
City of San Ramon
SMOKING REGULATIONS

SECTION B6-73.  PROHIBITIONS

 A. Smoking indoors or outdoors, in enclosed 
or unenclosed spaces and on all property – public or 
private – within the City of San Ramon is prohibited 
except as provided in B6-74 below.  Additionally, 
smoking is prohibited at outdoor community events 
open to the public such as Farmers Markets, even if 
the event is held on property or at a location where 
smoking would otherwise be allowed under this 
ordinance.

SECTION B6-74.  EXEMPTIONS

The prohibition in Section B6-73A against smoking 
shall not apply to the following:

 A. Smoking inside a single family dwelling 
unit which is not licensed as a family day care facility 
and in the yard of such unit so long as any outside 
smoking is not within 25’ from any entrance, exit, 
operable window or air intake of a neighboring single 
family dwelling unit.

 B. Smoking inside a multi-family housing unit 
and in an unenclosed area designated for smoking by 
the owner or person/entity in control of the property 
but not on patios or balconies accessed from an 
individual unit or in common areas open to public 
access or to unrestricted common areas such as 
hallways.  The unenclosed designated smoking area 
must be at least 25’ from any individual unit and at 
least 25’ from unenclosed areas used by children or for 
physical activity such as swimming or tennis.  It must 
have a clearly marked perimeter and be identifi ed by 
conspicuous signs.

 C. Smoking inside a personal vehicle not used 
for hire such as a taxi but only when there are no 
minors in the vehicle.

 

 D. Smoking on public sidewalks at locations 
not adjacent to a public or private park or school 
and not within 25’ from any entrance, exit, operable 
window or air intake opening of any building used for 
residential or commercial purposes.

 E. Smoking in privately owned unenclosed 
parking lots open to the public but not within 25’ of 
any commercial building served by the parking lot or 
within 25’ of buildings on adjacent properties.

 F. Smoking in workplace designated smoking 
areas but only to the extent preempted by and 
allowed under State law (California Labor Code 
section 6404.5).

 G. Smoking in privately owned enclosed 
facilities at private social events not open to the public 
such as wedding receptions but only to the extent 
allowed by the owner or person/entity in control of the 
property or facility and only in designated smoking 
areas conforming to the standards set forth in section 
6404.5 of the California Labor Code.

 H. Smoking in designated rooms rented to 
guests in hotels and motels so long as the number of 
such rooms does not exceed 25% of the total rooms in 
the hotel or motel.

 I. Smoking on any outdoor area of golf courses.  

An Owner or person/entity in control of a property 
or facility for which an exemption is available under 
this section nonetheless may prohibit smoking on the 
property or in the facility for any reason.

We appreciate your continuing cooperation.

Greg Rogers
City Manager - City of San Ramon

Smoking is considered a serious public health issue.  For many years nearly every city in the state has regulated 
smoking at various locations.  The State Legislature has adopted strict restrictions on smoking in the workplace.  
On February 26, 2013 the City Council updated the City of San Ramon Ordinance.  The critical provisions of the 
new ordinance are:


