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NOTICE OF PREPARATION  
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

 
DATE: March 2007 

TO: Responsible and Trustee Agents FROM: City of San Ramon 
 Interested Organizations and Individuals Planning/Community Development Department 
 
SUBJECT: NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A DRAFT SUBSEQUENT ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACT REPORT (SEIR) - SAN RAMON CITY CENTER PROJECT 
 
Lead Agency Consulting Firm Preparing the Draft SEIR 
CITY OF SAN RAMON Michael Brandman Associates 
Planning/Community Development Department Bishop Ranch 3 
2226 Camino Ramon 2633Camino Ramon, Suite 460 
San Ramon, CA 94583 San Ramon, CA 94583 
Contact: Phil Wong, Director Contact: Jason M. Brandman, Vice President 
925.973.2560  925.830.2733 
E-mail: planning@sanramon.ca.gov Email: jbrandman@brandman.com 
 
Project Location.  The San Ramon City Center Project is located in the City of San Ramon in Contra 
Costa, California (see Exhibits 1 and 2).  As shown on Exhibit 3, the Project site is comprised of four 
parcels, which encompass 39.09 acres.  Parcels 3A and Bishop Ranch 2, consisting of 11.29 acres and 
14.57 acres, respectively (totaling 25.86 acres), are to the north of Bollinger Canyon Road.  Parcel BR2 is 
the developed Bishop Ranch 2 property at the northwest corner of Bollinger Canyon Road and Camino 
Ramon, which will be removed.  Parcel 1A, consisting of 9.66 acres, is at the southeast corner of 
Bollinger Canyon Road and the existing Bishop Ranch 1 entrance.  Parcel 1B, now a parking lot 
consisting of 3.57 acres, is at the southwest corner of Bollinger Canyon Road and the existing Bishop 
Ranch 1 entrance.  The site is within the Bishop Ranch Business Park and adjacent to the Iron Horse 
Trail.  

Project Sponsors’ Names and Addresses 
City of San Ramon 
Planning/Community Development Department 
2226 Camino Ramon 
San Ramon, CA 94583 
 
Sunset Development Company 
P.O Box 640 
San Ramon, CA 94583 
 
General Plan Designation.  Mixed Use  

Zoning.  City Center Mixed Use 

Description of the Proposed Project.  The City of San Ramon and Sunset Development Company, as 
co-applicants, are proposing approximately 2,168,000 square feet (sq ft) as part of the San Ramon City 
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Center Project (herein referred to as the Project or proposed Project).  The Project will be a new transit-
oriented, mixed-use development for the City of San Ramon within the Bishop Ranch Business Park.  
Located at the crossroads of Camino Ramon and Bollinger Canyon Road, San Ramon City Center sits at 
the entrance to Bishop Ranch Business Park and is centrally located in the City, adjacent to Central Park 
and its community center.  San Ramon City Center is an infill project that is pedestrian friendly, mixed 
use, and transit oriented.  The major components are residential, a lifestyle retail center including an arts 
cinema, restaurants, a premium “boutique” hotel, three Bishop Ranch Class A office buildings, a new 
City Hall with Council Chamber and a library for San Ramon, and a transit hub.  The Project reflects the 
City’s desire for a downtown center in conformance with San Ramon’s General Plan, Zoning Ordinance, 
and Economic Development Strategic Plan. 

The following components are currently planned for the Site: 

• Class A Office: Will include a net of 158,897 square feet, as 194,652 square feet of the existing 
Bishop Ranch 2 will be torn down and 328,220 square feet of Office was previously entitled in the 
Second Amendment to the Chevron Park Annexation and Development Agreement, dated May 28, 
2002. 

 

• Hotel: A premium “boutique” hotel with 169 rooms, totaling 139,867 sq ft.  
 

• Retail/Cinema:  A lifestyle retail center that will include an art-screen cinema, gourmet 
restaurants, and destination retail attractions, occupying 635,042 sq ft. 

 

• Residential: The proposed Project will include 488 residential dwelling units, each approximately 
1,095 sq ft, totaling 550,669 sq ft. 

 

• Professional Office/Retail Flex: 50,142 sq ft. of small Professional Office, which may be 
converted to Retail, is proposed. 

 

• City Hall: The Project would include a new City Hall with Council Chamber, library, and transit 
hub, totaling 110,490 sq ft. 

 

• Parking: Nine parking structures containing 6,657 spaces and an additional future shared reserve 
parking structure of 539 spaces are proposed for the Project.  To replace the existing Bishop Ranch 
1 parking structure once it is torn down, a tenth parking structure consisting of 1,300 spaces will be 
developed on the Bishop Ranch 1 site. 

 
The proposed Project will also require discretionary permits/ministerial approvals.  Specifically the 
following approvals and permits are being requested: 

1. Development Plan and Development Plan Amendment (Amendment to City DP-00-300-001) 
2. Conditional Use Permits for Hotel and Cinema (Theater) 
3. Minor Use Permits 
4. Architectural Review 
5. Minor Subdivision 
6. Lot Line Adjustment 
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7. Demolition Permit 
 
Development Agreement Amendments: 

1. Development Agreement Amendment (Fifth Amendment to City/Sunset Annexation and 
Development Agreement) 

 

2. Development Agreement Amendment (Third Amendment to City/Chevron [Sunset Assumption] 
Annexation and Development Agreement). 

 
Surrounding Land Uses and Setting.  The San Ramon City Center Project site is surrounded by a 
variety of office/professional, commercial, and recreational (e.g., park) uses.  Immediately surrounding 
the Project site to the north is Bishop Drive, to the south is Bishop Ranch 1, to the east are the Iron Horse 
Trail and San Ramon Central Park, and to the west are Sunset Drive and the Shops at Bishop Ranch retail 
center.  Land uses within the Project area but not directly adjacent to the Project site include the City of 
San Ramon Community Center, the Chevron office complex, the AT&T office complex, and various 
other office structures. 

Other Public Agencies Whose Approval is Required.  No other public agency is required to approve 
the San Ramon City Center Project SEIR.  However, development under the Project may require approval 
of State, federal, and responsible trustee agencies that may rely on this SEIR for decisions in their area of 
expertise. 

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 
The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this Project, as discussed 
within the checklist on the following pages. 

 Aesthetics  Agriculture Resources  Air Quality 

 Biological Resources  Cultural Resources  Geology/Soils 

 Hazards/Hazardous Materials  Hydrology/Water Quality  Land Use/Planning 

 Mineral Resources    Noise  Population/Housing 

 Public Services  Recreation  Transportation/Traffic 

 Utilities/Service Systems   
 
 
DETERMINATION 
On the basis of this initial evaluation: 

 I find that the proposed Project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 
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 I find that although the proposed Project could have a significant effect on the environment there 

will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the Project have been made by or 
agreed to by the Project proponent.  A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be 
prepared. 

 
 I find that the proposed Project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. 
 

 I find that the proposed Project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially 
significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been 
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has 
been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached 
sheets.  An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the 
effects that remain to be addressed. 

 
 I find that although the proposed Project could have a significant effect on the environment, 

because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or 
mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or 
mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed Project, nothing further is required. 

 
 
   
Signature  Date 
   
   
Printed Name  Title 
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INITIAL STUDY/ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 

The purpose of this Initial Study is to identify the potential environmental impacts associated with the 
implementation of the proposed.  Pursuant to Section 15367 of the CEQA Guidelines, the City is the Lead 
Agency in the preparation of this Initial Study, and any additional environmental documentation required 
for the Project.  The City has primary responsibility for approval or denial of the Project.  The City of San 
Ramon has determined that analysis of the Project’s environmental effects is best provided through use of 
a Subsequent EIR (SEIR), tiering off of the previously certified EIRs prepared for the San Ramon 2020 
General Plan and the 2003 San Ramon Civic Center project.  An SEIR is permitted under CEQA when 
there is a change in the conditions analyzed in the original EIR (CEQA Guidelines Section 15162).  The 
intended use of this document is to determine the level of environmental analysis required to adequately 
prepare the Project SEIR and to provide the basis for input from public agencies, organizations, and 
interested members of the public.  The remainder of this section provides a brief description of the Project 
location and the characteristics of the Project.  This section includes an environmental checklist that gives 
an overview of the potential impacts that may result from Project implementation.  This section also 
elaborates on the information contained in the environmental checklist, providing justification for the 
responses provided in the environmental checklist. 

I. AESTHETICS 
 
 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?       

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but 
not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic 
buildings within a state scenic highway?  

    

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or 
quality of the site and its surroundings?  

    

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare, which 
would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the 
area?  

    

 
The Project site is relatively flat and is built-up and urban in nature.  The General Plan and General Plan 
EIR do not identify any scenic resources that meet any commonly accepted criteria for a scenic vista.  
Additionally, the Project would not affect offsite views or scenic vistas.  Therefore, development of this 
site would not affect a scenic vista.  These issues will not be addressed further in the SEIR.  However, the 
proposed Project will alter the visual character of the Project area.  The introduction of urban uses would 
result in an increase in light and glare.  In addition, Project implementation has the potential to increase 
nighttime illumination in the Project area, which may impact nighttime views from surrounding hillside 
residents.  Aesthetic impacts will be assessed in terms of visibility of the Project, alteration of the visual 
setting, sensitivity of viewpoints, and long-term implications in relation to the City of San Ramon 2020 
General Plan and Zoning Ordinance.  The SEIR will address the potential aesthetic impacts of the 
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proposed Project, and—as applicable—mitigation measures will be recommended to reduce significant 
impacts. 

II. AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES 
In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources 
are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may 
refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and 
Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California 
Department of Conservation (CDC) as an optional model 
to use in assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. 
 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or 
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as 
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the 
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of 
the California Resources Agency, to 
non-agricultural use 

    

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, 
or a Williamson Act contract?  

    

c) Involve other changes in the existing environment, 
which, due to their location or nature, could result 
in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural 
use?  

    

 
The Project site does not contain Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide 
Importance.  Land uses surrounding the Project site are urban in nature.  Project implementation will 
result in an extension of the existing urban land uses.  Thus, impacts on the loss of agricultural resources 
and the conversion of Farmland would not occur.  Therefore, no further analysis is required in the SEIR. 

III. AIR QUALITY 
Where available, the significance criteria established by 
the applicable air quality management or air pollution 
control district may be relied upon to make the following 
determinations 
 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the 
applicable air quality plan?  

    

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute 
substantially to an existing or projected air quality 
violation?  
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III. AIR QUALITY 
Where available, the significance criteria established by 
the applicable air quality management or air pollution 
control district may be relied upon to make the following 
determinations 
 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase 
of any criteria pollutant for which the project 
region is non-attainment under an applicable 
federal or state ambient air quality standard 
(including releasing emissions, which exceed 
quantitative thresholds for ozone precursors)?  

    

d) Result in significant construction-related air quality 
impacts?  

    

e) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant 
concentrations?  

    

f) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial 
number of people?  

    

 
The Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD), in cooperation with the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission (MTC) and the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG), has prepared 
the 2005 Bay Area Ozone Strategy and the 2000 Clean Air Plan (air quality plans) for the San Francisco 
Bay Air Basin (Air Basin).  These plans set forth a comprehensive program that will lead the Air Basin 
into compliance with all federal and State air quality standards.  Accordingly, conformance with the air 
quality plans for development projects is determined by demonstrating compliance with local land use 
plans and/or population projections.  A consistency cumulative impact determination will be prepared for 
the proposed Project and evaluated in accordance with BAAQMD and CEQA Guidelines, and is included 
in the SEIR to ensure that the Project is consistent with the goals of the BAAQMD air quality plans.  
However, additional information is required to confirm this finding; therefore, these effects will be further 
evaluated in the SEIR.  

In the short-term, the proposed Project will result in construction-related air quality impacts.  Activities 
such as earthmoving, excavation, grading operations, construction vehicle traffic, and wind blowing over-
exposed earth will generate fugitive particulate matter emissions and exhaust emissions that may affect 
local and regional air quality.  In the long term, vehicle emissions are the primary source of air pollution.  
The change of traffic patterns or the addition of traffic has the potential to affect local and regional air 
emissions.  The SEIR will provide an air quality assessment to address the Project’s short-term emissions 
from construction activities and long-term emissions from daily vehicle trips to and from the site, in 
addition to stationary emissions from power and gas consumption and machinery and equipment onsite.  
The SEIR will also estimate Project-generated emissions of greenhouse gases, evaluate the Project’s 
incremental contribution to global warming impacts, and discuss the Project’s compliance with recent 
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State legislation of global warming (AB-1493 and AB-32).  Project design features and mitigation 
measures will be identified, as necessary 

Sensitive populations, such as children, senior citizens, and chronically ill persons, are more susceptible 
to the effects of air pollution than is the general population.  Long-term vehicular emission from operation 
of the proposed Project could result in carbon monoxide hot spots that pose a health risk to sensitive 
receptors.  This impact is expected to be less than significant with mitigation.  However, additional 
information is required to confirm this finding; therefore, these effects will be evaluated further in the 
SEIR.   

To ensure control of objectionable odors, all uses in the proposed Project would be required to comply 
with federal, State, and County health and environmental standards.  This impact is expected to be less 
than significant; however, additional information is required to confirm this finding.  These effects will be 
evaluated further in the SEIR.  

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
 
 
 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or 
through habitat modifications, on any species 
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status 
species in local or regional plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish 
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?  

    

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian 
habitat or other sensitive natural community 
identified in local or regional plans, policies, or 
regulations or by the California Department of Fish 
and Game or US Fish and Wildlife Service?  

    

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally 
protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, 
marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct 
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other 
means? 

    

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any 
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species 
or with established native resident or migratory 
wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native 
wildlife nursery sites?  
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IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
 
 
 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances 
protecting biological resources, such as a tree 
preservation policy or ordinance?  

    

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plan, Natural Community 
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, 
regional, or state habitat conservation plan?  

    

 
The project site is highly disturbed and is not likely to support any special status plant or wildlife species.  
A biological resources assessment, which includes a general biological survey and field reconnaissance 
and is consistent with the requirements of the City, CEQA, the USFWS, the CDFG, and other pertinent 
reviewing agencies will be prepared for the proposed project.  Based on the findings of the California 
Natural Diversity Database, burrowing owls have been identified within the vicinity of the project area.  
The biological resource assessment will confirm the existing conditions and the potential for sensitive 
biological resources onsite.  Mitigation measures will be established and implemented following the 
completion of the biological resource assessment.  This issue will be further evaluated in the SEIR. 

Previous biological studies indicate that the project site does not contain any sensitive natural 
communities, riparian habitat, or federally protected wetlands.  The Biological Resources Assessment will 
include a habitat assessment that will determine if these findings are still valid.  Therefore, these issues 
will be further evaluated in the SEIR. 

The project site does not contain any features typically associated with wildlife movement corridors (e.g., 
riparian corridors, arroyos, ridgelines).  Moreover, the project site is surrounded on all sides by urban 
development.  While wildlife movement is not expected to be adversely affected by the proposed project, 
the biological resources assessment will be necessary to confirm this finding.  Therefore, this issue will be 
further evaluated in the SEIR. 

Division C4 Chapter III of the San Ramon City Code regulates tree preservation.  The proposed project 
would result in the removal of trees that would fall under the jurisdiction of the City Code.  While the 
project would comply with the applicable requirements and not result in any significant impacts, further 
evaluation in the SEIR will be required. 

The project site is not within the boundaries of an adopted habitat conservation plan, natural community 
conservation plan, or other approved habitat conservation plan.  Therefore, this issue will not require 
further evaluation in the SEIR. 
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V. CULTURAL RESOURCES 
 
 
 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a historical resource as defined in 
15064.5?  

    

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of an archaeological resource pursuant 
to 15064.5?  

    

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource or site or unique geologic 
feature?  

    

d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred 
outside of formal cemeteries?  

    

 
The Project site has been previously disturbed and located in a built-up urban area containing numerous 
existing structures.  However, there is always the possibility that unknown archaeological resources exist 
below the ground surface.  Therefore, a record search will be requested from the Northwest Information 
Center in Rohnert Park to determine if any cultural resource sites have been previously recorded within or 
adjacent to the Project.  In addition, a record search will be requested from the University of California, 
Berkeley, Museum of Paleontology, to determine the likelihood of paleontological resources within the 
Project area.   

Project implementation will be in accordance with Public Resources Code § 5097.98 and Health and 
Safety Code 7050.5, in the event that human remains are discovered on the Project site.  Additionally, as 
required by the CEQA Guidelines §15064.5(e), if evidence of prehistoric or historic resources or human 
remains is discovered during the course of excavation for a development Project, all activities in the 
immediate vicinity of the discovery must cease until a qualified archaeologist has been given the 
opportunity to examine the resources or remains.  The results of the record searches and any additional 
pertinent information will be reviewed and included in the SEIR.  
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VI. GEOLOGY AND SOILS 
 
 
 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial 
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or 
death involving: 

    

 i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as 
delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the 
State Geologist for the area or based on other 
substantial evidence of a known fault?  

    

 ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?      

 iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including 
liquefaction?  

    

 iv) Landslides?      

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of 
topsoil?  

    

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, 
or that would become unstable as a result of the 
project, and potentially result in on- or off-site 
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction 
or collapse?  

    

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 
18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994), 
creating substantial risks to life or property?  

    

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the 
use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater 
disposal systems where sewers are not available for 
the disposal of wastewater?  

    

 
Like most of northern California, the Project site is in a seismically active area, and it is likely that the 
Project will experience significant ground shaking during its lifetime.  According to the City’s General 
Plan, the site is located in an area that is likely to experience strong shaking from earthquake activity.  A 
geotechnical report will be prepared for the proposed Project and summarized in the SEIR.  As part of the 
recommendations expected to be provided in the geologic report, the proposed structures would be 
constructed in accordance with the California Building Standards Code’s seismic design requirements.  
These requirements contain specific design standards for structures that reduce exposure risks to seismic 
hazards.  Through compliance with seismic design requirements, the potential for ground shaking would 
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not be expected to significant.  However, this issue will require will require further evaluation in the 
SEIR. 

The project site does not contain any known earthquake faults, including faults mapped on an Alquist-
Priolo Fault Zoning Map.  The geologic conditions of the project site indicate that the potential for 
seismic-related ground failure is extremely low.  The project site contains flat relief and is not near any 
slopes of 10 percent or more that could be susceptible to earthquake-induced landslides.  Therefore, these 
issues do not require further evaluation in the SEIR. 

Short-term construction activities would be required to comply with applicable erosion control 
requirements of the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System.  While not expected to be 
significant, this will require further evaluation in the SEIR. 

While there are no known unstable geologic units or soils on the project site, the geotechnical report will 
determine if this finding is still valid.  Therefore, this impact will be further evaluated in the SEIR. 

The project site is located in an area that may contain expansive soils.  The geotechnical report will 
provide recommendations for proper remediation of these conditions, if they do indeed existing on the 
project site.  While not expected to be significant, this impact will be further evaluated in the SEIR. 

The project would be served by sanitary sewer and would not require the installation of septic or 
alternative wastewater disposal systems.  Therefore, this issue does not require further evaluation in the 
SEIR. 

VII. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
 
 
 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through the routine transport, use, or 
disposal of hazardous materials?  

    

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset 
and accident conditions involving the release of 
hazardous materials into the environment?  

    

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or 
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste 
within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed 
school?  
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VII. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
 
 
 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of 
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, 
would it create a significant hazard to the public or 
the environment?  

    

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan 
or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within 
two miles of a public airport or public use airport, 
would the project result in a safety hazard for people 
residing or working in the project area?  

    

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, 
would the project result in a safety hazard for people 
residing or working in the project area?  

    

g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere 
with an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan? 

    

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of 
loss, injury or death involving wildland fires, 
including where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized 
areas or where residences are intermixed with 
wildlands?  

    

 
The potential exists that hazardous materials associated with the operation of construction equipment and 
use of building materials in the development of the Project could be transported, used, or stored onsite on 
a short-term basis.  Additionally, hazardous materials associated with cleaning products, heating and 
ventilation systems, and automobiles could also be transported and used onsite during long-term 
operation of the Project.  However, compliance with all applicable federal, State, and local regulations for 
the proper usage, storage, transport, and disposal of hazardous materials and wastes would be required, 
which would reduce the potential for exposure to the public or environment to a less than significant 
level. 

Uses proposed at the Project site are not anticipated to result in the creation of health hazards.  Moreover, 
the uses proposed under the Project are not expected to use, generate, or dispose of hazardous materials in 
large quantities.  Since additional information is required to confirm this finding, these effects will be 
further evaluated in the SEIR. 

Iron Horse Middle School and the portion of Central Park used for physical education activities by the 
school are within a quarter-mile of the Project site.  While it is not anticipated that the uses of the 
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proposed Project would expose the school, or its students, faculty, or staff, to hazardous emissions or 
materials, additional information is required to confirm this finding and, therefore, these effects will be 
further evaluated in the SEIR. 

A Phase I environmental site assessment (ESA) will be conducted for the proposed Project to investigate 
the likelihood or potential presence of hazardous materials contamination at the Project site.  The ESA 
will conform to the most recent American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) Standard Practice 
for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I ESA Process, Designation E 1527-00.  As part of the Phase 
I ESA, a review of environmental databases at the federal, State, regional, and local levels for the known 
hazardous materials sites will be conducted for the Project site and surrounding areas.  This information, 
including all relevant findings, will be summarized in the SEIR and included in its entirety as an 
appendix. 

The Project site is not located in an airport land use plan, within two miles of a public airport, or within 
the vicinity of a private airstrip.  Therefore, no impacts would occur and these effects will not be 
evaluated further in the SEIR. 

The proposed Project would be required to comply with the California Fire Code as contained in the 
California Building Standards Code, which are state-recognized compilations of proposed rules, 
regulations, and standards.  In addition, the Project site is not within or adjacent to a wildland fire risk 
area and, therefore, would not expose people to significant risks involving wildfires.  Impacts in both 
these instances would be less than significant.  These impacts will not be evaluated further in the SEIR. 

VII. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY  
 
 
 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste 
discharge requirements? 

    

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or 
interfere substantially with groundwater recharge 
such that there would be a net deficit in aquifer 
volume or a lowering of the local groundwater 
table level (e.g., the production rate of pre-existing 
nearby wells would drop to a level which would 
not support existing land uses or planned uses for 
which permits have been granted)? 

    

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of 
the site or area, including through the alteration of 
the course of a stream or river, in a manner, which 
would result in substantial erosion or siltation on- 
or off-site? 
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VII. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY  
 
 
 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of 
the site or area, including through the alteration of 
the course of a stream or river, or substantially 
increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a 
manner that would result in flooding on- or 
off-site?  

    

e) Create or contribute runoff water which would 
exceed the capacity of existing or planned 
stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial 
additional sources of polluted runoff?  

    

f) Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?      

g) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area 
as mapped on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or 
Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard 
delineation map?  

    

h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area 
structures that would impede or redirect flood 
flows?  

    

i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of 
loss, injury or death involving flooding, including 
flooding as a result of the failure of a levee or dam 

    

j) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow     

 
Development of the proposed Project would be subject to State and regional water quality standards.  Any 
development on the Project site would be required to implement Best Management Practices (BMPs) in 
order to comply with the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES).  Additionally, the 
Project would be required to comply with the guidelines established by the Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP).  No impacts are anticipated, therefore, further analysis in the SEIR is not 
required. 

The proposed Project would be served by the East Bay Municipal Utilities District (East Bay MUD) 
potable water system.  No wells would be drilled as part of the proposed Project.  The Project is 
consistent with the growth assumptions established under the City of San Ramon General Plan, and it is 
anticipated that the water supply system will be adequate to serve the proposed Project.  No impacts are 
expected to occur; therefore, further analysis in the SEIR is not required. 
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There are no creeks, streams, rivers, or other water bodies on the Project site.  A small drainage is located 
on the east side of the Iron Horse Trail.  The proposed Project would result in a decrease in ground 
absorption onsite, while increasing the quantity of surface water and possible changes to the existing 
drainage patterns.  However, these onsite changes would not adversely affect the current drainage patterns 
in the areas surrounding the Project site.  The proposed Project would include stormwater-related 
drainage improvements designed in accordance with applicable standards to ensure that stormwater flows 
from the Project site would not inundate the City’s system and create a flood hazard.  In addition, a 
General Permit for Storm Water Discharge from the San Francisco Bay Area Regional Water Quality 
Control Board (RWQCB) would be required.  The provisions of this permit require that a SWPPP be 
prepared and implemented.  The SWPPP sets forth structural and non-structural BMPs that would ensure 
that erosion is properly controlled during construction activities.  Impacts are expected to be less than 
significant.  However, additional information is required to confirm this finding; therefore, these effects 
will be further evaluated in the SEIR. 

The Project site is not located within a 100-year flood zone, nor is it near a levee or dam.  The proposed 
Project will not experience inundation from seiche, tsunami, or mudflow.  No impacts are expected to 
occur; therefore, further analysis in the SEIR is not required. 

Hydrology, flooding, and water quality will be further addressed in a hydrology study report that 
conforms to applicable water quality regulations, including the RWQCB NPDES program (i.e., C.3 
requirements), the Contra Costa County Flood Control and Water Conservation District requirements, and 
the General Plan policies regarding flooding and water quality.  Relevant findings will be summarized in 
the SEIR and included in its entirety as an appendix.  As applicable, mitigation measures will be 
recommended. 

IX. LAND USE AND PLANNING  
 
 
 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

a) Physically divide an established community     

b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, 
or regulation of an agency with jurisdiction over the 
project (including, but not limited to the general 
plan, specific plan, local coastal program, or zoning 
ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or 
mitigating an environmental effect? 

    

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation 
plan or natural community conservation plan?  

    

 
The discussion of land use and planning in the SEIR will utilize and be based upon analysis provided in 
Section 4.1 of the previously approved San Ramon 2020 General Plan EIR and Section 4.1 of the 
previously approved City Civic Center Project EIR.   
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The proposed Project would not physically divide an established community, since it would not displace 
existing housing.  Therefore, there would be no impact, and this effect will not be evaluated further in the 
SEIR.  The Project site is designated as Mixed Use in the City of San Ramon General Plan and 
specifically City Center/Mixed Use in the Zoning Ordinance and thereby is in conformance.  Proposed 
land uses are consistent with the Mixed Use and City Center/Mixed Use land use designations.  However, 
intensification of development within the Project area may result in conflicts with surrounding existing 
and proposed land uses and neighborhoods.  In addition, Project implementation will alter community 
character, including views, street patterns, building types (e.g., mass and scale).  The City’s General Plan 
establishes requirements for compatible development including buffering, screening controls, and 
performance standards.  Impacts are expected to be less than significant.  However, additional 
information is required to confirm this finding; therefore, these effects will be further evaluated in the 
SEIR.  As applicable, mitigation measures will be recommended. 

The Project site does not occur within an area established in a Habitat Conservation Plan or a Natural 
Community Conservation Plan.  Therefore, there would not be any conflicts with these types of plans, and 
these effects are not evaluated further in the SEIR. 

 X. MINERAL RESOURCES  
 
 
 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral 
resource that would be of value to the region and the 
residents of the state? 

    

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally 
important mineral resource recovery site delineated 
on a local general plan, specific plan or other land 
use plan?  

    

 
The California Division of Mines and Geology has not identified any known mineral resources on the 
Project site or within the surrounding area.  The Project will not result in the loss of a known mineral 
resource that would be of state, regional, or local value and therefore, no significant mineral resource 
impacts are expected to occur.  No further analysis is required in the SEIR. 
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XI. NOISE  
 
 
 
Would the project result in: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels 
in excess of standards established in the local 
general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable 
standards of other agencies?  

    

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive 
groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels?  

    

c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise 
levels in the project vicinity above levels existing 
without the project?  

    

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase in 
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above 
levels existing without the project?  

    

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan 
or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within 
two miles of a public airport or public use airport, 
would the project expose people residing or working 
in the project area to excessive noise levels?  

    

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, 
would the project expose people residing or working 
in the project area to excessive noise levels? 

    

 
Project construction and operation would result in both short-term (temporary) and long-term (permanent) 
increases in noise levels.  Short-term noise impacts would occur during grading and construction 
activities.  Long-term noise impacts would be associated with noise from vehicular traffic including 
residents, employees, visitors, truck deliveries, tenants, and noise from the operation of stationary 
mechanical equipment.  The noise created could potentially exceed the thresholds established by the City 
of San Ramon and may adversely affect nearby sensitive receptors.  While building code requirements 
and typical development standards such as building setbacks, walls, landscaping, and building insulation 
may prevent substantial increases in the ambient noise levels of adjacent areas, it is unclear whether 
anticipated increases in noise levels from the Project would exceed established noise thresholds.  This is 
considered a potentially significant impact.  Potential short-term and long-term noise impacts, as well as 
potentially adverse impacts on sensitive receptors, will be further evaluated in the SEIR. 

Minimal, temporary groundborne vibrations and groundborne noise may be created during construction 
and site development during a short period of time.  Impacts are expected to be less than significant with 
mitigation.  However, additional information is required to confirm this finding; therefore, these effects 
will be further evaluated in the SEIR. 
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The proposed Project is not within the vicinity of a private airstrip, an airport land use plan, or within two 
miles of a public airport.  No impacts are expected to occur; therefore, further analysis in the SEIR is not 
required. 

A noise assessment report will be prepared that provides analysis of short-term and long-term noise 
levels.  This analysis will evaluate noise levels using the City of San Ramon’s Noise Element land use 
compatibility guidelines and ordinances.  The report findings will be summarized in the SEIR and 
presented in its entirety as an appendix.  As applicable, mitigation measures will be recommended. 

XII. POPULATION AND HOUSING 
 
 
 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, 
either directly (for example, by proposing new 
homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, 
through extension of roads or other infrastructure)?  

    

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, 
necessitating the construction of replacement 
housing elsewhere?  

    

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, 
necessitating the construction of replacement 
housing elsewhere?  

    

 
Lands surrounding the Project site are highly developed with various land uses including office space, 
parkland/recreation, and commercial.  The proposed Project is considered an infill project.  The 
employment generated by the proposed Project could affect the City of San Ramon’s job-housing ratio.  
The SEIR will evaluate Project projections for consistency with census data and forecasts developed by 
the California Department of Finance and the Association of Bay Area Governments.  The findings of this 
evaluation and measures to mitigate significant impacts will be included, as appropriate, in the SEIR.  

The proposed Project will not result in displacing existing housing or populations.  Therefore, no 
population and housing displacement impacts are expected to occur with implementation of the proposed 
Project.  Further analysis in the SEIR is not required. 
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XIII. PUBLIC SERVICES  
 
 
 
Would the project result in: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

Substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the 
provision of new or physically altered governmental 
facilities, need for new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, the construction of which could 
cause significant environmental impacts, in order to 
maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or 
other performance objectives for any of the public 
services: 

    

a) Fire protection?      

b) Police protection?     

Substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the 
provision of new or physically altered governmental 
facilities, need for new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, the construction of which could 
cause significant environmental impacts, in order to 
maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or 
other performance objectives for any of the public 
services: 

    

c) Schools?      

d) Parks?      

e) Other public facilities?      

 
The discussion of public services in the SEIR will utilize and be based upon analysis provided in Section 
4.6 of the previously approved San Ramon 2020 General Plan EIR and Section 4.8 of the previously 
approved City Civic Center Project EIR. 

The proposed Project would introduce new populations into the area, which would create a demand for 
additional fire, police, schools, and parks.  More specifically, subsequent to the development of the site, 
an incremental increase in potential fire hazards and emergency response situations would occur.  The 
increased demand for emergency services would have the potential to adversely affect fire protection 
services.  Similarly, as traffic increases in the area, it is likely there will be an increase in traffic related 
accidents and emergencies, which will require the response of the police and/or the fire department.  
Additionally, an increase in development may result in an incremental increase in theft, burglaries, and 
other such crimes that require police services.  The Project would also include additional housing; 
therefore, there would be additional school-age children generated as a result of these residential uses 
onsite  Moreover, persons could relocate to this area of the City for job-related opportunities on the 
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Project site that may result in an additional increase in the number of school-age children.  Similarly, this 
additional housing would increase the need for park uses.  The Project would also install street lighting 
that may be included in the City’s Lighting and Landscape District.  These issues will be further 
addressed in the SEIR and, as applicable, mitigation measures will be recommended. 

XIV. RECREATION 
 
 
 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood and 
regional parks or other recreational facilities such 
that substantial physical deterioration of the facility 
would occur or be accelerated?  

    

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or 
require the construction or expansion of recreational 
facilities, which might have an adverse physical 
effect on the environment?  

    

 
The proposed Project does not involve the construction or expansion of recreational facilities.  However, 
the Project would result in facilitating access/connectivity to the Iron Horse Trail from residential uses 
proposed directly adjacent to this existing facility.  Additionally, because of its proximity from the overall 
site, the Iron Horse Trail will not only likely be utilized by new residents, but also by retail center 
shoppers, hotel guests, office workers from Bishop Ranch, visitors to the new City Hall, and library users 
associated with the Project.  Therefore, recreation impacts may occur from development of the proposed 
Project.  Moreover, the City of San Ramon maintains a standard of 6.5 acres of public parks per 1,000 
residents.  In order to meet this requirement, developers make contributions to the City’s park system 
through the Parkland Dedication Ordinance.  The Parkland Dedication Ordinance would apply, due to the 
residential component of the Project.  Recreational issues will be further addressed in the SEIR and, as 
applicable, mitigation measures will be recommended. 
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XV. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC 
 
 
 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

a) Cause an increase in traffic, which is substantial in 
relation to the existing traffic load and capacity of 
the street system (i.e., result in a substantial increase 
in either the number of vehicle trips, the volume to 
capacity ratio on roads, or congestion at 
intersections)? 

    

b) Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a level 
of service standard established by the county 
congestion management agency for designated 
roads or highways?  

    

c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including 
either an increase in traffic levels or a change in 
location that result in substantial safety risks?  

    

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design 
feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm 
equipment)?  

    

e) Result in inadequate emergency access?      

f) Result in inadequate parking capacity?      

g) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs 
supporting alternative transportation (e.g., bus 
turnouts, bicycle racks)?  

    

 
The discussion of transportation/traffic in the SEIR will utilize and be based upon analysis provided in 
Section 4.2 of the previously approved San Ramon 2020 General Plan EIR and Section 4.2 of the 
previously approved City Civic Center Project EIR. 

Project-related traffic could significantly impact, either cumulatively or individually, the level of service 
established by the City of San Ramon or the Contra Costa Transportation Authority.  Project 
implementation may conflict or hinder the ability to achieve the objectives of the Tri-Valley 
Transportation Plan.  A detailed traffic/parking study is being prepared and will undergo an independent 
peer review to ensure the analysis is adequate in its assessment of the Project-generated traffic on the 
local circulation system, parking lot facilities, driveways, loading areas, bike paths, and pedestrian 
walkways on and surrounding the site.  Appropriate Project design features or mitigation measures will be 
recommended, as necessary.  Moreover, the Project would be subject to design review by the fire and 
police departments to assure that adequate emergency access is provided by the proposed access points.  
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Because of its distance from public airports or private airstrips, the Project would not affect air traffic 
patterns.  This issue will not be further evaluated in the SEIR.  The proposed Project would also not 
conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs supporting alternative transportation.  Rather, one of the 
proposed Project’s objectives is to encourage pedestrian activity and traffic reduction throughout San 
Ramon.  Therefore, there would be no impact to alternative transportation and this effect will not be 
evaluated further in the SEIR.  

XVI. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 
 
 
 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the 
applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board?  

    

b) Require or result in the construction of new water or 
wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of 
existing facilities, the construction of which could 
cause significant environmental effects?  

    

c) Require or result in the construction of new storm 
water drainage facilities or expansion of existing 
facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental effects? 

    

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the 
project from existing entitlements and resources, or 
are new or expanded entitlements needed?  

    

e) Result in a determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider, which serves or may serve the 
project that it has adequate capacity to serve the 
project’s projected demand in addition to the 
provider’s existing commitments?  

    

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted 
capacity to accommodate the project’s solid waste 
disposal needs?  

    

g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste?  

    

 
The discussion of utilities and service systems in the SEIR will utilize and be based upon analysis 
provided in Section 4.6 of the previously approved San Ramon 2020 General Plan EIR and Section 4.8 of 
the previously approved City Civic Center Project EIR. 

An intensification of land uses onsite will result in increasing the demand placed upon utility and service 
systems.  Implementation of the proposed Project would increase onsite population and thereby increase 



City of San Ramon - San Ramon City Center Project 
Notice of Preparation for an Environmental Impact Report  

 

 
Michael Brandman Associates 24 
H:\Client (PN-JN)\2491\24910007\ADSEIR\Appendices\Appendix A - Initial Study-Notice of Preparation and Comment Letters\source\24910007_City Center Draft 
NOP_IS.doc 

the demand for water, in addition to the amount of wastewater, solid waste, and stormwater generated at 
the Project site.  Because of the size of the proposed Project, a Water Supply Assessment (WSA) will be 
required to determine the available water supply for the Project.  East Bay MUD will prepare the WSA as 
outlined in SB 610 and recent CEQA case law and will address water resource issues that pertain to the 
proposed Project.  The assessment report will be incorporated into the SEIR and applicable mitigation 
measures will be recommended.  Implementation of the Project would require the installation of new or 
upgraded onsite water, wastewater, and stormwater drainage facilities.  The proposed Project may also 
require extensions and connections to existing infrastructure offsite, and these facilities may need to be 
upgraded to accommodate flows from the proposed Project.  The size of the proposed project would 
require a review of landfill capacity.  In addition, the proposed project would be required to submit a 
Recycling Plan to the City outlining how waste diversion would be accomplished during construction and 
operations of the project.  The Project would not generate hazardous wastes or materials that require 
special handling.  .  The SEIR will examine the Project-related impacts upon utility and service systems.  
As applicable, mitigation measures will be recommended. 

XVII. URBAN DECAY 

 
 
Would the economic changes associated with the 
proposed project result in physical changes to the 
environment that would result in: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
a) A substantial degradation to the existing 

character or quality of its surroundings? 
    

 
Implementation of the proposed Project would add approximately 700,000 sq ft of additional retail space 
to an existing market area, which could result in closing of existing retail businesses that could occur 
because of this increased amount of retail space.  The direct effects of store closings are economic and 
social in nature and generally result in the loss of revenue and jobs, which are not considered a direct 
physical impact to the environment.  However, store closings and long-term vacancies could result in 
indirect physical impacts to the environment, because buildings and stores could be vacant and in some 
cases abandoned altogether, which could lead to a variety of conditions associated with urban decay.  
These adverse visual conditions could be any of the following: deferred maintenance leading to building 
deterioration, graffiti, boarded windows and doors, broken sidewalks, dead landscaping, illegal dumping 
of refuse, and illegal parking of commercial vehicles. 

An assessment will be prepared that provides analysis of the Project’s potential to create conditions 
associated with urban decay.  The report findings will be summarized in the SEIR.  As applicable, 
mitigation measures will be recommended. 
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XVIII. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
 
 
Does the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

a) Have the potential to degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a 
fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, 
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, 
reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or 
endangered plant or animal or eliminate important 
examples of the major periods of California history 
or prehistory?  

    

b) Have impacts that are individually limited, but 
cumulatively considerable? (“Cumulatively 
considerable” means that the incremental effects of 
a project are considerable when viewed in 
connection with the effects of past projects, the 
effects of other current projects, and the effects of 
probable future projects).   

    

c) Have environmental effects, which will cause 
substantial adverse effects on human beings, either 
directly or indirectly?  

    

 
The Project site is in a built-up urban area and does not contain significant biological resources or cultural 
resources.  A biological resources assessment will be prepared to confirm that potential impacts on 
sensitive (e.g., threatened or endangered) plant or animal species would be less than significant.  The 
SEIR will also conduct a cultural resources assessment to evaluate impacts on archaeological, 
paleontological, and historic resources.  It is expected that all potential impacts to biological and cultural 
resources can be reduced to a level of less than significant after mitigation.  Therefore, the proposed 
Project is not expected to degrade the quality of the environment—including substantially impacting 
habitat for populations of fish, wildlife, or plant communities—nor to have an effect on rare or 
endangered plant or animal species, or significant historic, paleontological, or prehistoric resources. 

The proposed Project and other reasonably foreseeable projects in the City of San Ramon could result in 
impacts that are cumulatively considerable.  The SEIR will evaluate the possibility of any potentially 
significant cumulative impacts of planned projects in the vicinity of the proposed Project.  These issues 
will be addressed further in the SEIR. 

The proposed Project could potentially result in environmental effects that have adverse impacts on 
human beings, either directly or indirectly.  Potential impacts associated with air quality, noise, traffic, 
etc., could affect human populations.  These potentially significant impacts will be further evaluated in 
the SEIR. 




















































