
Page 1 of 5 
 

 
 

Tke --`-   
 

 

CHAIR MAR GOSIENGFIAO • VICE CHAIR JOHN FALCONER • BOARDMEMBER KEN HANSEN  

BOARD ALTERNATES JOHN NICOL • JUDY HEMINGWAY 

 
Community Conference Room  
2401 Crow Canyon Road 

 
Please Note Meeting Time 
June 13, 2013 - 1:00 P.M. 

 
AGENDA QUESTIONS: PLEASE CALL PLANNING SERVICES (925) 973-2560 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 1:04 p.m. 

2. ROLL CALL 
Present:  Mar Gosiengfiao, Ken Hansen and John Nicol 
 
Staff: Lauren Barr, Senior Planner; Cindy Yee, Associate Planner; and Debbie Hince, 
Recording Secretary 
 
Planning Commission Liaison: Dennis Viers 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
-None- 

4. ADDITIONS AND REVISIONS 

 4.1 Addition of Item 10.2. Temporary Monument Signage for Bishop Ranch. 

5. CONSENT ITEMS 

 5.1 Summary of Action Items for May 9, 2013 meeting.  Approved as written. 

 Temporary Monument Signage for Bishop Ranch.  

 

CITY OF SAN RAMON 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS 
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 After hearing a presentation by staff and the applicant, the Board did not feel comfortable 
making a recommendation on a single sign without understanding the entire context of the 
Master Sign Program revisions being considered by Bishop Ranch.  However, the Board 
made the following suggestions. 
 

1. The Board suggested that a mock-up of the monument be erected at the proposed 
site and possibly move the monument north by a few feet. 
 

2. It was suggested that the applicant consider a different color than stark white 
which brings too much attention to the monument as currently depicted.   
 

3. Possibly anchor the new monument sign on both sides of the street at the 
street/pedestrian level to balance out the new monument sign if it is to remain 
white. 
 

4. The monument appears unfinished and too missile-like in its current state.  It was 
suggested that a base be added to the monument, possibly black granite to match 
the current monument signs and possibly adding brush aluminum to the lettering. 
 

5.  It was also suggested that the current monument signs within Bishop Ranch be 
upgraded incorporating the white color of the new monument. 

 
 

6. CONTINUED ITEMS 

 6.1 Revised Faria Preserve Project (GPA 12-400-001, RZ 12-600-001, DP 12-300-
003, AR 12-200-038, MJ 12-900-001 and IS 12-250-003) 
Project Planner: Cindy Yee, Associate Planner 
 

 After hearing a presentation from the staff and applicant on the Architectural Review 
application, the Board provided the following recommendations to the Applicant, Staff 
and Planning Commission. 
 
Site Plan, Neighborhood II: 
 

1. The Board suggested adding top soil to all cut slopes to promote a 
“landscapeable” area to promote vegetation growth otherwise it will invite 
erosion.  This is to be included on all cut slopes throughout the Faria 
development. 
 

2. Provide cut off walls with pier foundations to prevent water penetration under the 
house. 

 
3. Move home on lot 122 back 3 to 5 feet; move lot 123 back 5 to 8 feet; move lot 127 

back; lot 128 to remain in place; lot 129 move back; lot 131 move back; lot 132 to 
be moved back even more; lots 135 and 136 to be moved back; lot 137 move back 
as much as possible; lot 147 to be moved back 2 to 3 feet. 
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4. On the preliminary landscape plan, include fencing plan for neighborhoods to 
show how the fences relate to the slopes and between the public and private areas. 

  
5. Provide a larger parcel for lot 145 by reducing the alleyway length in front of this 

lot. 
 

6. Provide a 3-foot retaining wall in the sloped rear yards to create more usable 
front yard space for both lots. 
 

Residential Architecture, Neighborhood II:  
 

7. On Plan 1 evaluate opportunities to incorporate more windows in the owner’s 
bath and also in the first floor tech room. 
 

8. On the Cottage elevation of Plan 1, evaluate the scale of the vent and perhaps use 
the same detail as the window trim. Also consider adding a bay window to the 
front elevation. 
 

9. On Cottage elevations, use accent materials such as stone masonry or metal to 
draw similarities to the Cottage style in the Neighborhood I architecture. 
 

10. On all plans, remove the 8-panel garage door option.  Add outside lighting details 
on all elevations. On right and left elevations of all plans, consider adding a joint 
line or some relief detailing to break up the stucco and create more shadowing. 
 

11. On Plan 2, return the board and batten to a logical end point, lining up with the 
side fence. 
 

12. On Plan 3, add windows in bedroom 3, bedroom 4, and in loft where applicable. 
 

13. Look for opportunities on Plan 3 to pop out front elevation for more architectural 
relief.  Add thicker sill and support structures on the pot shelves on the Bungalow 
and Cottage elevations. 
 

Site Plan, Neighborhood III: 
 

14. Review opportunities to modify hammerhead adjacent to lot 197 with the potential 
to add to the lot by shortening the pavement. 
 

15. The proximity of lot 200 to Faria Preserve Parkway is too close.  Consider moving 
lots 197-200 to the east approximately 10 feet by reduce water quality pond.  
 

16. Provide landscape plans that identify how fences transitions between lots 200 and 
208. 
 

17. If lots 197-200 are to be moved to the east, see if corner of water quality pond can 
be wrapped around corner of Faria Preserve Parkway. 
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18. For lot 208, terminate motor court in front of lot 208 and add more depth to 
driveway. 
 

19. Shift row of homes on lots 212-209 to the south by approximately 5 feet on Via 
Veneto. 
 
Create greater setback of 10-12 feet from Faria Preserve Parkway for lot 233 and 
234.  If necessary, revise driveway configuration for lots 246 – 249 to 
accommodate a greater setback. 
 

20. Include a fencing plan for Neighborhood III to show the relationship of the homes 
to the entry and walkways. 
 

Landscaping, Neighborhoods II & III: 
 

21. Make sure that tree canopies are sized appropriately, such as the Crape Myrtle, 
Dynamite variety. Include two evergreens in the plant palette such as Meyer 
Lemon or Satsuma Mandarin, Laurus, Rhapiolapesas, Tristania Laurina.  
 

22. Include large accent shrubs to landscape plan and avoid rangy shrubs. Avoid high 
water plants such as the Camellia. Add more drought tolerant plants and shrubs. 
 

23. Avoid short-lived plants such as Lavender, Cistus and Ceanothus. 
 

24. Add long-lived groundcover such as Manzanita Pacific Mist, Star Jasmine and 
low forms of Mahonias. 
 

25. Add Flax plant in appropriate areas. 
 

26. Add shade plants such as a smaller Magnolia, Iris Douglasiana “hybrids”, 
Aspidistra, Western Swordfern, Polystichum Resmarinus, Liriope and 
Loropetalum. 

 
 

7.  CONCEPTUAL ITEMS 
-None- 

8. PRELIMINARY REVIEW ITEMS 
-None- 

9. FINAL REVIEW ITEMS 
-None- 

10. STAFF ITEMS  
 10.1 Discussion of items for the July 11, 2013 meeting.   

1. Faria Preserve Neighborhoods III & IV. 
2. ACRE Mixed Use Project – 125 & 130 Ryan Industrial Court 

 10.2 Added - Temporary Monument Signage for Bishop Ranch. 
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11. ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned at 4:26 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
  Debbie Hince 
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