hearing on July 18, 2013 for the Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park and Rose 
Garden.

Comment

I appreciate the fact that the PARKS AND COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION requested 
additional public meetings on the proposed FARIA PRESERVE NEIGHBORHOOD PARK AND ROSE 
GARDEN.  This allows additional time for residents to review the design and offer 
their recommendations for improvements. Thank you. 

At the last public meeting, I indicated concern over the use of synthetic turf 
for the soccer field.  I noted that synthetic turf has a history of creating 
health problems for children; produces a gas-like smell which causes irritation; 
and in hot weather, causes ground temperatures to reach dangerously high levels.
I ask that the Commission consider these factors when determining if it is safe 
and wise to use synthetic turf on soccer fields primarily targeted for use by 
children.

I continue to believe that the proposed FARIA PRESERVE NEIGHBORHOOD PARK AND ROSE
GARDEN is wholly inadequate in terms of the needs of the local communities.  The 
design is dominated by soccer and baseball fields.  The soccer field occupies 
12.69% of the total park space.  The baseball field occupies 8.13% of the total 
park space.  These sports tend to be popular with children but the fields would 
not be used daily except during summer months and on weekends.  The rest of the 
time they would lie idle.  The current park design includes a single tennis court 
which occupies 1.30% of the total park space.  The tennis court configuration at 
Central Park consists of 3 tennis courts.  A similar design for FARIA PRESERVE 
NEIGHBORHOOD PARK would occupy 3.90% of total park space.  Tennis Courts are 
popular both with children and adults of all ages.  The current development plan 
for Faria Preserve will more than double the population of Northwest San Ramon. 
In addition, the development plan includes housing for Senior Citizens.  As a 
result, there needs to be an adequate number of tennis courts to accommodate this 
increase in population.  A single tennis court to serve 5000 residents is awful. 

I continue to believe that the current plan for the park should include more 
basketball courts beyond the ½ basketball court listed in the design.
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I continue to believe that the Commission has a responsibility to include a 
skateboarding facility within the park.  Skateboarding has become phenomenally 
popular among children of all ages.  A park that is properly designed, with the 
interests of the residents in mind, will be a successful addition to the 
community.  More importantly, a park that attracts children to an enjoyable and 
safe activity helps in their development to become good citizens.  It is better 
to have children in parks doing athletic activities rather than being idle or 
bored.

I continue to believe that the proposed park include play areas with swings, 
climbing obstacles, etc. that would be attractive to families with young 
children.

I continue to believe that the hiking trail, that everyone could use for daily 
exercise, is the most important aspect of the park.  Today, nearly all the 
families in the community use hiking to stay healthy.  A hiking trail would be a 
wonderful addition to the neighborhood. 

I believe the proposed FARIA PRESERVE NEIGHBORHOOD PARK should serve the needs of the 
residents in Northwest San Ramon.  Our neighborhoods remain diverse.  Many 
residents are from other parts of the country and from Asia, Europe, Central & 
South American and from the Middle East.  There is a mixture of infants, young 
children, teenagers, young adults, older adults and senior citizens.  To be 
effective and enjoyable, the proposed park also has to be diverse.  It has to 
consider the diverse nature of the community.  The park needs something for 
everyone.

Finally, I can report that there is a growing concern among local residents on 
the hazards associated with night lighting.  The closest nearby communities would 
suffer the most if lighting was used on the soccer and baseball fields.  The 
glare from these lights would negatively impact Deerwood Ridge, Deerwood 
Highlands and California Sunridge neighborhoods.  Night lights are not acceptable 
to any of the residents in these communities.  The use of lights attracts more 
activities like tournaments which increase noise and traffic congestion.  People 
in these communities want peace and quiet.  The use of night lighting for Faria 
Preserve should be prohibited.

Sincerely,

Robert Klingner 
Deerwood Ridge 
102 Claremont Crest Ct. 
San Ramon, CA 94583 
rksrca@hotmail.com
(925) 362-9949 
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Buna, Christina

From: Sung Lee <sungclee@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 16, 2013 8:52 PM
To: McNamara, Karen
Cc: Robert Klingner
Subject: Faria Preserve Development Project

Ms. Karen McNamara, Director of Park and Community Services

My name is Sung Lee. My wife, Hee Joo Lee, and I have been living at
130 Claremont Crest Court, San Ramon, since 1997. We are not going to be able to attend the meeting on July 18, 2013
but we would appreciate it very much if our viewpoint in this e mail is read at the meeting.

We think the idea of putting 786 housing units into the Faria Preserve is extremely ill conceived and misguided. The
roads around the proposed property simply cannot handle 2,600 additional people. Even without the added 2,600
peole, it already takes close to 10 minutes to get on the 680 Freeway even though my house is less than a mile from the
freeway entrance. Unless the city of San Ramon is going to widen the Crow Canyon and the Bollinger by making them
twice as wide as the current size and also find ways to reduce the number of traffic signal lights, there will be
unacceptable increase in traffic and traffic accidents. The Northwest corner of the city of the San Ramon will become
extremely uncomfortable place to live. This, in our view, is very unfair to those who are currently living in San Ramon's
Northwest corner. Thank you for your time to listen to our viewpoint.

Sincerlely,

Sung and Hee Joo Lee
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Buna, Christina

From: McNamara, Karen
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 8:51 AM
To: Buna, Christina
Subject: FW: Public Hearing on the Plan for Faria Preserve

Original Message
From: Sung Lee [mailto:sungclee@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, August 04, 2013 12:23 PM
To: McNamara, Karen
Subject: Public Hearing on the Plan for Faria Preserve

Ms. Karen McNamara,

We will not be able to attend the public hearing on the proposed Master Plan for the Faria Preserve on August 14, 2013.
However, we would really appreciate it if our brief e mail message can be read by you and heard at the meeting.

I have been a resident and the home owner of a house at 130 Claremont Crest Court, San Ramon since 1997. I really
don't think the proposed plan is going to work for the community. With over 2,000 new residents added to the
Northeast corner of Bollinger Canyon and Crow Canyon, the congestion, especially the traffic congestion, will become
totally unbearable. My house is less than a mile away from the 680 freeway, yet with 5 traffic signal lights, it takes over
5 minutes to get on to the freeway. With 2,000 residents added to this small area with limited roads, the traffic is going
to be several times worse and there will be many more accidents due to the extremely heavy traffic.
If this plan is approved, there will be many questions and potential legal actions on why the city of San Ramon was so
short sighted and ill planning for this part of the city. I urge the City staff and the Park and Community Services
Commission to reconsider the extreme hardship the Master Plan will bring to this part of the city that I have enjoyed
living in.

Thank you in advance.

Sung & Hee Lee
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Buna, Christina

From: Jim Motter <jim.motter@sojlegalservices.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 16, 2013 11:44 AM
To: McNamara, Karen
Subject: Faria Preserve

Karen,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide some input in regards to the Faria Preserve recreational field
plans. The project will be a welcomed addition to the collection of parks in San Ramon. One area of concern
is that the City would benefit from baseball fields which can accommodate the growing 13 to 18 year old age
bracket. At present we have plenty of small fields in the City and the baseball field, as proposed, would be
restricted to players 12 and under which mean that this field could never be used for adult softball.

Another possible issue is one of safety with the soccer field sitting right outside of left field.

Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to provide some input.

Have a great meeting.

Jim Motter | San Ramon Baseball and Softball
D 925.858.9737 | F 413.658.9737 |

Preparing players for High School and Beyond 
SanRamonBaseball.com 

SanRamonFastpitchSoftball.com 
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Buna, Christina

From: McNamara, Karen
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2013 2:16 PM
To: Cheryl Niccoli
Subject: RE: Faria Preserve

Dear Jeffrey and Cheryl: The Parks and Community Services Commission is reviewing and considering only
the park element of the Faria Preserve development plan. If the development plan overall is approved and
moves forward, the developer will be required to build and dedicate a 13.7 acre park/rose garden. Therefore,
approval of the park design is a necessary component of the project planning process. The Commission’s
purview does not include approval of the entire project nor the residential component, just the approval of
the park’s design and amenities as it relates to the project. The Planning Commission will be reviewing the
entire project.

Interested persons can go to Planning’s webpage created specifically for the project to get additional
information http://www.sanramon.ca.gov/faria/faria.htm

If the project does move forward, the community and the new residents of this area will know what the park
will include prior to homes being constructed or purchased. In this way, prospective buyers would be fully
aware of the park design and make their choices accordingly. Secondly, as the project moves through other
environmental reviews, and because the park is a significant part of the project, it is important that the park
design be included in the environmental reviews as well.

With that said, your comments will be a part of the Commission record on this project, and I will forward all
comments received to the Planning Department for the record on the overall project. I hope this answers
your question.

Karen

Karen McNamara
Public Services Director
Interim Director Parks and Community Services

(925) 973 2801 Phone
5000 Crow Canyon Road
San Ramon, CA 94582

From: Cheryl Niccoli [mailto:cniccoli@aol.com]
Sent: Friday, July 19, 2013 11:22 AM 
To: McNamara, Karen 
Cc: Resmith62@aol.com; thomas_ranch@yahoogroups.com; rksrca@hotmail.com
Subject: Faria Preserve 

Dear Karen, 

My husband and I are very concerned about the huge housing development, Faria Preserve, that is 
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planned to be built in our area.  We live in Thomas Ranch and love the rolling hills and peaceful 
nature of our community.  We are advocates of keeping our open space free of development and 
although we voted in candidates that promised to protect our open space, it appears that they haven't 
done a very good job of keeping their promise.  It is a real disappointment that the project is at this 
point and we are discussing the designs of the park and what type of lighting that would be 
acceptable.  It's a shame that San Ramon seems to be following Dublin's footsteps with over-
development and cheap housing instead of Alamo's, where open space is abundant and housing 
prices remain high.  We will be plagued with more traffic, glaring lights and noise pollution.  I would 
much rather see more cows grazing on our rolling hills than rows of dense housing and and 
basketball courts.  How sad!  We are writing to say we'd like the entire project stopped.  If it is too late 
to stop the project, at the very least they should not have lights glaring at night and noise 
pollution.  We bought our house in San Ramon because of the beautiful open space surrounding us 
and because it wasn't over-crowded.  It is very sad that we are going in the wrong direction. 

Concerned Citizens, 
Jeffrey & Cheryl Niccoli 
612 Cobblestone Drive 
San Ramon, CA  94583
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Buna, Christina

From: Rick Randel <randolo@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Tuesday, July 16, 2013 9:15 PM
To: McNamara, Karen
Cc: rksrca@hotmail.com
Subject: Faria Ranch

I am a resident of Deerwood Highlands. I cannot attend the workshop on Thursday evening as I have a prior
commitment.

I would like to request that, if the Faria Ranch development is allowed to proceed, that the landscaping of the southern
edge of the development be extended to include the barren strip of land north of Woodcrest and between Hillcrest
Court and Deer Terrace Court. It’s the patch between the end of the gravel path that extends northeast of Hillcrest
Court, and the cement path the leads west out of Mill Creek Hollow toward Deer Terrace Court.

I realize this land doesn’t belong to Lafferty but perhaps as a condition to approving the development, the city could
require Lafferty to extend the landscaping they do on the southern edge of their property to this small patch. It would
basically expand Mill Creek Hollow westward and allow people on the west side of Deerwood Highlands to walk to Mill
Creek Hollow through a park like setting instead of on city streets. Right now we walk our dog that way to Mill Creek
Hollow but there’s no path so we’re walking through weeds. The landscaping doesn’t have to be fancy, it could be very
low maintenance with low water needs, just so long as it suppresses the weeds. Thanks,

Rick Randel
302 Hillcrest Court
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Buna, Christina

From: George Shaw <g_w_shaw@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2013 4:09 PM
To: McNamara, Karen
Cc: rksrca@hotmail.com
Subject: Faria Preserve Parks Meeting

I am George Shaw, twice past president of the Deerwood Owners Association. Our association represents 88
homes immediately below the Faria Preserve project. I was involved in several discussions of the project with
Art Lorenzini when the project was with Claremont Homes. 
There have been several discussions among the homeowners regarding the project and in general they would
prefer the project not be built at all, or at least greatly reduced in size and to move the access road back as far
as possible so as to have the least impact on the community.  

Homeowners who frequently utilize sports fields in the area find that the existing fields of all kinds are
underutilized and feel that additional sports fields are unneeded. Has the Parks Commission looked at the
utilization of existing facilities to see if additional facilities are even needed?  
Our community has specifically been concerned about night lighting. We neither want the light disturbing our
homes nor the noise from evening and night activities that lighting will promote. 

One preference is that of simply a large maintained grass park field for ad hoc activities—undeveloped for any
specific sport. The only such large field in the area was Osage Park, which now has baseball field at its corners
and is marked for soccer fields. The result is that during sports seasons the entire park is unusable by anyone
not participating in that sports activity. Using the park at other times does not work for some activities. 

Flying model planes need large areas so the model is not lost in the adjoining homes, but itself uses almost no
space, but still can’t be done without distracting the players of an organized sport. Flying small model planes is
often only possible in the morning when there is little wind, yet sports start early and continue through the
afternoon or evening. Flying kits similarly need large areas, but use little themselves and are similarly
incompatible with sports usage. Other community activities can also use open space that is not regularly
reserved for any particular activity. 

In general, the preference is for the least development at all. Our community has many resources that are
already under used. 

 

  
George Shaw 
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Buna, Christina

From: McNamara, Karen
Sent: Monday, July 08, 2013 10:52 AM
To: Jalal Siddiqui
Subject: RE: Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park and Rose Garden
Attachments: Item 8.2 Attachment A Faria Project Site Plan with Aerial exhibit B.pdf; Item 8.2 

Attachment B Faria Project Community Park Master Plan 4_29_13 exhibit A.pdf; Item 
8.2 Public Hearing Faria Preserve Park Master Plan Staff Report.doc

Hi Jalal – Here are reports and two maps showing the park site that was presented to the Parks Commission on May
8. There were comments and revisions requested which we will cover at the July 18 workshop. The intended opening
will coincide with the development of the residential project that is being built in the same area so there is no date
determined as of yet. Hopefully this information will clarify your questions. Please feel free to call me at 973 2801 if I
can answer anything in more detail. Karen

Karen McNamara
Public Services Director
Interim Director Parks and Community Services

(925) 973 2801 Phone
5000 Crow Canyon Road
San Ramon, CA 94582

From: Jalal Siddiqui [mailto:jalalsiddiqui@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, July 05, 2013 5:32 PM 
To: McNamara, Karen 
Subject: Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park and Rose Garden 

Hi Karen, 
I'm a resident of San Ramon city since August 2000. I live in west side of San Ramon at the intersection of 
Bollinger Rd and Crow Canyon Rd. 
I got this flyer about Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park. 

I'd like to know more about this plan, it's location, intended date of opening etc. Thanks in advance for 
providing the information. 

Regards,
Jalal Siddiqui 
18 Starflower Terrace, 
San Ramon, CA-94583 

Page 20 of 28



1

Buna, Christina

From: McNamara, Karen
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2013 2:25 PM
To: Resmith62@aol.com
Subject: RE: San Ramon Planning Commission Staff Report
Attachments: Faria Preserve (1,000 ft boundary + extended).jpg

Hello Ron – thank you for your participation in the park workshop. In follow up to your questions, the Thomas Ranch
neighborhood was included in the Parks Commission notices – I believe nearly 900 addresses. I’ve included a graphic to
show you the boundary of which property owners were included in the mailing list. I’ve also confirmed that the list
includes your name and address on Cascadas Ct. along with all the Thomas Ranch owners. I believe that the citation in
your email you are referring to is from an old staff report from a “study session” held with the Planning Commission in
January 2013. That study session notice was given as a courtesy to owners within 1,000 ft. south of the project. The list
was provided to us from Planning is a 1,000 ft. boundary line PLUS the Thomas Ranch neighborhood. [ Even though the
notice requirement is a 300’ radius and the nearest home in Thomas Ranch is 1,300’ away, we’ve included them anyway
as we know there is interest from that development to this project]. So at this point, I would consider the parks
Commission meetings on the park project sufficiently and properly noticed. Keeping in mind that the purview of the
Commission on this specific item related to the Faria project is approval of the park design only, not any of the other
project or development areas or issues of concern.

Interested persons can go to Planning’s webpage created specifically for the project to get additional information
http://www.sanramon.ca.gov/faria/faria.htm

Karen McNamara
Public Services Director
Interim Director Parks and Community Services

(925) 973 2801 Phone
5000 Crow Canyon Road
San Ramon, CA 94582

From: Resmith62@aol.com [mailto:Resmith62@aol.com]
Sent: Friday, July 19, 2013 5:32 PM 
To: McNamara, Karen 
Cc: rksrca@hotmail.com
Subject: San Ramon Planning Commission Staff Report 

Karen,

Listed below is page 2 of subject report. We discussed briefly Thursday evening that 
Thomas Ranch residents were not properly notified. Please see Item II. B. Public Notice 
which outlines the boundaries used for the Public Notice.  It excludes the area South of 
Crow Canyon and West of Bollinger Canyon. We have 140 residents who are vitally 
concerned about the whole project and would like to be placed on the mailing list. 
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 Also, can you please go back and bring them up to date with all of the documents that 
have been sent to the other 630 homeowners East of Bollinger and North of Crow Canyon 
Road.

Thanks for your help. 

Regards,

Ron Smith
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Buna, Christina

From: McNamara, Karen
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2013 2:15 PM
To: Lisa Vargas
Subject: RE: Faria Preserve development

Dear Ms. Vargas: The Parks and Community Services Commission is reviewing and considering only the park
element of the Faria Preserve development plan. If the development plan overall is approved and moves
forward, the developer will be required to build and dedicate a 13.7 acre park/rose garden. Therefore,
approval of the park design is a necessary component of the project planning process. The Commission’s
purview does not include approval of the entire project nor the residential component, just the approval of
the park’s design and amenities as it relates to the project. The Planning Commission will be reviewing the
entire project.

Interested persons can go to Planning’s webpage created specifically for the project to get additional
information http://www.sanramon.ca.gov/faria/faria.htm

If the project does move forward, the community and the new residents of this area will know what the park
will include prior to homes being constructed or purchased. In this way, prospective buyers would be fully
aware of the park design and make their choices accordingly. Secondly, as the project moves through other
environmental reviews, and because the park is a significant part of the project, it is important that the park
design be included in the environmental reviews as well.

With that said, your comments will be a part of the Commission record on this project, and I will forward all
comments received to the Planning Department for the record on the overall project. I hope this answers
your question.

Karen

Karen McNamara
Public Services Director
Interim Director Parks and Community Services

(925) 973 2801 Phone
5000 Crow Canyon Road
San Ramon, CA 94582

From: Lisa Vargas [mailto:lisa_vargas2003@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, July 20, 2013 10:05 AM 
To: McNamara, Karen 
Subject: Faria Preserve development 

Dear Ms. McNamara: 
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I am very upset to hear about this development happening in my community.  My husband and I 
purchased a home here in Thomas Ranch one year ago.  The reasons we love this area are the 
rolling hills, peacefulness, wildlife, and non-congestion.  We are in a great school district, close to the 
freeway and have beautiful views.  I personally love our view outside our bedroom window, I can see 
the rolling hills behind Thomas Ranch and Mt. Diablo.  I am not happy about San Ramon turning into 
a version of congested and overpopulated Dublin.  This will only cause more overcrowded streets, 
schools, shopping centers, parking issues,and  freeway congestion.  Please do not create this issue 
for San Ramon.  We have a five year old son and our plan was to stay here long term as we love the 
school district and the current way of life.  If you do this we will be forced to move as I am not 
interested in living next to this development.  Can I please ask why you think this is good for San 
Ramon?  Why is it good for the nearby residents?  Why should we be happy about this? I look 
forward to your response. 

Rafael and Lisa Vargas 
708 Pradera Way 
San Ramon, CA 94583 
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Buna, Christina

From: ZX <zxjoye@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2013 2:11 PM
To: McNamara, Karen
Subject: Faria Preserve Neighborhood Park 

Hi Karen, 
We would like to address our issue towards the Faria Park Neighborhood Park. We believe that a park like this 
will definitely be a great addition to our neighborhood, but there are some points we would like to point out to 
improve upon this park. 

Considering the number of residents in this neighborhood, the tennis court recorded to be part of the park will 
definitely not meet the needs of all the residents. If the other additional residents are decided to be added into 
the headcount, the population would be incredibly unbalanced towards the equipment provided. Considering the 
fact that this park was built for both current and future residents, shouldn't this park at the least meet the needs 
of how much residents
we currently have? Our community is a growing community, and with the additional 786 housing plans of Faria 
Preserve Development Project, adding three tennis courts is not unreasonable.

In conclusion, we strongly believe that the park should expand the tennis courts to a total of three. Thank you 
for your consideration.

Joy Zheng 
Resident of Deerwood Ridge 
201 Claremont Crest Way 
San Ramon, CA 94583
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Buna, Christina

To: McNamara, Karen
Subject: RE: Ltr./request to preserve San Ramon's "Westside" for 5/8 Parks Commission mtg.

From: Zelinskipr@aol.com [mailto:Zelinskipr@aol.com]
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 4:41 PM 
To: Parks Commission 
Cc: McNamara, Karen; mayor@sanramon.ca.gov; City Council; City Clerk (Public); aqcs@comcast.net;
jim.gibbon@safeway.com; jpblick@comcast.net; taylorcpa@comcast.net; bev2ern@comcast.net
Subject: Ltr./request to preserve San Ramon's "Westside" for 5/8 Parks Commission mtg. 

May 8, 2013 

To:     Dominique Yancey - Chair - San Ramon Parks Commission 

From: Jim Zelinski - San Ramon resident 

Subj.: Letter/request to preserve remaining open space in San Ramon's "Westside" and other hillside areas 

Dear Chairwoman Yancey: 

Please incorporate into the record and read this letter at tonight's Parks Commission meeting. 

Thank you for considering my request that the Commission make the preservation of all remaining open space in San 
Ramon's hillsides - including the so-called Gelderman Ranch aka the "Corrie" property on the Westside - a formal City of 
San Ramon priority. 

San Ramon's population will almost certainly grow - it has grown dramatically over the past decade - and preservation of 
open space and natural areas should be a current and future priority. 

San Ramon is fortunate to possess much natural beauty but the Westside is particularly valuable from an aesthetic, 
environmental and economic standpoint.  Indeed, previous documents including the City's General Plan note the 
overarching value of our Westside hills which feature stunning views, harbor many species of wildlife and also contribute 
to high property values. 

I understand that the City Council's Open Space committee have been for many months studying which properties should 
be considered priorities for preservation and acquisition.  I want to thank all committee members including my neighbor 
John Youngblood for their effort. 

I believe San Ramon's effort to acquire open space - only from willing landowners or lands on which development is 
already limited - would be supported by city and county residents, business, community groups, environmental 
organizations and public agencies such as the East Bay Regional Park District. 

And there is a mandate under our General Plan to work with other stakeholders to expand the amount of open space for 
the benefit of current residents and future generations. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Zelinski 
2634 Derby Drive 
San Ramon, CA 
94583 
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Buna, Christina

To: McNamara, Karen
Subject: RE: Please incorporate/note/read letter at 5/8/2013 Parks Comm mtg/future Cncl mtg.

From: Zelinskipr@aol.com [mailto:Zelinskipr@aol.com]
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 4:13 PM 
To: Parks Commission 
Cc: McNamara, Karen; mayor@sanramon.ca.gov; City Council 
Subject: Please incorporate/note/read letter at 5/8/2013 Parks Comm mtg/future Cncl mtg. 

Thank you. 

May 8, 2013 

 To: Dominique Yancey - Chair - San Ramon Parks Commission

From:    Jim and Kelly Zelinski 

Our young daughter has special needs so we know first-hand the benefit of any experience that 
empowers a person with physical and developmental challenges to participate fully in a social or play 
setting.  Our daughter has daunting physical challenges but one of her great joys is using a 
playground - swinging and sliding - like the rest of her peers. 

We greatly appreciate that San Ramon Parks Commission Chair Dominique Yancey and Public 
Works Department Manager Karen McNamara worked hard to ensure that the new Athan Downs 
playground will be for people of all abilities.

We want to thank Ms. Yancey, Ms. McNamara and the City of San Ramon for this new playground 
which we hope will be a gem in our great park system.

We also hope that all new parks will include equipment, play structures and safe access for people of 
all abilities.

 In addition, we hope that this new playground will showcase for the entire community the value and 
importance of accepting, supporting, welcoming and engaging with people of all abilities. 

 Sincerely, 

Jim and Kelly Zelinski 

San Ramon residents 
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Jim Zelinski 
Zelinski Public Relations 
925/242-0918 or 415/420-6050 
www.zelinskipublicrelations.com
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MEETING NOTES 

Project Name: Far ia Preserve 

Re:  Faria Neighborhood Park Community Workshop on 7/18/13 

Location:  San Ramon Community Center  

Present at Meeting:  Parks Commissioners:   Dominique Yancey, B i l l  Meine, David 
Ernest,  Heidi  Kenniston Lee, Wil l  Doerl ich,  John Mil ls.   City Staff:   Karen McNamara, 
Cindy Yee, Debbie Chamberlain.   Appl icant:   Patrick Toohey, David Gates,  Kimmy 
Chen.  15+ Residents [see sign in sheet]  

 
MEETING DISCUSSION: 
 

1. Pool - Not part of the neighborhood park, not City owned operated or maintained. 

2. Concern on proposed the lighting for soccer field, light pollution, and lights leaking into the adjacent 
residential on the south side of the Faria Preserve property. 

City has the preferred light product/vender and will work with them to do illumination study 
and show the radius of area to be lighted.  
City staff showed photos of sports field lighting installations and directional lighting 
technology 

 
3. Per General Plan: City has (3) community parks.  Requirement of community park within 3 mile radius 

of residential.   
This park location meets the 3 mile radius requirement - Memorial Park and Central Park 
Park dedication requirement for the project is based on 740 units that requires 10.5 acre park 
site. Development to provide 13.2 acres of land dedication and park improvements  
The proposed Neighborhood Park will be owned and maintenance by City. 

 
4. Use of Soccer fields: 

Soccer facilities are designed with all age group use in mind. 
City will issue use permits to field user groups and use permits for lit facilities cannot be 
issued past 10pm. 
Don’t make soccer field smaller. 

 
5. Discussion on the Volley ball use: 

Location of the proposed volleyball courts is on the lawn with sleeves for the poles; this lawn 
area is for flexible uses other than volleyball events. 
Community discussed and suggested adding another basketball court (full size) @ the 
proposed  volleyball court location 

ATTACHMENT G
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Some people suggested leaving as is as the lawn area provides green and flexible uses. 
Some people don’t want volleyball and want basketball courts instead. 
 

6. City doesn't currently have synthetic turf baseball fields 
Acoustic effect of synthetic turf was raised. 
 

7. Discussion on the skateboard and dog park: 
Comment: shouldn't have a skateboard and dog park because the park is too isolated / not 
easy to supervise and will be noisy. 
Dog parks and skateboard park would be destination features that would attract visitors 
from throughout the east bay area. 
Architect showed size and space requirements for dog park and skate park based on 
existing similar facilities.  Other park amenities would need to be removed or changed 
to accommodate either of these. 
 

8. Want bocce ball courts as an amenity that would be used by all but specifically the senior population 
who will live in the Faria development. 

 
9. Want baseball field to be 300' so that adult softball play and older youth can be accommodated. 

Will be challenging to fit so that adult softball play and older youth play can be 
accommodated. 
Community suggested moving home plate to another orientation, Gates responded it will 
conflict with other passive uses. 
Architect and staff agreed to look into this option with next revision. 

 
10. Shade structure – provided at entry plaza, picnic areas and gazebo. 
 
11. Wants features that are fully usable in terms of their size and functionality. 

 
12. Overview of park 

Park Completion timeline by end of 2nd year after grading begins 
Full Construction time frame = 2 years 
City policy -  park constructed prior to home sales 

 
13. Tree species will be considered during development of construction drawings for spacing and location 

adjacent to paving, sidewalks, etc. 
 
14. Want a drinking fountain near tennis court. 

 
15. Consider senior needs/use at park. 

 
16. CONCLUSION: 
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a) Keep one (1) full sized basketball court as shown – Volleyball area can be multi-use lawn; keep 
green staging “lobby”. 

b) No dog park 
c) No skateboard park 
d) Proposed soccer field - ok 
e) Study baseball field size/expansion (adult size) 
f) Tennis court - keep as-is (one court) 
g) Add Bocce ball court in volleyball area - social area (11 votes for yes; 0 for no) 
h) Study lighting and add lighting shown on baseball/softball field 

 
OTHER QUESTIONS: 

1. no school will be built – defer to School District 
2. Acreage for parking? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The above is as interpreted by Gates + Associates.  Please notify our office in writing of any information 
additional or contrary. 
 
Signed:        Date:      
 
Copies to: 
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Question/Answer on Faria Preserve Park Project:  These questions arose during 
the public meetings held on this project on May 8, 2013 and July 18, 2013 and 
additional information is provided here regarding those questions. 

Q:  How is it that the park project is under review for approval when the entire residential 
project is under review? 

A:  The park  is the  largest portion of public  infrastructure  in the project.   The park design 
will need to be a part of the overall project approval [done by the Planning Commission], and 
part of any environmental studies that take place.  Future property owners will know what the 
park offers in terms of amenities and can use that information in their home buying decisions.  
Since  the park  acreage  and  requirement  is  spelled out  in  the  Specific Plan, planning  for  the 
design and master plan of  the park early  in  the process  is appropriate.   Approval of  the park 
design also binds the applicant/developer to those park amenities as proposed and approved.   

Q:  How will the parking for the proposed park be addressed? 

A:  The amount of available parking for the park is 44 stalls in the parking lot.  In addition, 
there are 109 on street parking spots which would put the parking total of 153. This compares 
is on comparison with Athan Downs, Creekside Park, Memorial Park. 

Q:  What ages will be served by a baseball/softball field with a 250’ outfield? 

A:  This size field will be suitable for practice and league play for baseball for boys up to age 
12, and girls and women’s softball of all ages. 

Q:  How are the fields and lights programmed? 

A:  The Parks and Community Services Department issues permits for league play to the San 
Ramon  based  youth  sports  organizations.   Under  the  City’s  co‐sponsorship  policy  for  use  of 
fields,  those  groups must be  51% or  greater  San Ramon  residents.   Most  are near  95%  San 
Ramon  residents. The  fields  could be permitted  for use weekdays  after 4pm  and weekends.  
Fields are also  left open for neighborhood use, and maintenance periods. Typically, a majority 
of the field use permits are for local league play, and very rarely, are they used for tournaments 
with  teams outside of San Ramon.   Each  league generally hosts one  to  two  tournaments per 
year and typically, they are using the  larger community parks with multiple  fields per site  for 
those tournaments, and sites with concession stands. 

  The lighting would be programmed by Parks and Community Services Department staff 
based on the permits  issued, and the  lighting  is automated to go off at the conclusion of the 
permitted time, or 10:00pm at the latest.   Field lights are not left on if there is no use permit. 
Tennis court lighting stays on until 10:00pm automatically. 

ATTACHMENT	H



Page	2	of	3 

 

 

Q:  Is this park considered a neighborhood or community park? 

A:  The General Plan and Park Master Plan define neighborhood and  community park as 
follows: 
Neighborhood  Park. A  park  or  playground  at  least  two  acres  in  size,  developed  primarily  to 
serve  the  recreational needs of citizens  living within a half mile radius of  the park. The City’s 
goal,  at General  Plan  buildout,  is  to maintain  4.5  acres  of, Neighborhood  Parks,  and  School 
Parks per 1,000 residents. 
 
Community Park. A larger park or facility developed to meet the park and recreational needs of 
those living or working within a three‐mile radius of the park. Community parks vary from 10 to 
60 acres. The City’s goal, at General Plan buildout, is to maintain 2.0 acres of Community Parks 
and Specialized Recreation Areas per 1,000 residents. 
 
The Northwest Specific Plan calls for a neighborhood park of 12.7 acres to be built as part of the 
residential project.  While the average of all neighborhood parks [as defined in the Parks Master 
Plan] is about 4.2 acres, this park is larger than any of the City’s neighborhood or school parks, 
but smaller than the average of the three designated community parks [average is 26+acres].   
 
The proposed amenities  in the park will generate use by the residents  in closest proximity to 
the park including existing neighborhoods and will serve as a neighborhood park for the homes 
within  the ½ mile  radius.   There are no  ‘destination’ or specialized  features  that are  likely  to 
attract to users from outside of the area, as most of the amenities can be found in many of the 
parks  in San Ramon.   While  the  fields and  tennis  courts are designed  for neighborhood use, 
they will also be used by the local youth sports organizations for practice and league play as are 
all of the neighborhood and community parks  in San Ramon.   The youth sports  leagues  [field 
users] continue to grow in size and popularity, and the City works closely with those groups to 
develop facilities to meet the needs of nearly 7,000 youth sports participants, some of whom 
live [or will live] in this neighborhood area. 
 
Q:  Was the size of the proposed park in the Faria Preserve changed from earlier approved 
plans? 
 
A:  The size of  the park as defined by  the Northwest Specific Plan  [NWSP]  in Objective C, 
Policy  1  of  the  Parks  and  Open  Space  chapter  calls  for  1.   Develop  and  dedicate  an 
approximately  12.7  acre  community park  as  a  turnkey  facility, with  a  variety of  recreational 
facilities to provide passive and active recreational opportunities. 
 
The 2006 plan was approved with a 12.7 acre park site, the refinement made as a result of the 
Settlement agreement also has the park at 12.7 acres.  The current project with plan submitted 
since October 2012 shows park acreage remains unchanged at 12.7 
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Q:  Was  the park acreage  tied  to  the proposed school site  that was eventually  removed 
from the plan? 
 
The 2006 NWSP does not  include as part of  its  land use program, a “school site”.  While  the 
General Plan 2020  (approved  in 2002)  included discussion of  the potential  for  a  school  site, 
after  consultation  with  SRVUSD,  they  determined  that  existing  schools  had  adequate 
capacity.  The NWSP does call for an educational site at “approximately 1.6‐acres, and is located 
in  the  southeastern  corner  of  the  plan  area.   The  educational  use  facility  is  envisioned  to 
accommodate an educational museum,  interpretive  learning  center, or educational outreach 
use intended to serve the residents of the adjoining neighborhoods in the plan area as well as 
the greater community.”  The 1.6 acre educational site, which was originally located adjacent to 
the 12.7 acre park site, was relocated as part of the 2006 NWSP and Faria Preserve Vesting Map 
approval.  The 1.6 acre educational site—while adjacent  to  the 12.7 acre park site was never 
included as part of the park acreage.  The current proposal maintains a 1.6 acre educational site 
in  the  southeastern  corner of  the project.  Below  is  an  excerpt  from  a  staff  report detailing 
SRVUSD’s stance on placing an additional school in the project area. 
 
“The San Ramon Valley Unified School District (SRVUSD) was question why a school site was not 
required.  
Margaret  Brown,  Assistant  Superintendent  for  the  SRVUSD  commented  that  the District  has 
done  a  number  of  demographic  studies  student  on  enrollment  and  the  proposed  student 
generation numbers, and  in  looking at  the development proposed  in  the NWSP and  the Crow 
Canyon Specific Plan the District has determined that they have adequate capacity within their 
existing schools through expansion of those facilities to serve this project. “ 
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*Small Group Picnic - 1-50 people
**Large Group Picnic - 51-200 people

***Other Field Sports such as Flag Football, Cricket, Lacrosse, etc.
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COMMUNITY PARKS

Athan Downs 20.00 158 4 X X X X X X X X X 4 4 1 1 4 X 1 X
Concession Stand; 1/2 Basketball Court;  
Universal Playground

Central Park and Community 
Center

42.80 206 10 X X X X X X X X X 5 5 3 2 3 X 2 X
Fountain; Amphitheater; Water Play; Lit 
Basketball; Skatepark

Memorial Park 16.00 61    3 X X X X X 1 X 2 X
Bocce; Horseshoe Pits; BMX Track; Dog 
Park; Grass Meadow

Bark and Ride 6.88 54    2 X X X X Dog Park; bike storage lockers
Crow Canyon Gardens 7.50 X X X X Community Gardens
Del Mar Dog Park 0.08 X X X Dog Park
Forest Home Farms Historic Park 16.00 X X X X Tractor Museum; Historical Property
San Ramon Sports Park 11.00 180 8 X X X X X X X 2 3 2 Concession Stand; All-Weather Soccer
Alcosta Senior & Community 
Center Park & Gardens

6.25 133 15 X X X X X X X X
Bocce; Horseshoe Pits; Shuffle Board; 
Community Gardens; Gazebo

SR Olympic Pool & Aquatic 
Park/Tennis

7.00 112 5 X X X X X X X 8 Aquatic Complex

Summit View Trails 13.00 X X Trails, Benches; Viewing Area;  disc golf
Tassajara Ridge Staging Area 5.00 14    1 X X X X Trailhead; Dog Park

Arlington Park 4.10 20 2 X X X X X X 1 1 1 X Children's Maze
Bellingham Square 4.00 X X X X X 1 1 X Gazebo; Shade Structure; Horseshoe Pit
Boone Acres 6.00 X X X X X 1 1 X Horseshoe Pits; Track; Grass Meadow
Centennial Park 5.25 19 1 X X X X X 1 X
Compass Point Park 1.40 X X 1 X
Country Faire Park 0.25 X X X X 1 X

COMMUNITY PARKS

SPECIALIZED RECREATION AREAS/ FACILITIES

NEIGHBORHOOD AND POCKET PARKS

ATTACHMENT J
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*Small Group Picnic - 1-50 people
**Large Group Picnic - 51-200 people

***Other Field Sports such as Flag Football, Cricket, Lacrosse, etc.
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Coyote Crossing 7.85 42 2 X X X X 1 1 1 1 2
Creekside Park 5.97 59 2 X X X X X X 1 1 3 X
East Branch Park 5.10 22 1 X X X X X X 1 1 1 1 X Gazebo; Shade Structure
Fire Truck Park 1.15 X X X X X 1 X Sand Box
Hidden Crest Park 2.34 X X X X 1 X Gazebo; Shade Structure
Hidden Valley Park 4.50 38 2 X X X X X X 1 1 1 X
Inverness Park 7.00 X X Exercise Course
Limerick Park 2.80 X X X X X X X 1 2 X Gazebo; Shade Structure
Mosaic Park 1.60 X 1
Mill Creek Hollow 4.00 11 1 X X X X 1
Monarch Park 6.34 45 2 X X X X X X 1 X 1 X Cricket Pitch; Butterfly Interpretation
Old Ranch Park 6.00 36 2 X X X X 1 1   2 X Tee Ball Field; Paved Track 
Piccadilly Square 4.10 X X X X X 2 X Gazebo
Ramona Park 4.00 X X X X X 2 X Gazebo; Horseshoe Pits; Bocce
Red Willow Park 4.00 21 1   X X X X X 1 1 1 X
Richard Fahey Village Green 4.90 15 1   X X X X X 1 1 1 X
Sherwood Park 1.50 X X X X X 2 X Gazebo

Six Pillars Park 2.50 2   X X X X X 1 X 1 X
1/2 Basketball; Game Tables; Novice Skate 
Area

Souyen Park 2.40 19 1   X X X X X X 1 X 1 X Climbing Wall; Grass Meadow
Valley View Park 10.25 38 2   X X X X X X 1 1 1 1 X
Windy Hills Park 1.36 X X X X 1 X

Bollinger Canyon School/Park 4.50 X X 2 1 2
Country Club School/Park 7.00 X X 1 1 1 3
Coyote Creek School/ Park 6.00 X X 1 1 1

SCHOOL PARKS
Elementary Schools
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*Small Group Picnic - 1-50 people
**Large Group Picnic - 51-200 people

***Other Field Sports such as Flag Football, Cricket, Lacrosse, etc.
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Golden View School/Park 4.00 X X 1 1 1
Hidden Hills School/Park 6.30 X X 1 1 1
Live Oak School/Park 5.00 X X 1 1
Montevideo School/Park 3.50 X X 1 1 1 X
Neil Armstrong School/ Park 3.00 X X 2 2 1
Quail Run School/Park 4.00 X X 2 2 1 X
Twin Creeks School/Park 3.00 X X 1 1 1 2 X
Walt Disney School/Park 4.50 X X 1 1 1

Gale Ranch Middle School/Park 15.00 X X 2 2
Iron Horse Middle 
School/Park/Community Gym

6.00 X X * * Track; Community Gym; *See Central Park

Pine Valley Middle 
School/Park/Community Gym

9.00 X X 2 3 Community Gym

Windemere Ranch Middle 
School/Park

12.40 X X 2 2 Cricket Pitch

X X
California High School Tennis 
Courts/ Track

14.00 X X X 1 1 Track

Dougherty Valley High 
School/Aquatic Center/ 
Performing Arts Center

17.00 X X X 1 1 4 Aquatic Center, Performing Arts

TOTAL DIAMONDS =38
TOTAL SOCCER =42
TOTAL TENNIS = 22

Middle Schools

High Schools



8/2/2013

PARK
2010/2011 FISCAL YEAR 

HOURS
2011/2012 FISCAL YEAR 

HOURS
2012/2013 FISCAL YEAR 

HOURS

Athan Downs 4886.00 4584.00 4843.00

Bollinger Canyon 1845.50 2052.50 2268.00

Central Park 7325.00 7637.50 8019.50

Country Club 813.00 980.00 933.00

Golden View 774.50 850.00 749.00

Memorial 781.00 848.00 975.00

Montevideo 968.00 1060.00 937.00

Neil Armstrong 2060.00 2140.00 2124.00

Old Ranch 596.00 805.50 773.00

Pine Valley 2684.00 2836.00 3088.50

Twin Creeks 761.00 850.00 769.00

Village Green 904.00 945.00 775.00

Walt Disney 975.00 1057.00 946.00

TOTAL 25373.00 26645.50 27200.00

PARK
2010/2011 FISCAL YEAR 

HOURS
2011/2012 FISCAL YEAR 

HOURS
2012/2013 FISCAL YEAR 

HOURS

Arlington 831.50 925.00 1024.00

Coyote Creek 1194.00 1240.00 1292.00

Coyote Crossing 1276.00 1417.00 1500.00

Creekside 856.00 778.50 669.50

East Branch 1245.00 1324.00 1368.00

Gale Ranch 2129.00 2248.00 2475.00

Hidden Hills 874.00 1073.00 1404.00

Hidden Valley 909.00 906.00 1071.50

Live Oak 722.50 553.00 517.00

Monarch 410.00 338.00 501.00

Quail Run 2570.00 2752.00 2790.00

Red Willow 509.00 594.00 659.00

Sports Park 5147.00 5011.50 5364.00

Valley View 881.50 884.00 925.00

Windermere Ranch 2304.50 2218.00 1408.00

TOTAL 21859.00 22262.00 22968.00

GRAND TOTAL 47232.00 48907.50 50168.00

CO-SPONSORED FIELD USER RENTAL HOURS

NON-DOUGHERTY VALLEY PARKS

DOUGHERTY VALLEY PARKS

ATTACHMENT K
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CITY	OF	SAN	RAMON	
PARKS	AND	COMMUNITY	SERVICES	COMMISSION	MEETING	1 

	2 

May	8,	2013	3 

Regular	Meeting	4 

	5 

Excerpt	Minutes	6 

	7 

Approved	June	12,	2013	8 

	9 

	10 

8.2	 Public	Hearing:	Review	and	Consider	Approval	of	the	Proposed	Master	Plan	for	11 

the	Faria	Preserve	Neighborhood	Park	and	Rose	Garden	12 

	13 

Ms.	 McNamara	 summarized	 the	 staff	 report	 and	 introduced	 David	 Gates	 of	 Gates	 and	14 

Associates	and	Pat	Toohey	from	Lafferty	Communities.		15 

	16 

Mr.	 Gates	 presented	 a	 PowerPoint	 of	 the	 proposed	 master	 plan	 for	 the	 Faria	 Preserve	17 

Neighborhood	Park	and	Rose	Garden.		18 

	19 

Chair	Yancey	opened	Public	Comment.		20 

	21 

Robert	Klingner	–	102	Claremont	Crest	Court,	San	Ramon,	94583	–	925‐362‐9949	22 

	23 

Mr.	Klinger	has	been	a	resident	of	San	Ramon	for	13	years	and	his	property	is	adjacent	to	24 

the	Faria	Preserve.	Mr.	Klinger	stated	 in	 the	current	community,	 children	of	all	ages	play	25 

basketball.		Basketball	 is	easily	 the	most	popular	activity	 for	children	 in	 this	community.		26 

There	are	basketball	hoops	on	every	street	and	in	every	cul‐de‐sac.		The	need	for	the	Faria	27 

Preserve	 Neighborhood	 Park	 is	 to	 have	 2	 full‐size	 basketball	 courts	 to	 serve	 about	 750	28 

children	living	in	the	immediate	area.		Children	in	the	community	also	use	skateboards	and	29 

scooters	 extensively.		 If	 a	 skateboard	 park	was	 included	 in	 the	 proposed	 Faria	 Preserve	30 

Neighborhood	Park,	 it	would	attract	many	children.		 It	would	provide	a	safe	environment	31 

for	 these	activities.		 It	would	 remove	children	 from	 the	streets	where	 they	 compete	with	32 

cars	 in	 an	 unsafe	 environment.	 All	 residents	 of	 the	 community	 would	 benefit	 by	 the	33 

inclusion	of	at	least	2	Tennis	Courts	in	the	Faria	Preserve	Neighborhood	Park.		The	current	34 

allotment	of	a	single	Tennis	Court	is	inadequate.	35 

	36 

Mr.	Klinger	 stated	 the	Public	Hearing	notice	dated	April	 26,	2013	was	not	 received	until	37 

May	 2,	 2013.	 Therefore,	 the	 Public	 Hearing	 notice	 did	 not	 allow	 him	 sufficient	 time	 to	38 

prepare	for	the	meeting.	Mr.	Klinger	requested	the	City	to	schedule	an	additional	meeting	39 

to	ensure	the	public	has	the	opportunity	to	provide	 input	to	the	proposed	Faria	Preserve	40 

Neighborhood	Park	and	Rose	Garden.		41 

	42 

Mr.	Klinger	stated	in	the	current	community,	people	(young	and	old)	use	Deerwood	Drive	43 

each	day	as	a	hiking	path.		Hiking	on	Deerwood	Drive	is	not	safe	because	of	problems	with	44 
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traffic.		 The	 proposed	 map	 should	 include	 a	 hiking	 path	 that	 everyone	 could	 use.		 The	45 

hiking	 path	 would	 attract	 both	 young	 and	 older	 citizens.		 Young	 children	 could	 use	 the	46 

hiking	path	to	ride	bikes	in	a	safe	manner.		Senior	Citizens,	who	live	in	the	proposed	Faria	47 

Preserve	housing	plan,	could	use	the	hiking	path	for	daily	exercise.		48 

	49 

Mr.	Klinger	stated	the	proposed	synthetic	 turf	soccer	 field	 is	 too	 large.	Mr.	Klinger	added	50 

the	synthetic	turf	for	the	soccer	field	has	dangerous	environmental	impacts	and	has	infill,	51 

which	 consists	of	 rubber	particles	made	 from	recycled	 tires.		Mr.	Klinger	 stated	 the	 infill	52 

has	 created	 health	 problems	 for	 children	 and	 synthetic	 turf	 produces	 a	 gas‐like	 smell,	53 

which	 causes	 irritation.	 	Mr.	 Klinger	 also	 stated	 high	 schools	 and	 colleges	 have	 policies	54 

which	 restrict	 use	 of	 fields	 when	 temperatures	 reach	 90	 degrees	 because	 the	 outside	55 

temperatures	of	90	degrees	are	reflected	with	temperatures	of	120	to	130	degrees	on	the	56 

synthetic	 turf.	Mr.	Klinger	 added	 the	 synthetic	 turf	 is	not	 environmentally	 friendly	and	 it	57 

creates	health	risks	to	children	and	should	not	be	included	on	the	soccer	field.		58 

	59 

Mr.	Klinger	concluded	with	the	combined	 input	of	 the	professional	knowledge	of	 the	City	60 

and	the	local	community	a	viable	neighborhood	park	could	be	built	to	provide	something	61 

for	everyone.		62 

	63 

Jim	Blickenstaff	–	2410	Talavera	Drive,	San	Ramon,	94583		64 

	65 

Mr.	Blickenstaff	with	 the	Mt.	Diablo	Sierra	Club	stated	 there	 is	a	unique	opportunity	 in	a	66 

couple	of	areas,	one	area	being	the	dedication	of	the	open	space	of	144	acres	as	part	of	the	67 

preserve.	Mr.	 Blickenstaff	 stated	 this	 is	 a	 unique	 and	vital	 opportunity	 for	 the	City	 to	be	68 

very	 forceful	 on	 seeing	 that	 final	 number	 become	 part	 of	 the	 end	 result	 of	 whatever	 is	69 

approved,	 but	 it	 is	 key	 to	 the	 ultimate	 success	 of	 how	 the	 City	 looks	 and	 feels	 to	 the	70 

residents.	The	other	thing	that	is	relevant	is	the	consistency	of	the	number	of	acres	of	this	71 

proposed	master	plan	from	the	previous	one,	which	is	a	positive	to	see	they	are	holding	to	72 

the	 acreage	 that	 was	 a	 part	 of	 the	 original	 plan.	 Mr.	 Blickenstaff	 stated	 the	 acreage	 is	73 

dependent	 on	 the	 population	 of	 the	 project,	 which	 is	 dependent	 on	 the	 units.	 Mr.	74 

Blickenstaff	added	this	acreage	is	contingent	upon	the	decision	of	740	units,	which	might	75 

not	be	the	final	number	of	units	therefore	not	the	final	number	of	acreage.	Mr.	Blickenstaff	76 

stated	according	to	his	calculations	6.5	acres	is	what	is	appropriate	under	the	General	Plan	77 

for	1,000	persons	per	project.	Mr.	Blickenstaff	concluded	this	project	is	a	continued	work	in	78 

progress	and	the	City	and	developer	are	being	careful,	to	see	the	original	commitments	not	79 

just	parks	but	also	to	open	space.		80 

	81 

Jim	Gibbon	–	410	Gregg	Place,	San	Ramon,	94583	–	925‐830‐0750	82 

	83 

Mr.	Gibbon	with	San	Ramon	for	Open	Government	stated	that	it	is	fine	to	look	at	the	park	84 

element	 of	 the	 project,	 but	 this	 plan	 went	 before	 the	 City	 Council	 and	 the	 Planning	85 

Commission	 and	 they	 did	 not	 like	 it.	 Mr.	 Gibbon	 stated	 the	 creek	 in	 the	 middle	 of	 the	86 

property	 will	 be	 filled	 and	 homes	 will	 be	 built	 on	 top	 of	 it.	 Mr.	 Gibbon	 also	 added	 the	87 

property	is	not	stable	and	the	Calaveras	fault	runs	through	the	middle	of	it	and	violates	the	88 

General	Plan	in	terms	of	the	creek	setback.	Mr.	Gibbon	claimed	there	is	nothing	to	approve.	89 

Mr.	Gibbon	stated	this	plan	was	originally	approved	prior	to	the	significance	of	greenhouse	90 
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gases	were	really	understood.	If	the	project	was	looked	at	again	and	calculated	how	much	91 

energy	 it	would	 take	 to	 just	 get	 people	up	 to	 it	 and	 the	 engineering	 to	make	 the	project	92 

happen	would	not	pass	based	on	the	negative	environmental	impact.	Mr.	Gibbon	stated	this	93 

project	 should	 never	 see	 the	 light	 of	 day.	 Mr.	 Gibbon	 stated	 the	 senior	 housing	 facility	94 

should	not	be	placed	in	a	suburban	housing	enclave	that	is	isolated	from	the	amenities	of	95 

the	City.	Mr.	Gibbon	added	the	City	does	not	have	any	money	to	maintain	the	park	and	he	96 

does	not	believe	there	will	ever	be	a	special	assessment	district	to	fund	the	maintenance	of	97 

the	park	and	other	infrastructure	in	the	development.		98 

	99 

Dennis	Noh	–	925‐838‐0182	100 

	101 

Mr.	Noh	stated	the	size	of	the	250’	baseball	field	will	not	be	able	to	accommodate	all	games	102 

and	the	field	should	be	open	adult	baseball	and	men’s	softball.	Mr.	Noh	said	the	proposed	103 

field	is	only	fit	for	women’s	softball.	Mr.	Noh	stated	if	there	is	only	going	to	be	one	ball	field	104 

it	should	accommodate	the	whole	community	and	he	added	there	is	not	a	real	field	in	this	105 

area	that	is	250	feet.	Mr.	Noh	stated	the	one	ball	field	that	he	wants	to	use	should	be	bigger	106 

than	250	feet.		107 

	108 

Joy	Randel	–	302	Hillcrest	Court,	San	Ramon,	97583	–	925‐362‐3243		109 

	110 

Ms.	Randel	asked	if	the	entrance	only	from	Bollinger	Canyon	Road.	Mr.	Toohey	responded	111 

there	will	be	two	entrances,	Bollinger	Canyon	Road	and	Deerwood	Drive.	Ms.	Randel	asked	112 

if	 the	 current	 houses	 on	 cul‐de‐sacs	would	 have	walking	 paths	 into	 the	 community.	Mr.	113 

Toohey	responded	they	would	have	walking	paths	into	the	community.	Ms.	Randel	stated	114 

she	 objected	 to	 having	 the	 creek	 filled	 in.	Ms.	 Randel	 also	 objected	 to	 the	 lighted	 sports	115 

fields	 and	 does	 not	 want	 to	 hear	 the	 noise	 pollution	 from	 sporting	 events	 during	 the	116 

daytime	 and	 especially	 not	 in	 the	 evening.	Ms.	 Randel	 asked	 if	 the	 proposed	 community	117 

pool	 would	 be	 utilized	 only	 by	 the	 Faria	 community	 or	 also	 the	 residents	 of	 the	118 

surrounding	 communities.	 Mr.	 Toohey	 responded	 the	 community	 pool	 would	 be	 for	 the	119 

greater	 community	 and	 not	 just	 for	 the	 Faria	 community.	 Ms.	 Randel	 asked	 if	 they	 are	120 

considering	the	square	footage	of	the	park	based	on	the	number	of	homes	and	apartments	121 

already	surrounding	the	area	in	addition	to	the	740	units	that	will	be	built	all	utilizing	the	122 

park.	Mr.	Toohey	responded	the	General	Plan	dictated	the	size	of	the	park.		123 

	124 

Ms.	Randal	stated	she	would	like	to	see	a	dog	park	and	more	walking/bike	paths	instead	of	125 

the	 lighted	 sports	 fields	 or	 tennis	 courts.	Ms.	 Randal	 requested	 a	 current	 environmental	126 

impact	 be	 completed	 on	 this	 development	 and	 would	 also	 like	 to	 see	 the	 maintenance	127 

impact	it	will	have	on	the	City.	Mr.	Toohey	responded	the	project	has	to	be	revenue	neutral	128 

to	 the	City,	 the	 sub‐division	 Faria	 Preserve	Neighborhood	will	 take	 care	 of	 the	park.	Ms.	129 

Randal	 stated	 again	 she	would	 like	 to	 see	wooded	 areas	 and	walking	 paths	 rather	 than	130 

sports	 fields.	 Mr.	 Toohey	 responded	 that	 there	 is	 250	 acres	 of	 open	 space	 that	 is	 being	131 

maintained	as	open	space	and	they	are	currently	in	the	process	of	purchasing	an	additional	132 

400	acres	of	wooded	open	space	area,	so	there	will	be	quite	a	bit	of	open	space.	Ms.	Randal	133 

stated	she	wants	the	wooded	open	space	by	her	home	instead	of	the	sports	fields.		134 

	135 

Ms.	Randal	asked	 if	 anyone	has	considered	 the	different	 types	of	 sports	and	 the	 traffic	 it	136 
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will	 bring	 to	 the	 sports	 fields.	 Mr.	 Toohey	 responded	 that	 is	 what	 is	 being	 asked	 for	137 

consideration	 from	 the	 Commission	 tonight.	 Ms.	 Randal	 asked	 if	 the	 amount	 of	 housing	138 

units	is	final.	Chair	Yancey	responded	we	are	only	discussing	the	development	of	the	park.	139 

Ms.	McNamara	responded	the	size	and	development	of	the	park	that	is	being	presented	this	140 

evening	is	based	on	the	requirement	of	740	units.		141 

	142 

Ms.	Randal	 added	 the	proposed	 senior	housing	would	 isolate	 seniors	 from	much	needed	143 

services	and	would	force	them	to	drive.		144 
 145 
Michael	Jones	–	124	Claremont	Crest	Court,	San	Ramon,	94583	–	925‐552‐5322	146 

	147 

Mr.	 Jones	 stated	 the	 proposed	 park	 is	 the	 appropriate	 size	 of	 a	 neighborhood	 park	 and	148 

what	 was	 approved	 in	 the	 General	 Plan	 was	 a	 community	 park,	 which	 is	 designed	 and	149 

calculated	very	differently.	Mr.	 Jones	added	as	a	 community	park	 it	 should	be	 taken	 into	150 

consideration	 the	 needs	 of	 residents	 up	 to	 three	miles	 away	 from	 the	 park	 location.	Mr.	151 

Jones	stated	as	part	of	the	General	Plan	this	was	supposed	to	be	a	community	park.		152 

	153 

Mr.	Jones	stated	according	to	the	General	Plan	there	was	supposed	to	be	a	15‐20	acre	site	154 

for	a	school	and	if	the	school	was	not	built	the	space	should	revert	to	open	space.	Mr.	Jones	155 

stated	740	units	have	nothing	to	do	with	a	community	park.	The	community	park	property	156 

has	to	take	care	of,	with	our	increasing	population,	up	to	20,000	people.	A	community	park	157 

is	more	along	the	lines	of	Central	Park	or	possibly	Memorial	Park,	significant	real	estate	for	158 

multiple	 uses.	 Chair	 Yancey	 asked	 how	 big	 of	 a	 park	 would	 he	 like	 built.	 Mr.	 Jones	159 

responded	the	Faria	Park	should	be	enlarged	 to	a	minimum	of	40	acres	 to	accommodate	160 

residents	within	a	three‐mile	radius.		161 

	162 

Chair	Yancey	read	resident	Artur	Duko’s	email	into	the	public	record.		163 

	164 

Dear	San	Ramon	Parks	and	Community	Services	Department,	165 

		166 

I	am	a	resident	of	Deerwood	neighborhood	and	am	asking	you	to	oppose	the	current	design	of	167 

the	Community	Park,	which	a	developer,	Lafferty	Properties	 is	proposing	 to	build	at	Faria	168 

Preserve	site.	A	soccer	field	is	nice,	but	to	have	a	full	size	of	it	is	not	necessary.	There	is	almost	169 

never	possible	to	have	enough	players	to	fill	it.	Another	nuisance	is	a	synthetic	turf:	it	is	very	170 

dangerous	for	competing	players	‐	if	fallen,	the	bruises	are	very	likely,	bloody	and	bad	(I	know,	171 

as	I	am	an	ex‐player	myself	and	occasionally	still	play	that	game).	172 

Better	to	have	several	tennis	courts	build	to	be	used	by	all	adjacent	communities,	as	well	as	173 

expanded	children	play	area.	174 

		175 

Regards,	176 

Artur	Duko	177 

116	Woodcrest	Drive	178 

San	Ramon,	CA	94583	179 

	180 

Ms.	 Yee	 stated	 the	 park	 design	 is	 a	 part	 of	 the	 review	process	 for	 the	 development	 and	181 

tonight	staff	is	looking	for	comments	regarding	the	conceptual	design	of	just	the	park.	Ms.	182 
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Yee	 stated	 when	 the	 Parks	 Commission	 has	 provided	 their	 final	 critiques	 and	 design	183 

comments	of	the	park	design;	they	are	then	put	into	the	development	plan	application.	Ms.	184 

Yee	stated	we	have	asked	the	commission	to	review	this	conceptual	plan	at	this	time	so	that	185 

things	like	environmental	review,	access	and	entrances	to	the	park	could	be	added	as	part	186 

of	the	developmental	plan	before	it	will	go	to	the	Planning	Commission.		187 

	188 

Ms.	Yee	stated	according	 to	Section	6:	Parks	and	Recreation	Element	of	 the	General	Plan	189 

2030,	 it	 identifies	 all	 of	 the	 current	 and	 proposed	 parks.	 There	 are	 currently	 three	190 

community	parks	in	the	City	–	Central	Park,	Athan	Downs	and	Memorial	Park.	There	is	one	191 

future	community	park	that	is	identified	in	the	General	Plan,	which	is	Rancho	San	Ramon	192 

Community	 Park.	 The	 map	 of	 6‐1	 of	 the	 General	 Plan	 shows	 a	 proposed	 future	193 

neighborhood	park,	which	is	the	Faria	Preserve	Development	Park.	Ms.	Yee	stated	whether	194 

the	amount	of	740	units	goes	up	or	down	does	not	change	 the	size	of	 the	park	required,	195 

12.7acre	park	was	identified	in	the	Northwest	Specific	Plan,	which	is	the	guiding	document	196 

for	this	community.	Ms.	Yee	stated	the	developer	can	put	more	or	less	than	740	units,	but	is	197 

still	 required	 to	 build	 a	 12.7	 acre	 park.	 Chair	 Yancey	 asked	 this	 particular	 park	 is	 a	198 

neighborhood	park	and	not	a	community	park.	Ms.	Yee	responded	the	park	is	defined	as	a	199 

neighborhood	park.		200 

	201 

Chair	Yancey	closed	public	comment.		202 

	203 

Commissioner	Ernest	stated	a	250	foot	fence	is	more	than	adequate	for	little	league,	this	is	204 

not	a	universal	 field,	but	will	be	specific	to	a	particular	kind.	Commissioner	Ernest	would	205 

like	the	baseball	field	to	be	synthetic	and	he	strongly	urged	the	developer	to	put	synthetic	206 

turf	in	for	all	of	the	sports	playing	fields.	Commissioner	Ernest	added	that,	as	a	condition	of	207 

project	 approval,	 all	 infrastructure	 should	 be	 funded	 by	 a	 special	 assessment	 district.	208 

Commissioner	Ernest	added	the	developer	should	put	in	the	deficit	each	year	to	make	the	209 

project	neutral	to	the	City. Commissioner	Ernest	stated	the	original	plan	that	included	the	210 

school	 site	 was	 rejected	 by	 the	 school	 district	 as	 being	 unneeded	 and	 unwanted.		211 

Commissioner	Ernest	 also	 had	 a	 concern	 about	 senior	housing	 being	 built	 as	 part	 of	 the	212 

development.		213 

	214 

Commissioner	Mills	asked	about	the	public	outreach	process	for	this	development	and	are	215 

there	 requirements	 placed	 on	 the	 developer	 for	 a	 minimum	 amount	 of	 outreach.	 Ms.	216 

McNamara	 responded	 tonight	 would	 be	 considered	 the	 first	 opportunity	 officially	 and	217 

formally	 to	 review	 this	 concept,	 typically	 in	 our	 park	 planning	 process	 we	 start	 with	 a	218 

concept	 versus	 a	 blank	 slate	 to	 be	 able	 to	 react	 to.	 Ms.	 McNamara	 added	 there	 is	 no	219 

presumption	this	will	be	the	only	meeting	to	review	this	park	development.	Ms.	Yee	added	220 

this	 project	 has	 been	 presented	 at	 two	 workshops,	 a	 joint	 City	 Council	 and	 Planning	221 

Commission	meeting	in	October	2012	and	at	a	Planning	Commission	workshop	in	January.	222 

Ms.	Yee	stated	there	will	be	public	workshops	and	public	hearings	beyond	this	Commission	223 

to	discuss	this	project	as	a	whole.	Ms.	Yee	stated	this	particular	hearing	was	noticed	to	over	224 

900	residents.		225 

	226 

Commissioner	Mills	asked	if	the	need	for	the	school	site	will	be	revisited	as	part	of	the	new	227 

project	development	plan.	Ms.	Yee	responded	 the	Northwest	Specific	Plan	does	require	a	228 
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one‐acre	educational	facility	and	the	development	application	does	meet	the	requirements.		229 

	230 

Commissioner	Lopez	asked	why	the	developer	is	proposing	to	cover	the	existing	creek.	Mr.	231 

Toohey	responded	the	previous	approved	plan	filled	the	whole	creek	and	recreated	a	new	232 

creek,	 which	 they	 were	 fine	 with,	 but	 the	 resource	 agencies	 are	 not.	 Mr.	 Toohey	 added	233 

filling	 in	 the	 creek	 is	 not	 the	 best	 alternative	 for	 the	 project,	 but	 filling	 the	 creek	 is	 a	234 

required	alternative.		235 

	236 

Mr.	Toohey	stated	he	would	like	to	come	back	to	the	Commission	with	a	revised	plan	in	to	237 

30	to	60	days.		238 

	239 

Commissioners	would	like	to	more	public	feedback	on	the	development	of	the	park.		240 

	241 

Commissioner	Meine	 asked	 how	many	 acres	 is	 the	 open	 space	 that	was	mentioned.	Mr.	242 

Toohey	responded	the	project	itself	will	dedicate	about	250	acres	of	open	space	with	five	243 

miles	of	trails	that	would	connect	with	the	Las	Trampas	ridge.		244 

	245 

Chair	Yancey	asked	when	the	project	came	before	the	Parks	Commission	in	2006	what	was	246 

presented.	Ms.	 Yee	 responded	 the	 project	 was	 similar,	 but	 the	 previous	 applicant	 never	247 

moved	 forward	 with	 a	 park	 design	 to	 review.	 Ms.	 Yee	 stated	 in	 the	 2006	 plan	 the	248 

educational	site	was	a	part	of	the	park	plan,	but	was	moved	to	its	own	parcel.	Chair	Yancey	249 

asked	 if	 there	 were	 specifications	 of	 the	 size	 of	 the	 baseball	 and	 soccer	 fields.	 Ms.	250 

McNamara	responded	the	plan	the	Commission	previously	saw	in	2006	did	not	have	this	251 

level	of	specificity,	it	was	looking	at	the	conditions	of	approval	of	the	project	and	it	never	252 

made	it	to	the	level	of	detailed	the	Commission	is	looking	at	tonight.		253 

	254 

Chair	Yancey	asked	what	the	City	requires	to	determine	park	size.	Ms.	Yee	responded	the	255 

Parks	 Master	 Plan	 identifies	 the	 minimum	 acreage	 based	 on	 what	 the	 population	256 

projections	are.	Ms.	Yee	stated	the	Northwest	Specific	Plan	had	approved	786	units	which	257 

identified	a	12.7	acre	park.		258 

	259 

Chair	 Yancey	 suggested	 in	 additional	 to	workshops	 to	 have	 a	walkthrough	 of	 the	 site	 to	260 

allow	the	residents	to	work	together	to	try	and	find	a	solution.	Chair	Yancey	added	issues	261 

to	remember	for	the	park	design	is	the	presence	of	fountains,	bike	racks,	shade	structures,	262 

the	age	appropriate	play	areas	and	an	area	for	art.		263 

	264 

Chair	Yancey	asked	if	the	approval	of	the	conceptual	park	design	impacts	the	final	approval	265 

of	 the	 entire	 development.	Ms.	McNamara	 responded	 the	 approval	 of	 a	 conceptual	 park	266 

design	does	not	presuppose	the	rest	of	 the	project	will	be	approved,	 just	 the	piece	of	the	267 

project	will	move	forward	with	the	project’s	planning	and	approval	process.	Ms.	McNamara	268 

stated	we	are	getting	land	dedication	plus	all	of	the	improvements,	so	the	value	of	the	park	269 

improvements	(construction	and	design)	is	also	part	of	this	dedication.		270 

	271 

Mr.	Klinger	asked	if	the	path	around	the	park	will	be	dirt	or	asphalt.	Mr.	Gates	responded	it	272 

will	be	an	asphalt	path	that	will	be	an	emergency	and	maintenance	path	road.	Mr.	Klinger	273 

asked	if	it	will	be	suitable	for	a	person	riding	a	bike.	Mr.	Gates	responded	it	would	be.		274 
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	275 

Commissioner	Ernest’s	motion	to	table	the	discussion	of	the	Faria	Preserve	Neighborhood	276 

Park	and	Rose	Garden	 to	a	 future	date	when	 the	developer	 is	 ready	 to	present	a	 revised	277 

plan	 to	 the	 Commission	 was	 seconded	 by	 Commissioner	 Mills	 and	 passed	 7‐0;	 Student	278 

Commissioner	Koppikar	voted	in	favor	of	the	motion.		279 


