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May 17, 2007 
 
Craig Bowen, Fire Chief 
San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District 
1500 Bollinger Canyon Road 
San Ramon, CA 94583 
 
Subject: San Ramon City Center - Environmental Impact Report 
 
Dear Chief Bowen: 

Michael Brandman Associates has been retained by the City of San Ramon to prepare an 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed San Ramon City Center project.  As part of 
the environmental review process, we are consulting with public service providers to determine 
potential project impacts on their ability to deliver services to the community.  A Project 
Description and graphics are enclosed to provide you with an overview of the proposed project. 

Enclosed with this letter is a questionnaire containing several questions concerning potential 
impacts on the San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District.  We would appreciate it if you or one 
of your staff would complete the questionnaire on Fire District letterhead and return it to us by 
Friday, June 8, 2007.  We acknowledge that the Fire District has been engaged in the City Center 
planning process, and the purpose of this inquiry is to “close the loop” in terms of ensuring that 
the EIR accurately and completely reflects the Fire District’s existing and future resources and its 
potential concerns about the project. 

If you have any questions or concerns about this letter or project, please call me at (925) 830-
2733. 

Sincerely, 

 
Grant Gruber, Assistant Project Manager 
Michael Brandman Associates 
Bishop Ranch 3 
2633 Camino Ramon, Suite 460 
San Ramon CA 94583 
 
Enclosures: Questionnaire 
  Project Description 
  Context Plan 
  Illustrative Site Plan 
  Land Use Diagram 
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San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District Questionnaire 
 
1. The narrative below has been compiled from information provided on the San Ramon 

Valley Fire Protection District website.  Please confirm its accuracy.  Where information 
is incorrect or incomplete, please provide the correct or additional information. 

 
Fire Protection and Emergency Medical Services 
 
The San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District (Fire District) provides fire protection and 
emergency medical services (EMS) to a 155-square-mile area encompassing the City of 
San Ramon, the Town of Danville, and the unincorporated communities of Alamo, 
Blackhawk, Diablo, Southern Morgan Territory, and Tassajara Valley.  The Fire District 
is an autonomous special district governed by an elected Board of Directors.  The Fire 
District is headquartered at 1500 Bollinger Canyon Road, San Ramon, adjacent to Station 
No. 38. 
 
Stations and Facilities 
 
The Fire District operates 10 fire stations, including four in San Ramon.  The four San 
Ramon stations, along with apparatus and staffing, are summarized in Table 1.  The Fire 
District has plans to relocate Station No. 36 from 6100 Tassajara Road  to the corner of 
Camino Tassajara and Lusitano.  Construction is scheduled to begin in September 2007 
and the station is expected to open in Fall 2008. 

 
Table 1: Fire Station Summary 

Apparatus Station 
No. Address Distance From 

Project Site 
Quantity Equipment 

Staffing 

1 Type 1 Engines 

1 Ladder Truck 

1 Type 3 Engine 

1 Ambulance 

34 12599 Alcosta 
Boulevard 0.7 mile 

1 Urban Search and 
Rescue Vehicle 

Two 
Company 
station (6 
personnel) 
cross staff 
equipment 

      



Craig Bowen 
May 17, 2007 
Page 3 
 
 
 

Table 1 (Cont.): Fire Station Summary 

Apparatus Station 
No. Address Distance From 

Project Site 
Quantity Equipment 

Staffing 

1 Type 1 Engine 

1 Ambulance 38 1600 Bollinger 
Canyon Road 2.7 miles 

1 Water Tender 

One 
Company 
station (3 
personnel) 
cross staff 
equipment 

1 Type 1 Engine 

1 Ambulance 39 9399 Fircrest Lane 3.4 miles 

1 Type 3 Engine 

One 
Company 
station (5 
personnel) 
cross staff 
equipment 

1 Type 1 Engine 

30 11445 Windemere 
Parkway 3.6 miles 

1 Type 3 Engine 

Single 
company 
station (3 
personnel) 
cross staff 
equipment
. Station is 
designed 

to 
accommo
date two 

companies 

Source: San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District, 2007. 

 
 The City Center site will also be served by emergency personnel responding from 

Stations 31 and 35 in Danville. In addition, the Fire District operates its own 
Communications Center, located at Station 31 in Danville.  The Communications Center 
is staffed with two dispatchers, one supervising dispatcher, and a mobile command post 
supported by 11 volunteers. 

 
 Apparatus 

 
The Fire District’s urban apparatus is summarized in Table 2. 

 
Table 2: Urban Apparatus Summary 
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Apparatus Quantity Notes 

Type 1 Engines 19 Equipped with Advanced Life Support emergency medical 
equipment (oxygen, defibrillator units, and medications) 

Type 1 Ladder Trucks 3 Each truck equipped with a 100-foot ladder 

Type 2 Ladder Truck 1 Truck equipped with a 55-foot ladder 

   

Table 2 (Cont.): Urban Apparatus Summary 

Apparatus Quantity Notes 

Type 3 and Type 4 
Engines 11 Type 3 Engines equipped with Advanced Life Support 

medical equipment; Assigned to Wildland Unit 

Rescue Medic Ambulance 
Units 5 Equipped with Advanced Life Support medical equipment, 

Hurst tools, and rope rescue equipment 

Reserve Ambulance Units 4 Can be placed into action immediately to cover maintenance 
needs or assist in large-scale incidents 

Multi-Casualty Unit 1 Used for large-scale incidents 

Breathing Support Unit 1 
Used to fill high- and low-pressure air bottles; also equipped 
with large pop-up scene lights, salvage equipment, and 
medical supplies 

Hazardous Materials 
Modular Response 
Vehicle 

1 
Equipped with hazardous material detection equipment and 
supplies and computer-linked to hazardous material 
information sources 

Urban Search and Rescue 
Vehicle 1 Equipped with ropes, hardware and rescue baskets 

Source: San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District, 2007. 

 
Staffing  
 
The Fire District employs 182 personnel, in addition to approximately 50 reserves.  Of 
these, 148 personnel are assigned to the Suppression Division, which serves as the first 
responder to most calls for service.  Suppression personnel include the following: 
 

• 3 battalion chiefs 
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• 39 captains  
• 42 engineers  
• 55 firefighters (50 of whom are paramedics) 
• 9 dispatchers   

 
Paid personnel staff nine of the Fire District’s 10 stations, with reserves staffing Station 
37 in Southern Morgan Territory.  Reserves also augment paid staffing at the other 
stations.  All Suppression Division personnel, excluding dispatchers, are trained 
Emergency Medical Technicians 1As (EMT-1As) and State Certified Firefighter I and II 
with specialized defibrillator training. At least one member assigned to each company is a 
certified single provider Advanced Life Support Paramedic. 
 
The Fire District currently staffs 13 companies on a daily basis and has plans to add an 
additional ALS Ambulance with two personnel in July of 2007. These personnel cross-
staff nine engines, three trucks, five transport Advanced Life Support ambulances and the 
other specialized vehicles based upon the type of call. 
 
 
 
Specialized Units 
 
Rescue Team 
The Rescue Team consists of approximately 30 members.  The Rescue Team is a 
proactive organization whose main purposes are to provide immediately available, high-
quality technical rescue resources managed by skilled and dedicated personnel; and to 
provide Fire District-wide, rescue-related training.  The team is based at Station 34 on 
Alcosta Boulevard because of its central location and proximity to Interstate 680. 
 
Hazardous Materials Team 
The Hazmat Team is based out of Station 35 in Blackhawk and is made up of 26 State 
Certified Hazardous Materials Technician/Specialists.  The Hazmat Team is capable of 
specialized entry, chemical analysis, and hazard mitigation. 
 
Response Times and Protocols 
 
The Fire District’s goal is an overall response time of 5 minutes 95 percent of the time.  
When the first units for a structure fire are dispatched from the 13 staffed emergency 
response companies, the three closest engines, a ladder truck and the shift Battalion Chief 
are automatically assigned.  In addition, a rescue medic ambulance can be dispatched in 
the event one of the occupants of the structure or Fire District personnel needs medical 
assistance at the scene. 

 
 
Performance 
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The Insurance Services Office (ISO) Public Protection Classification Program currently 
rates the Fire District a 2 on a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being the highest possible rating 
and 10 being the lowest.  The ISO rating measures individual fire protection agencies 
against a Fire Suppression Rating Schedule, which includes such criteria as facilities and 
support for handling and dispatching fire alarms, first-alarm response and initial attack, 
and adequacy of local water supply for fire-suppression purposes.  The ISO ratings are 
subsequently used to establish fire insurance premiums.  Only 5 percent of the more than 
44,000 fire agencies in the United States receive an ISO 2 rating or higher. 

 
 

2. Please provide the current average response times for first alarm calls for the Fire District 
as a whole, and for the four stations nearest the project site (Station Nos. 30, 34, 38, and 
39). 

 
For Fiscal Year 2005 – 2006 the average emergency response time for the District as 
a whole was 4 minutes 54 seconds.   
 
The average response time for each station over the last four years is as follows: 
 
30 5 minutes 05 seconds* 
34 4 minutes 56 seconds* 
38 4 minutes 48 seconds* 
39 4 minutes 32 seconds* 
 
*  Includes response times to all emergency calls in the station area regardless of  the 
location of the apparatus dispatched. 

 
3. Please provide an estimate of the annual number of calls for service the proposed project 

would be expected generate.  Please also provide an estimate by type of call (e.g., EMS, 
fire, etc.). 

 
 This information is not available at this time. 

 

4. Please provide information about any mutual aid agreements the Fire District has with 
other agencies. 

 
The District exchanges mutual aid with the four adjacent fire agencies and 
CALFIRE. During the 2005 – 2006 fiscal year we extended mutual aid 252 time and 
received it 45 times. 

 
5. Please provide information about the residential and non-residential development fee 

schedule. 
 

There are no development fees assessed by the fire district. 
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6. Please describe any significant challenges the proposed project may present to the Fire 

District.  This includes concerns related to response times, staffing, apparatus, fire 
stations, etc.  For any significant concerns, please describe what measures you would 
recommend to reduce the potential impact. 

 
Please reference our NOP response letter to the City of San Ramon dated 5/1/07. 
 
 

7. If a Needs Assessment or Municipal Service Review of the Fire District has recently been 
prepared, and if you are willing to provide us with a copy, it would be appreciated.   

 
There is no current Needs Assessment or Municipal Services Reviews. 

 

8. Please feel free to provide any additional information you believe to be relevant to the 
proposed project. 

 
Thank you for taking the time to respond to this questionnaire.  
 
Please return the completed questionnaire on Fire District letterhead by June 8, 2007 to: 
 
Michael Brandman Associates 
Bishop Ranch 3 
2633 Camino Ramon, Suite 460 
San Ramon, CA 94583 
Attn: Grant Gruber 
 
Phone: (925) 830-2733 
Fax: (925) 830-2715 
E-mail: ggruber@brandman.com 





















Central Contra Costa Sanitary District Questionnaire 
 
1. If available, please provide a copy (electronic is preferred) of the most recent Annual 

Report. We plan to use the Annual Report as the basis for our description of Central San. 
 
CCCSD does not produce an annual report.  There are recent descriptions of CCCSD in other City 
of San Ramon environmental documents, including the Northwest Specific Plan EIR and the Crow 
Canyon Specific Plan EIR. 

 
2. Central San's website indicates that its wastewater treatment plant in Martinez has a dry 

weather capacity of 55 million gallons per day (mgd) and a wet weather capacity of 240 
mgd. The website also indicates that it has an average dry weather flow of 45 mgd. Please 
confirm that these numbers are correct. Also, please indicate if the treatment plant is in 
compliance with all applicable federal and state environmental health and safety standards 
for treated wastewater. 

 
CCCSD's average dry weather flow (ADWF) effluent discharge limit is 53.8 million gallons per day 
(MGD) and there is no wet weather limit.  The 2006 ADWF processed was 39.1 MGD.  The 
treatment plant is in compliance with all applicable federal and state environmental health and 
safety standards for treated wastewater. 

3. If available, please provide wastewater generation rates for the proposed project based on 
square footage. 

See the accompanying Development Capacity Analysis completed by CCCSD.  The wastewater 
generation of the project would be about 88,500 hundred cubic feet (HCF) per year or about 181,935 
gallons per day (less than 0.2 MGD). 

4. Please briefly describe any future expansion or upgrade plans for the treatment plant or 
the wastewater collection trunk system in the San Ramon area. Please also indicate the 
potential sources of funding for these improvements. 

CCCSD's 10-Year Capital Improvement Plan and FY 2007-2008 Capital Improvement Budget 
include various improvements to the treatment plant for regulatory compliance, safety, renovations, 
process improvement, and expansion, none of which are needed due to the proposed City Center 
project.  Likewise, CCCSD plans to complete the final phase of its San Ramon Interceptor project 
in FY 2007-2008 (approximately two miles of 36-inch diameter gravity sewer in the Iron Horse 
Trail, from Norris Canyon Road in San Ramon to St. James Court in Danville).  This project has 
been planned since the mid-1980s and also is not directly related to the proposed City Center 
project. 

5. Please indicate if Central San would have adequate wastewater treatment capacity to 
serve the proposed project. 

CCCSD has adequate wastewater treatment capacity to serve the proposed project.  The 
project's wastewater generation represents only about one percent of the remaining effluent 
discharge quantity available under CCCSD's current discharge permit. 

6. Please feel free to provide any additional information you believe to be relevant to the 
proposed project. 

None. 



 
Thank you for taking the time to respond to this questionnaire. 

Please return the completed questionnaire on Central San letterhead by June 8, 2007 to: 
 
Michael Brandman Associates 
Bishop Ranch 3 
2633 Camino Ramon, Suite 460 
San Ramon, CA 94583 
Attn: Grant Gruber 
 
Phone: (925) 830-2733 
Fax: (925) 830-2715 
E-mail: ggruber@brandman.com 










